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A Note from the Editors:
To begin, we would like to thank you for all the time, dedication, and 
effort that you have put into the mission of Action Team for Partnerships 
(ATP) and your continuous work with teachers, families, and our 
communities. Your leadership has truly yielded amazing results in our 
schools.  We hope that you enjoy this 3rd edition of Tried and True, a 
publication dedicated to all the astounding practices that each ATP 
school in our district does. Our wish is that you would use this not only 
to commend yourselves for the amazing work you do but to spark 
ideas on how we can continuously improve our student achievement 
through authentic family and community relationships.  Thank you 
again for all that you do.
 
If you have any questions about a certain practice in this book, please 
contact us.  For more information about ATP and National Network of 
Partnership Schools (NNPS) please visit www.partnershipschools.org. 

Sarah Del Toro
Kennewick School District
(509) 222-6462
sarah.deltoro@ksd.org

Kelly Bolson
Kennewick School District
(509) 222-6422
kelly.bolson@ksd.org 

Annabell Gonzalez
Kennewick School District
(509) 222-6180
annabell.gonzalez@ksd.org 
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Awards
The Kennewick School District and several schools have 
received Partnership Awards from the NNPS at Johns  
Hopkins University. 

Schools, districts, state departments of education, and 
organizations with excellent programs of school, family, 
and community partnerships are invited to apply for NNPS’s 
Partnership Awards each spring.  These awards recognize 
members that have worked with NNPS for at least two years, 
demonstrate high quality plans and practices, and make 
continuous improvement in their partnership programs from 
year to year.
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Kennewick School District
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Kennewick School District
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A Note from NNPS
Congratulations to Kennewick School District and its schools on the 
publication of a new edition of Tried and True: A Selection of Best Practices 
to Boost Student Achievement through School, Family, and Community 
Partnerships.

The best part of Kennewick’s program of school, family, and community 
partnerships is that it keeps growing and improving. At NNPS we know 
that “scaling up” includes two major components: (1) increase the 
number of schools that use research-based approaches in practice, and 
(2) continuously improve the quality of all partnership programs. With 
sustained support from Superintendent Dave Bond and other colleagues, 
and creative advice and assistance from excellent District Parent 
Involvement Coordinators—Sarah Del Toro, Annabell Gonzalez, and Kelly 
Bolson, the district and its schools have been scaling up in both ways since 
joining NNPS in 2008.

The district has increased the number of schools that have Action 
Teams for Partnerships (ATPs) to plan and implement goal-linked 
partnership practices. 
Now, 21 schools are members of NNPS.

All ATPs have worked to keep improving the quality of their programs 
of family and community engagement. They use the NNPS annual 
UPDATE survey to evaluate progress and improve outreach to more 
and different families each year. Parents have responded and students 
have	benefitted.

In the past two years (since the last issue of Tried and True), the district 
earned Partnership District Awards in 2016 and 2017. Over these two 
years, 5 schools (Lincoln ES, Park MS, Vista ES, Washington ES, and 
Westgate ES) earned Partnership School Awards.

District activities were published in the NNPS annual books of Promising 
Partnership Practices 2016 and 2017 along with activities from 13 
schools (Amistad ES, Canyon View ES, Cottonwood ES, Eastgate ES, 
Edison ES, Highlands MS, Keewaydin Discovery Center, Lincoln ES, Park 
MS, Ridge View ES, Vista ES, Washington ES, and Westgate ES). This is a 
noteworthy record of networking.

Well done!

The good work of Kennewick is being shared with hundreds of districts 
and schools in NNPS across the country. We look forward to on-going 
excellence by the district and all schools as we continue to walk together 
on the path to partnerships.
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Joyce L. Epstein, Ph.D.
Director of NNPS
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Epstein’s Six Types of Involvement
Keys to Successful School, Family, and Community Partnerships

Parenting
Assist families in understanding child and adolescent 
development and in setting home conditions that 
support children as students at each grade level.  
Assist schools in understanding families.

Communicating
Communicate with families about school programs 
and student progress through effective school-to-
home and home-to-school communications.

Volunteering
Improve recruitment, training, and schedules to 
involve families as volunteers and audiences at the 
school and in other locations to support students and 
school programs. 

Learning at Home
Involve families with their children in learning at 
home, including homework, other curriculum-related 
activities, and individual course and program 
decisions.

Decision Making
Include families as participants in school decisions, 
governance, and advocacy through PTA/PTO, 
school councils, committees, action teams, and 
other parent organizations.

