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WSP/OSPI Inspection Interpretations (April 2022) 
 

1. Inspection Timeframes: 
Summer: 3/15—8/31, Winter: 11/1—3/14. 

 
2. Lighting: 

It has been brought to our attention that some buses are arriving with lighting on 
both sides of the bus (see below) that does not meet our specifications. Some 
buses were inadvertently issued initial inspection forms with these lights on them 
before we became aware of them. These lights will need to be removed. 

 

 
3. Pole Vaults: 

a. It is recommended that pole vaults be transported in “modified” exterior storage 
compartments whenever possible. 

 
b. Transporting pole vaults that are securely fastened (no bungie cords) 

underneath passenger seats next to the interior wall or to the outer seat legs is 
acceptable if no portion of the poles extend in front of an emergency exit or into 
the bus aisle. 
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4. CAMERA SYSTEMS—(EXTERIOR, page 6, 2019 Spec. Manual) 
Cameras: 
Item a. Shall be a color not contrasting to its background and it shall not interfere 

with any safety system lettering. Back up cameras are exempt from the 
contrasting color requirement. These camera housings shall be black or 
school bus yellow. 

 
5. EMERGENCY EXITS (page 16, Spec. Manual) 

Item s. If equipped, the left-side emergency door shall be located forward of 
the rear axle at the approximate center of the usable passenger 
seating area. If also equipped with a right-side emergency door, then 
refer to item t. below. 

 
Item t. The right-side emergency door may be located behind or in front of the 

rear axle. If located in front of the rear axle, the door must be as close 
as practicable to the rear axle.  

 
6. IDENTIFICATION (page 26, 2019 Spec Manual) 

Item 4. A reflective sign or decal shall be attached to the rear of the bus, shall 
measure a minimum of 400 square inches and bear the wording: 

Unlawful to Pass when 
Red Lights Flash 

a. Perforated window film may be used in the upper or lower window of the rear 
emergency exit and shall measure a minimum of 400 square inches 
(approximately 14” x 30”) or be sized to fit the window. For best overall visibility 
and durability, it is recommended that the window film be 50/50, placed on a tint 
free window, and be laminated. 

 
7. INSTRUMENTS AND INSTRUMENT PANEL (page 28, 2019 Spec. Manual) 

Ammeters with graduated scales are not required. Note: Ammeter requirements 
will be deleted in the next update to our Specifications Manual. 

 
8. INTERIOR (page 29, 2019 Spec. Manual) 

Item 5. Individual student seating identification may be placed above windows in 
the passenger compartment. Seating identification shall be securely 
fastened and shall not exceed 24 square inches per name card. MFSABs 
are exempt from this requirement. 

 



 
Page 3  

Item 6. Flammables such as aerosol cans and cleaners may be in an outside 
storage compartment. Fuel shall not be transported in outside storage 
compartments. A product, liquid, or gel, which stipulates “Hand Sanitizer” 
and is labeled flammable, will be allowed in the driver compartment as 
long as it is stored so as not to be a loose item.  There shall be no more 
than one 16 oz container. Sanitizer in towelette form that is labeled 
flammable, may be used in place of the liquid or gel hand sanitizer. One 
container is permitted and may not exceed 16 oz by weight. 

 

9. STOP Sign (Signal Arm) (page 42, 2019 Spec. Manual) 
Item 1. All school buses shall be equipped with one octagonal stop sign meeting 

the applicable requirements of FMVSS No. 131. The stop sign may be 
backlit. The sign shall be mounted so as not to interfere with the driver’s 
vision to the rear when the sign is extended. The standard octagonal sign 
shall contain two flashing red lamps, which are visible from both sides of 
the extended sign. These lamps shall be connected to the alternately red 
flashing signal lamp circuit. 

 
10. AISLE (page 49, 2019 Spec. Manual) 

All school buses equipped with a power lift shall provide a minimum 30-inch 
pathway leading from any wheelchair position to at least one 30-inch-wide 
emergency exit door. A wheelchair securement position shall never be located 
directly in front of (blocking) a power lift door location. The “pathway” is defined as 
being between any object, including wheelchairs. For buses delivered after 
September 1, 2021, fixed or track mounted seats located beside a wheelchair 
position shall not be greater than 30 inches in width. 
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