
Intervener Training Program: 
Increasing Qualified Personnel for Students who are Deafblind 

What is an Intervener? 
“Interveners provide access to information, communication and facilitate the development of 
social and emotional well-being for children who are deafblind… Intervener services are 
provided by an individual, typically a paraeducator, who has received specialized training in 
deafblindness and the process of intervention. An intervener provides consistent one-to-one 
support to a student who is deafblind (ages 3 through 21) throughout the instructional day.”  

Background: In 2011, the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) requested that the 
National Center on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB) provide recommendations on the effectiveness of 
interveners with students who are deafblind.  

Using a document from NCDB, each IEP team can determine whether an intervener is needed 
for the student to access instruction and the general education curriculum. 

In 2018, OSPI Assistant Superintendent, Glenna Gallo, confirmed support for the recognition, 
training and use of DeafBlind Interveners in Washington and encouraged districts to work with 
Washington Sensory Disabilities Services (WSDS) to this end.  

Intervener Training Project: WSDS is pleased to announce scholarship opportunities for school 
year 2021/2022. Applications are now being accepted from Washington state paraprofessionals 
to receive training through the online DeafBlind Intervener Program (DBI) at Central Michigan 
University (CMU) and obtain a national credential. In 2019–2020, two paraeducators (Seattle, 
South Kitsap) completed the 12-credit undergraduate program. In 2020–2021, three para-
educators (Bellingham, Evergreen, White Salmon) will complete in June.  

The online application for the DBI Program is open. Deadline is May 4, 2021. 

For more information visit the DeafBlind Intervener Credential web page on the WSDS website.  

Please share the above with your staff, if your district has:  

• at least one student on the Washington State Deaf-Blind Child Count. 
• a paraeducator or braillist who supports a student who is deafblind.  

Since 2012, more than seven states have committed to the recognition, training, certification, 
and use of interveners. Read state success stories. 

We look forward to partnering with you and your district to create our state’s success story.  

• Katie Humes, Director 
• WSDS/Deaf-Blind Project 
• Washington State School for the Blind (WSSB): 360-947-3295 
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