Collaborating with the Community
Coordinate community resources and services for 
students, families, and the school with business, 
agencies, and other groups, and provide services to 
the community.

6Type

5Type
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* Epstein, J. L., et al. (2009).  School, Family, and Community Partnerships: Your 
Handbook for Action, Third Edition.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.



Academic Goals
Math



Some people think of math as a 
“monster.” Others see that monsters 
can be used to help children enjoy 
math. The Action Team for Partnerships 
(ATP) and math teachers thought 
about their goals for student success 
in math and for family engagement 
in academic subjects. They knew 
that many students thought math 
was “hard” and not so interesting. 
They knew that many students loved 
monsters. So, they 
planned to bring 
the two together to 
prove that math and 
monsters could both 
be conquered. Beat 
the monsters! See 
math as fun! Save 
the day! Invitations in 
Spanish and English 
went home to all 
families. Notices were 
placed on the reader-
board in front of the 
school, and morning announcements 
encouraged students to come with a 
parent. 

At Monster Math Night, math 
monsters created by the students 
decorated the walls of the cafeteria. 
Math games set up for each grade 
level focused on particular “monster” 
skills linked to math standards and 
required basic skills. A collection of 

Monster Math Night
Canyon View Elementary School

school math games supplemented 
the games linked to the theme. 
This created a busy math scene for 
students and parents. In the games 
they played, students showed their 
parents how they solved problems 
focused on adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, dividing, geometry, math 
Bingo, and early algebra. “I like 
playing games on the iPads,” said one 
student who found the digital games. 

A group of Math 
Avengers put on a skit to 
show how they vanquished 
monster math problems. The 
Avengers also circulated to 
talk with parents, students, 
and teachers. They helped 
students use math monster 
combat skills. Students 
answered the Math 
Avengers questions and won 
treats when they answered 
correctly. Students who 
needed	help	figuring	out	

a problem were assisted to the right 
answer and, then, received a treat. 
One student was particularly jazzed, 
“Monster Math Nigh is the coolest. I just 
beat my teacher at a dice game. Did 
you see Math Man? This is so fun.” 

Parents learned a lot about how 
math was taught at each grade 
level, and experienced how math 
games could be played at home to 

Parents learned a 
lot about how math 
was taught at each 

grade level, and 
experienced how 

math games could 
be played at home to 
help students master 

basic math skills. 
Teachers met many 
parents they had not 

known before.

8
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help students master basic math skills. 
Teachers met many parents they had 
not known before. Parents met other 
parents who had also been confused 
about math. Monster Math brought 
people together. About 130 parents, 

as many students, many teachers and 
some community partners attended, 
bringing almost 300 together to see 
how math was not really monstrous at 
all.
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 Ready! For Kindergarten is a 
national program to help students 
master skills for success in kindergarten. 
The national program started over 
a decade ago in the Kennewick 
School District. In three classes each 
year, parents learn and practice age-
appropriate academic and social 
skills that reinforce what children are 
learning in preschool. The goal is that 
by age 5, students master 26 skills that 
help them start and stay on grade level 
when they enter in kindergarten. See 
readyforkindergarten.org/about-us. 
 Washington Elementary serves a 
diverse student population with close to 
20% bilingual students and nearly 80% 
of students eligible for free or reduced-
price lunch. The teachers and Action 
Team	for	Partnerships	(ATP)	identified	a	
need to strengthen the engagement 
of parents with the READY! For 
Kindergarten program by adding and 
adapting some materials. To prepare 
for this, all members of the planning 
team attended two workshops to 
adapt and extend the content of 
the program’s materials designed for 
preschoolers and to make the program 
applicable to kindergarten children 
and families. Most importantly, teachers 
aligned all materials with Common 
Core State Standards to ensure that 
students would be on grade level with 
strong skills. 

	 Specific	needs	of	parents	at	
the school, including a large number 
of Spanish speakers, were woven 
in the adaptations to the program 
materials. All materials were translated 
into Spanish. Take home bags of all 
materials were prepared for parents 
who participated in the training 
workshops. Preschool and kindergarten 
teachers worked with the ATP. Teachers 
personally invited parents to attend, 
especially parents of students who still 
needed to master the targeted skills. 
They followed up with phone calls, 
reminders, and reminder stickers-on-
students to stress the importance of 
attending the Ready! classes. Child 
care was provided by one of the 
school’s community partners. 
 The teachers believe that their 
personal connections were essential. 
Nearly 50 parents attended during 
the year. Parents were excited that 
they were learning how to help their 
children at home and that they 
received the resources to conduct all 
activities. The total cost to the school 
for the resources was just under $150. 
As one parent said, “This was a great 
opportunity! I am using the tools I got 
in the classes and really see how they 
are helping my son at school and at 
home.” READY! For Kindergarten Plus 
at Washington Elementary School set 
goals to enable parents to help their 

4Ty
pe READY! For Kindergarten Plus! 

