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Share Your Story - Effective Parent and Family Engagement (PFE)  
 
This case study form is provided by the Title I, Part A and Learning Assistance (LAP) department at the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to gather descriptive information from K-12 schools on specific PFE 
strategies (i.e., larger  LEA-wide initiatives or smaller projects involving one or more classrooms) that have 
helped to increase student academic outcomes.  
 
Use this for activities that were funded with federal or state dollars as well as projects that were supported by 
local or other funding sources.  
 
Next steps:  

1. Complete all questions and save this document for your records. 
2. Email completed form to Penelope.mena@k12.wa.us  
3. Story review by OSPI staff  
4. Selected stories will be highlighted in the PFE newsletter and on the Title I, Part A PFE Website starting 

school Year 2017-18 

General Information  (Replace the gray text with your specific data and narrative.) 

1. LEA Name: Kennewick School District 

2. School Name  

3. Project Contact: Sarah Del Toro and Kelly Bolson, Family and Community Engagement 

4. Project Contact Email: Sarah.deltoro@ksd.org; Kelly.bolson@ksd.org 

5. Brief Project Description: The Kennewick School District helps its schools spread best practices 
and share their fabulous family and community engagement ideas 
with a publication called “Tried and True: A selection of best practices 
to boost student achievement through school, family, and community 
partnerships”. The booklet is divided into content area to make 
searching a bit more meaningful. This publication comes out once 
every two years and encompasses each school’s top practice from the 
prior two years. Many of the write-ups in Tried and True are also 
featured in the “Promising Partnerships Practices” book from the 
National Network of Partnership Schools from Johns Hopkins. 
www.partnershipschools.org  

6. Demographics: The KSD has around 18000 students. 10 Title 1 schools. 52% FARMS. 
36% Latino. 15.5% bilingual. 
 

7. Which funds, if any, helped to 
support the project?  
(Check all that apply) 

☒ESSA Title I, Part A (Parent and Family Engagement) 

☒Learning Assistance Program (LAP) 

☐Other - please specify: 

☐This project was (partially or fully) funded by local dollars. 

8. Grades impacted: K-8 

9. Content areas reached with your 
PFE activities: 

☒ELA   ☒Math   ☒Science  ☐SocSt   ☐Arts  ☐Other 
If Other, please specify__________________________ 

mailto:Penelope.mena@k12.wa.us
mailto:Sarah.deltoro@ksd.org
http://www.partnershipschools.org/
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10. Do you agree with the following statements 

Communication– 1) The LEA or school implements best practices focused on ongoing two-way communication 
to strengthen parent and family engagement; taking special consideration on economically disadvantaged 
parents and family members.  

Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

 
Building Capacity for parents – The LEA or schools promotes and provides parents and families with parenting 
skills, setting home conditions to support them as students. 

Strongly Disagree Somewhat 
Disagree 

Neither agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

 

Decision Making – The LEA or school provides opportunities for parents to give feedback in the policies that 
affect the education of their children, such as, preparing/promoting Parent Advisory Committees to help 
parent leaders assist the school system and other parents. Including their input about curricula, assignments, 
assessments, and school or LEA improvement plans. 

Strongly Disagree Somewhat 
Disagree 

Neither agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

 
Professional development to staff and if applicable parents- The LEA or school supports ongoing, 
sustainable, intensive, high-quality PFE professional development for staff and parents focused on PFE 
strategies and the importance of parents as partners on student outcomes. 

Strongly Disagree Somewhat 
Disagree 

Neither agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

 

Community – The LEA or school promotes collaboration with community-based organizations building 
partnerships to improve and increase parent and family engagement.  

Strongly Disagree Somewhat 
Disagree 

Neither agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

 

Data collection and analysis – The LEA or school implements evaluation tools to assess the effectiveness of 
PFE practices and instruction by collecting, managing, and analyzing data to inform and enhance teaching and 
school improvement efforts.  

Strongly Disagree Somewhat 
Disagree 

Neither agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 
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Evaluating Effectiveness 

11. Describe how this project supported 
effective academic outcomes. 

While it is difficult to formally measure the results of this practice, 
the ATP coordinators have heard positive comments from district 
administrators, ATP members, principals and even other local 
school districts. One of the best outcomes of this practice was to 
emphasize the amazing partnership practices that all the district 
ATPs have crafted. Kennewick teams have been working hard but 
district level administrators do not often get the opportunity to 
fully understand and recognize that work. 

Making Improvements 

12. How would you change the way you 
implement this project in the future? 

Each time we put this booklet together we make small changes to 
enhance its appearance. This year we tried to focus on getting lots 
of pictures in. The biggest challenge in rolling out a project like this 
is getting people to crack the cover and really dig into the content. 
To solve this challenge we have tried to create awareness at the 
district and school levels. We met with superintendents to highlight 
the great work schools are doing in the area of family engagement. 
We also give two copies to each school and provide them with 
some strategies they can use to incorporate the book in their family 
and community engagement planning meetings. 
 

13. How would you change the way you 
evaluate this project in the future? 

We plan to ask school teams how they have used the book. 
 

Sharing the Benefits 

14. Sustainability Plans: We have created a simple checklist anyone can use to help put 
together the Tried and True book/ 

15. Recommendations for other schools: It’s always a good idea to help schools share their best practices. 
It’s also a great way to celebrate their achievements.    

 


