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Share Your Story - Effective Parent and Family Engagement (PFE)  

This case study form is provided by the Title I, Part A and Learning Assistance (LAP) department at the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to gather descriptive information from K-12 schools on specific PFE 
strategies (i.e., larger LEA-wide initiatives or smaller projects involving one or more classrooms) that have 
helped to increase student academic outcomes.  
 
Use this for activities that were funded with federal or state dollars as well as projects that were supported by 
local or other funding sources.  
 
Next steps:  

1. Complete all questions and save this document for your records. 

2. Email completed form to Title1a@k12.wa.us 
3. Story review by OSPI staff  
4. Selected stories will be highlighted in the PFE newsletter and on the Title I, Part A PFE Website. 

General Information  (Replace the gray text with your specific data and narrative.) 

1. LEA Name: Renton SD 

2. School Name Renton High School 

3. Project Contact: Raissa Licano-Sanchez, EL Teacher 

4. Project Contact Email: Raissa.LicanoSanchez@rentonschools.us 

5. Brief Project Description: In conjunction with our World Language department, Renton HS 
chose to create a family night that would bring together and celebrate 
Dia de los Muertos using this celebration as a time to share 
community resources, inform families about our services, and to 
gather feedback about how the school is serving students. Our guiding 
questions were: 

1. What is the school doing well to serve the needs of your 
student? 

2. What can the school improve on to better serve your 
student? 

3. What are your dreams for your student? 

6. Demographics: From SY 2018-19 1,200 students enrolled 
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0.3% 
Asian 30.9% 
Black/African American 23.7% 
Hispanic/Latino of any race(s) 27.8% 
Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander 1.6% 
Two or more races 6.5% 
White 9.3% 
Female 52.1% 
Male 47.9% 
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7. Which funds, if any, helped to 
support the project?  
(Check all that apply) 

☐ESSA Title I, Part A (Parent and Family Engagement) 

☐Learning Assistance Program (LAP) 

☒Other - please specify: Title III 

☒This project was (partially or fully) funded by local dollars. 

8. Grades impacted: Indicate all grade levels impacted by your PFE activities.  Grades 9-12 

9. Content areas reached with your 
PFE activities: 

☒ELA   ☐Math   ☐Science  ☐Social Studies   ☒Arts  ☐Other 
If Other, please specify       

Initial Planning and Implementation – Sharing Your Story 

10. The Setting Renton High School is a public secondary school (grades 9-12) in downtown Renton, WA 
about 10 miles southeast of downtown Seattle. Founded in 1911, it is the oldest high 
school in the Renton School District. 

11. The Plot  The biggest planning challenge for the event were all the moving pieces and schedules of 
everyone involved. We had multiple important tasks to complete, namely, coordinating 
food and drinks (catered by our culinary club), involving tabling groups and community 
resource agencies, informing multilingual families of the event, coordinating with Spanish 
department, among logistical things like setting tables, distributing supplies, and clean-up.  
 
The compelling part was the turn out. I think because this event was a personal invitation 
from a teacher (i.e. Spanish/ELL) – this impacted whether students told their families 
about it or not. We also incentivized students through extra credit and community service 
opportunities which I’m sure helped students and families to want to be there.  
 
The challenges were also the successes- so many people worked together to make the 
event a success. This included staff at the district, students, teachers, culinary club. It was 
truly cross departmental and cross cultural.  

12. Key 
Characters 

Culinary club advisory helped us tremendously by involving the club to prepare and serve 
our dinner! 
 
Bilingual family liaison invited all the tabling groups with outside community resources.  
 
ELL Dept. and Spanish Dept. – As educators, we wondered if this could be a collaborative 
event, as we were inviting multilingual families and native English-speaking families. This 
was critical to creating our presentation, as we were catering to two different audiences.  
 
Interpreter Coordinator - helped to arrange our interpreters for the evening to interpret 
for our Vietnamese, Spanish, and Somali families.  
 
Counselor who offered her time to discuss graduation requirements with students and 
families.  
 
Head custodian and others who helped us arrange our tables.  
 
Students – various students volunteered to help set up and clean up afterward and 
received community service hours.  
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Administration – Our principal allocated a budget for providing our food and drinks to 
families.  

 

Evaluating Effectiveness 

13. Describe how this project supported 
effective academic outcomes. 

This event was about cultural celebration as well as community 
connection. When students feel more connected to their school, 
they are more likely to succeed in school.  
We also had outside agencies represented to talk to students about 
alternative pathways to academic success, fostering their 
leadership skills, graduation requirements. It was the first of, we 
hope, future family engagement events.  

14. Which of the following instruments 
are you using to collect data?  
(Check all that apply.) 
 
 

☐LEA or School Observation Tool  

☐LEA or school Educator Survey  

☐LEA or school Student Survey  

☐OSPI’s PFE Surveys 

☐Other: We are using instruments that have been developed by 
other organizations:      . 

☒Other: We have developed our own local, site-specific 
instruments internally. 

15. List any known gains in student 
achievement and how you measured 
them. 

Outcomes (quantitative and qualitative): Were there any student 
achievement gains? Other outcomes? How did you measure them? 

1. Participation – we kept a signup sheet and allocated extra 
credit for those who participated.  

16. Identify the essential conditions 
necessary for success of your project. 

What were the essential conditions that made this project 
successful?  
Desire. Participation by multiple stakeholders who saw a need and 
desired to answer that need through a family engagement event.  

Making Improvements 

17. How would you change the way you 
implement this project in the future? 

After discussing this with my colleagues, we would make an effort 
to make ELL and Spanish department events separate, as there 
were such differing practical needs.  

18. How would you change the way you 
evaluate this project in the future? 

I would include more quantitative data measurements as well as a 
stronger goal orientation.  
I would also want parents to have more time to articulate their 
feedback to the school.  

Sharing the Benefits 

19. Sustainability Plans: Because this was our first event of its kind, there are still steps that 
need to be taken in debriefing and outlining what went well and 
what could be improved upon. 

20. Recommendations for other schools: Take time to plan out your goal with colleagues. Map out all the 
stake holders and harness the gifts everyone is bringing to the 
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meeting. Many people have connections or talents that should be 
utilized. Be able to foster and capitalize on talent! 

 