Washington Elementary School
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This was a great 
opportunity! I am 

using the tools I got 
in the classes and 

really see how they 
are helping my son 

at school and at 
home. 
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children master skills 
for success through 
kindergarten. Teachers 
reported that, previously, 
by late fall, more than 
one third of kindergarten 
students began to fall 
behind in literacy and 
math. By giving parents 
the tools they need 
to reinforce basic skills 
in enjoyable, interactive, and tested 
ways, teachers expected students 
would meet or exceed kindergarten 
standards	ready	to	start	first	grade.	

Pre- and post-test scores 
were collected on a district 
assessment for 24 children 
whose parents were in 
the fall workshop sessions 
and who used Spanish 
and English versions of the 
Ready! For Kindergarten Plus 
materials with their children. 
All 24 children showed large 
gains on these tests from 

fall to spring. Tests in later grades will 
measure whether students sustain 
grade level skills.



Academic Goals
Reading



 Kindergarten teachers wanted 
parents to understand different 
academic expectations and have 
a resource to help support learning 
at home. Through parent and 
family contact many people have 
approached teachers expressing the 
desire to help their child be successful 
in kindergarten but, 
unaware of how to 
help academically. 
There are 18-21 
different languages 
spoken at Westgate. 
Teachers instill in 
parents that any 
academic support at 
home in their home 
language will help 
them at school and 
transfer into their 
English language development. Many 
parents that speak a language other 
than English still wanted a way to help 
their child be successful academically 
in English. 
 Westgate’s Kindergarten 
brought the DVD proposal to the 
school’s ATP. With the support of 

Kindergarten Academic DVD
Westgate Elementary School

the members, the teachers wrote a 
proposal and received grant money 
to buy DVD’s and DVD cases for all 
incoming kindergarten students. The 
kindergarten team then went through 
the Common Core State Standards 
and chose English Language Arts and 
math standards to highlight on the 

video. Teachers collaborated 
and modeled these skills for 
parents and students to watch 
as a resource to support 
learning in the home. 
  The DVD’s included 
50 sight words the children 
need to master. There was an 
increase in students being able 
to read all 50 words by the 
end of the year. Parents were 
involved in getting students 
to read and practice the 

sight words. Students seemed excited 
about the DVD’s and would often talk 
about seeing their teachers at home 
on the TV. Parents expressed gratitude 
and shared how surprised they were to 
see some of the things their child works 
on at school. 

The kindergarten 
team then went 

through the 
Common Core 
State Standards 

and chose English 
Language Arts and 

math standards 
to highlight on the 

video.
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Dr. Seuss Night
Vista Elementary School4Type

 Dr. Seuss made an appearance 
at Vista Elementary School’s literacy 
night for students in kindergarten and 
grade 1 and their parents. He bore a 
suspicious resemblance to the school 
principal! Nevertheless, the celebrity 
was very welcome. Rumor had it 
that Dr. Seuss wanted to help Vista’s 
Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) 
and teachers celebrate his birthday 
with students and parents at a family 
literacy night. The goal was to help 
parents of the youngest students learn 
about the school’s literacy curriculum 
and the tools that would enable them 
to support their children’s literacy 
learning. 
 The ATP’s subcommittee for 
this event met three times to plan all 
components. They wanted to increase 
parent attendance over 
previous years. They 
decided that having a 
theme would be fun and 
wanted to help students 
and families remember 
to attend. Celebrating 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday and 
Read Across America 
Day seemed to be a good idea, said 
the ATP team, “We also liked the idea 
of creating an easy game to support 
children’s foundational reading skills at 
each grade level.” The kindergarten 
teachers selected a consonant-
vowel-consonant (CVC) bingo activity 

