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Vision All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and 
civic engagement.

Mission Transform K–12 education to a system that is centered on closing 
opportunity gaps and is characterized by high expectations for all 
students and educators. We achieve this by developing equity-
based policies and supports that empower educators, families, 
and communities.

Values • Ensuring Equity
• Collaboration and Service
• Achieving Excellence through Continuous Improvement
• Focus on the Whole Child
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Equity Statement Each student, family, and community possesses strengths and 
cultural knowledge that benefits their peers, educators, and 
schools.
Ensuring educational equity:
• Goes beyond equality; it requires education leaders to examine 

the ways current policies and practices result in disparate 
outcomes for our students of color, students living in poverty, 
students receiving special education and English Learner 
services, students who identify as LGBTQ+, and highly mobile 
student populations.

• Requires education leaders to develop an understanding of 
historical contexts; engage students, families, and community 
representatives as partners in decision-making; and actively 
dismantle systemic barriers, replacing them with policies and 
practices that ensure all students have access to the instruction 
and support they need to succeed in our schools.
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The first portion of the SEL 
Curriculum Grant Rubric is very 
straightforward. The district will 
supply this information in the 
application. There is no 
numerical value for this section  
because allof these items are 
required to receive the grant. 
Note: The only question in Part A that is 
not “Yes/No” is question number 2. 
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The second portion of the SEL Curriculum 
Grant Rubric corresponds to the second 
page of the iGrants application wherein 
districts go into more detail regarding 
their needs, engagement practices, and 
implementation strategies. These 
questions are assigned a numerical score. 
In order for districts to qualify for 
funding, they must receive a 
cumulative score of at least 32 points 
in Part B of the rubric.
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Gauging Student Needs
The SEL Curriculum Grant application asks what 
the district’s SEL needs are and what data sources 
were used to identify those needs. In order to 
implement SEL curriculum with fidelity, districts 
and schools must assess and gauge student 
needs. Districts should use more than one 
source and should not use national data. There 
are several ways to do this, including:
• Meeting with families of students
• Conducting focus groups
• Healthy Youth Survey data
• Conducting community forums
• Climate surveys

One exemplary answer received on an application is as 
follows:
“Our District’s 2020-21, and current 2021-22 student 
climate survey data as well as discipline data, point to 
increased levels of stress, impulsivity, anxiety, lack of 
boundaries, and low emotion regulation.... Our school 
communities (School leaders, teachers, counselors, families, 
and community partners) have been requesting SEL 
materials since schools closed due to COVID-19 and have 
been increasingly requesting ongoing 
prevention/classroom education for all students.  At the 
start of the 2021-22 school year, our SEL team selected and 
vetted a menu of materials to offer schools to pilot this 
school year. Based on this pilot, district-wide data 
collection efforts are being developed (using school 
climate survey, discipline data, and staff survey data) to 
assess key markers for student success, including school 
connectedness, a sense of safety, and student engagement.  
These data points will be analyzed by gender, race, and 
more.”
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Community and Family Engagement
While SEL is broadly relevant and applicable 
across content areas and grade-bands, it 
requires buy-in from students, families, and 
school staff alike. The district should be 
specifically engaging with the students and 
families about the SEL needs also ensuring 
the cultural needs are met by this 
engagement. This gives them an opportunity 
to talk about the specifics. Good community 
and family engagement looks like:
• Regular, two-way and meaningful 

communication between parents and school 
personnel

• Outreach to diverse families
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An exemplary answer to the question of how the district 
is engaging with communities and families is:

“In addition to student climate surveys, where students 
identify their own sense of safety, connectedness, and 
self-efficacy, families have been invited to give input on 
priorities as we reopened schools.  These family surveys 
indicated that SEL supports, and skill instruction were of 
high importance. In addition, preschools, community-
based organizations, and youth-serving organizations 
have been connecting with the Family and Community 
Partnerships Office in pursuit of partnering on SEL 
messaging, instruction and supports.”



SEL Content Delivery
Just as important as the choice in curriculum 
that a district employs are the methods of 
delivery. A key question on the SEL 
Curriculum Grant application asks districts 
how they plan to deliver the content, who 
will deliver it, and how often it will be 
delivered. All three components of this 
questions must be answered in thoughtful 
and detailed ways that show the intention of 
the district to follow through and implement 
with fidelity. 

“We have been using Second Step in the district for a long 
time and have worked intentionally for the last couple of 
years to recommit to the curriculum.  One step in this was 
to purchase the digital version of Second Step for all 
elementary schools for one year.  The response has been 
very favorable, with reports that teachers use and 
appreciate having this access.  Our goal will be to fund a 3-
year digital license for the elementary schools who have 
committed to using it - and the curriculum will be delivered 
to students through morning meeting or dedicated SEL 
time in the teachers' calendars.”
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Some implementation resources:
• WA SEL Implementation Guide
• CASEL’s District Resource Center
• School District Findings: SEL Implementation 

in Schools (CASEL)

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/studentsupport/sel/pubdocs/Appendix%20C%20Washington%20SEL%20Implementation%20Guide%20final.pdf
https://drc.casel.org/?_gl=1%2A15j6i9t%2A_ga%2AOTk5ODg2NjEwLjE2NDc1NTI4MjA.%2A_ga_WV5CMTF83E%2AMTY3Mjg1MDg4NC4yMC4xLjE2NzI4NTI5ODcuMC4wLjA.
https://casel.org/sel-in-schools-nationally-and-in-the-cdi/
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