and	the	first	grade	teachers	chose	a	
Sight Word Go-Fish game. Teachers 
introduced the games in class so that 
students could “teach” their families 
how to play at Dr. Seuss Night and at 
home. 
 Dr. Seuss showed up early to greet 
everyone at the front door and guide 
them down the hall where dinner 
was served, donated by the school’s 
community partner, Little Caesars Pizza. 
Over 250 parents and their 93 children 
attended. They ate picnic style. Then 
parents went to the library with the 
school’s reading specialist to learn 
about the school’s reading program, 
goals	for	kindergarten	and	first	grade,	
and strategies they can use at home, in 
the car, and on walks. The information 
was presented in English with Spanish 

translation via headsets. A 
representative from Mid-
Columbia Libraries discussed 
reading resources for 
families that were available 
on the library’s website. 
Parents could sign up for 
library cards, if desired. Then, 
parents picked out a free 

book for their child that was donated 
through a local reading foundation. 
Meanwhile, students were in their 
classrooms playing the literacy game 
with their teacher. Parents met their 
children, learned the games, and then 
took their child to the gym for Dr. Seuss 

Parents learned the 
games, and then 
took their child to 

the gym for Dr. Seuss 
to read aloud one of 

his stories. 
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to read aloud one of his stories. 
 After the read aloud, families 
were thanked for attending with a 
box of food from 2nd Harvest—a local 
foodbank. This community partner 
brought 1200 pounds of food to 
distribute. Food for thought and food 
for families—both much appreciated. 
The ATP and teachers believe the high 
attendance was due to the theme, 
the food, free books for children, and 

good advertising. Vista publicized Dr. 
Seuss	Night	for	several	weeks	with	flyers,	
the school reader board, Facebook, 
Remind101, and stickers-on-students 
as	a	final	reminder	on	the	day	of	the	
event. In all, it was a fun time where 
parents gained ideas for helping 
students with early literacy learning at 
home, students played literacy games, 
and everyone met Dr. Seuss. 

Once Upon A Time K-1 Reading Night
Edison Elementary School4Type

 Reading has the power to take 
us anywhere, to see anything, and to 
be anybody. This notion combined 
with a commitment to establish a solid 
foundation in reading skills, as well as a 
lifelong love of reading, inspired Once 
Upon a Time, Edison’s K-1 reading 
night. Designed and planned by K-1 
teachers, reading specialists, and 
Action Team For Partnership members, 
Edison Elementary played host to a 
very magical night. With a heavier 
focus on community involvement, 
invitations were accepted from 
our local library, 21st Century (an 
academic enrichment program), and 
the Mid-Columbia Reading Foundation. 
To	publicize	the	event,	flyers	were	sent	
home in applicable languages, and 
to drum up extra excitement K-1 staff 
dressed	in	theme	as	fairy	tale	figures	
the day of the event.
 Parents and family members 

gathered in the gym for a greeting 
from the principal followed by a 
musical performance by both grade 
levels. Students rejoined their families 
and collected their magic pouch 
--	a	bag	filled	with	not	only	a	map	
and list of activities planned for that 
evening, but also at-home activities 
and resources for parents to help 
develop literacy in the home. Families 
then made their way to students’ 
homerooms.
 In their homerooms, each teacher 
had a unique activity planned. 
While	the	specifics	of	each	activity	
varied, they all focused on important, 
fundamental, and developmentally 
appropriate skills: sound segmentation, 
initial sound identifying & matching, 
rhyming, and more in both English and 
Spanish, as appropriate. The evening 
was structured as such to allow 
students and their families to travel 
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they offered for those third, fourth 
and	fifth	graders.	The	Mid-Columbia	
Reading Foundation was able to 
provide resources to parents and a free 
book for students in attendance.

	 	 Reflecting	on	the	night,	
it was a great success. Not 
only were teachers & staff 
members able to initiate 
and strengthen relationships 
with families, but community 
members were able to make 
contact with those who 
could be served. While over 
the course of the night, a 
few oversights were noticed 
– mostly concerning serving 
100% of our multilingual 
questions and needs – the 
goals of the night were 
met, beyond our fantasies: 

classroom activities focusing on 
take-home skills, family connection 
to community resources, positive 
connection to families, and providing a 
book to all attending students. 

together playing different games and 
participating in a variety of activities 
not only in other classrooms, but also 
hallways and other common areas. 
While the academic work was rigorous, 
a fantasy themed 
photo-booth allowed 
for bonus smiles and a 
visual memory of the 
evening. 
 Taking place 
early in the year, Once 
Upon a Time allowed 
for parents and families 
to connect with a 
local community 
members and services. 
The Mid-Columbia 
Library provided a 
representative who not 
only gave information 
about the library system, but also 
allowed for students and parents alike 
to sign up for library cards. 21st Century 
was able to connect with parents 
about older siblings regarding the 
before & after school support services 

Not only were 
teachers & 

staff members 
able to initiate 
and strengthen 

relationships 
with families, 

but community 
members were able 

to make contact 
with those who 

could be served.



Academic Goals
Science



	 The	first	science	fair	at	Eastgate	
Elementary School took a different 
approach from most science fairs. 
The Action Team For Partnership and 
science teachers were not sure if 
students had a good understanding 
of how to plan and conduct an 
individual project or if students’ families 
were comfortable with discussing, 
monitoring, or helping their child with 
an experiment and presentation. 
Rather than ask 
all students to 
complete their 
projects at home, 
each teacher 
planned to conduct 
a science fair 
project as a class. A 
topic was selected, 
but students had 
to come up with 
questions and 
procedures, type them up, and 
present	the	findings	to	a	judge.	
 Depending on the grade level 
and project problem, teachers 
provided access to ideas, background 
research, materials, and time for 
students to work. Teachers also 
taught	scientific	procedures	so	that	
the students were learning how to 
be scientists. They guided the class to 
create a display board summarizing 
the project for the fair. Students were 
responsible for the presentations to 
judges. In most cases, the classroom 

Community Connections Create Chemistry 
Eastgate Elementary School

was the science “lab” and the student 
scientists worked together. Along 
with the whole-class projects, some 
students worked in small groups or 
individually. Fifth grade students who 
wanted to go beyond the class topic 
could participate in an after school 
science club to develop and conduct 
individual and partner projects. 
The club met for 90 minutes once a 
week for ten weeks. In some cases, 

students with different abilities 
and talents worked together. 
For example, the teacher for 
the club observed two girls 
who were best friends working 
together on a science project. 
One girl was a high performing 
student and the other struggled 
with most academic tasks. Both 
succeeded as partners on the 
inquiry-based science project. 
The high achiever was stretched 

by taking responsibility to evaluate the 
data. The struggling student grew by 
taking responsibility to organize and 
write the project report. 
 The 21st Century After-School 
Coordinator contacted parents to 
encourage them to attend and 
participate in the school’s science fair. 
Because the after-school program 
has regularly scheduled family nights, 
she was able to collaborate with the 
ATP and science teachers to increase 
the number of parents attending 
the science fair. The afterschool staff 
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...they caught the 
spirit of inquiry and 

announced that 
they were going 
to go home that 
night and do the 
experiment as a 

family.



also helped set-up, run activities, and 
clean up after the fair. Eastgate also 
worked with a high school science 
teacher who came to the elementary 
school with several advanced high 
school students to serve as judges 
for the science fair. Additional 
community involvement came as a 
local museum attended the science 
fair and provided hands-on activities 
for students and their families. The 
poster boards that summarized each 

class’s	findings	were	displayed	in	
hallways around the school in time 
for parent-teacher conferences. As 
families moved through the building, 
many took the time to stop and read 
the boards. One family wondered 
about the results of one of the 
experiments. Instead of closing their 
minds, they caught the spirit of inquiry 
and announced that they were going 
to go home that night and do the 
experiment as a family. 
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The day of the 
event a couple 

of teachers even 
dressed up like 

mad scientists to 
encourage the 

students to come 
that night!

 The Action Team For Partnerships 
wanted to provide an opportunity 
for families to engage together in 
various STEM activities. During a staff 
meeting they presented the event idea 
and details hoping to 
increase attendance 
and interest, and it 
worked! All hands were 
on deck the night of the 
event, including student 
leaders and staff.
 Each grade-level 
team was asked to 
come up with one idea 
of a STEM activity they 
would setup and run during the night. 
This helped improve school and staff 

Mad Scientist STEM Night 
Southgate Elementary School4/6Ty

pe

buy-in and increase staff participation. 
The day of the event a couple of 
teachers even dressed up like mad 
scientists to encourage the students to 
come that night!

  Families had so much 
fun doing the STEM opener 
activities then working on the 
other experiments. It was a 
great opportunity for families 
and staff to mingle together 
in a low stress, light hearted 
way. The goal for the night 
was that kids got excited 
about STEM and families felt 
welcomed and appreciated 

at our school. They exceeded their 
goal!



Academic Goals
Other Activities



 The Action Team For Partnerships 
and teachers at Cottonwood 
and Edison Elementary Schools 
both conducted activities to help 
students and parents think positively 
about	the	benefits	of	homework	for	
student learning and to encourage 
conversations about students’ ideas 
and work at home. At Cottonwood, 
the meeting with parents and students 
about homework focused on students 
in grades K-2. Students and parents 
gathered to build a three-section 
collapsible privacy wall or “homework 
station” where 
students can retreat 
at home to do their 
work in their own 
quiet space. Parents 
and students picked 
up directions on 
how to build a sturdy 
homework station to 
use at home. Each 
student received a packet of age-
appropriate learning tools, including 
alphabet charts, number charts, math 
operations, sight words, and color 
words to take home to help them 
on various homework assignments. 
They also could choose printouts of 
motivational quotes and sayings, and 
crayons to decorate their stations. 
Teachers circulated to meet families, 
answer questions, and provide advice. 
 At Edison Elementary, the 2nd 

Homework Center Make It and Take It Night 
2nd Grade Homework Night  
Cottonwood and Edison Elementary Schools

grade teachers wanted to work 
collaboratively on this year’s event to 
bring students and families together 
as a grade-level community. Teachers 
set up tables around the school gym 
to explain expectations for students’ 
homework, distribute materials and 
resources for students and parents, 
and to answer questions about how 
to help at home. At Edison, other 
features included a presentation 
by the public librarian about online 
reading resources and how to obtain 
a library card. At each table, teachers 

demonstrated games, activities, 
and tips to use when students 
and parents worked together 
on homework. At another 
table were materials, such 
as donated pizza boxes and 
math supplies for students and 
parents to build and decorate 
a privacy “homework station” 
as a designated place for 

students to do their work. 
 Both schools had a similar 
purpose, but each one customized its 
activities. At Cottonwood, teachers 
in grades K-2 met to discuss materials 
for the resource packets for students. 
They made sample homework stations. 
At Edison, the 2nd grade teachers 
gathered materials and contacted 
the local library to be a partner for 
the homework night. The schools were 
variously supported by an ATP budget, 

They also know 
that parents can be 
powerful, positive 

motivators, but 
want information on 
how best to help at 

home.
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PTO funds, Title I funds, and donations. 
They advertised the meeting to 
encourage parents of children in 
the	targeted	grade	levels	with	fliers,	
reminders, and social media platforms. 
The ATPs, teachers, and other partners 
(e.g., PTA or PTO and community 
groups) may address similar topics—
such as homework— and use their 
creative powers to develop activities 
that meet the needs of their own 

students and parents. Teachers know 
that homework helps students practice 
new skills and get ready for the next 
lesson. They also know that parents 
can be powerful, positive motivators, 
but want information on how best 
to help at home. In their own ways, 
Cottonwood and Edison demonstrated 
how schools, families, students, and the 
community can collaborate to improve 
the homework process.
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 The Action Team for Partnerships 
(ATP) at Sunset View Elementary 
decided that in order to best serve their 
families and students, they should work 
first	to	build	the	capacity	of	their	school	
staff to understand the backgrounds 
of their families. One 
of the areas they 
identified	that	needed	
more knowledge was 
in the area of trauma. 
Through a connection 
in our local health 
department, the ATP 
scheduled a public 
health nurse who is 
an expert on Adverse 
Childhood Experiences 
(ACES) and how that 
trauma can impact 
behaviors and learning. 
 The nurse presented the training 
to staff during two separate training 
sessions.	The	first	one	focused	on	what	
happens to the brain under high levels 
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This training was the 
beginning of very 
meaningful and 

healthy discussions 
about the kids and 

families Sunset 
View serves and 

provided them with 
a different lens they 
could use to better 
understand them.

of stress over a long period of time. The 
second session was about what the 
school can do to help build resiliency in 
children and families. This training was 
the beginning of very meaningful and 
healthy discussions about the kids and 

families Sunset View serves and 
provided them with a different 
lens they could use to better 
understand them. 
 While this activity didn’t 
directly impact families like 
an event would, it did help 
change the conversation 
about students and families 
that can have a tendency 
to be marginalized at school. 
Instead of pointing blame, 
Sunset View staff have 
begun to seek a deeper 
understanding and an 

authentic attempt to build relationships. 
Next year, Sunset View plans to further 
develop purposeful relationships with 
their families and students. 
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