
 

   

September 2022: Early Childhood 
Special Education (ECSE) Updates 

PreK- Inclusion Collaboration Team Fall 2022 Convening  
Register for the Pre-K Inclusion Collaboration Team Fall 2022 Convening on Monday October 
10th, 9am–1pm. The Pre-K Inclusion Collaboration Team envisions an equitable system of 
inclusive practices for all children in early learning settings that meets the needs of a wide range 
of community partners, from the families who engage in the systems to the leaders and 
educators that facilitate it. This convening features keynote speaker Jon Claymore, 
Superintendent of Taholah School District, and will include interactive workshop activities for 
participants to provide recommendations on the development of policies, tools and resources 
that can bring this vision of inclusion to life across the early learning landscape.   

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) Essential Reminders   
Child Find Public Awareness Requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA).  

Local school districts need to have Child Find notices that are inclusive of children ages birth 
through 21. When a district receives a referral, they are responsible for getting the referral to the 
appropriate evaluation team based on the age of the student to determine eligibility. In the case 
of a referral for an infant/toddler, districts have joint child find responsibilities with their local 
IDEA Part C Early Intervention Provider Agency (EIPA).  

Summary of Key Updates to WAC 392-172A 

The purpose of this document is to clarify the obligations of districts to support children ages 3–
5 years eligible for IDEA, Part B. Here is one example from the WAC updates specific to early 
childhood:  

WAC 392-172A-02080 Transition of children from the Part C program to preschool 
programs 2021 Updates specific to ECSE: (2)(b) Within twenty-five school days following 
the transition planning conference, a determination whether or not to evaluate the 
student for Part B will be made. The district will provide prior written notice of the 
decision that complies with the requirements of WAC 392- 172A-05010.  

Actions within an Effective IEP Process  
ECTA Center Resource: Making Sound Preschool LRE Decisions. Following the IEP development 
process is critical to determining the best placement for each young child with a disability. The 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ea8ccb2c42654058a38fc41086037601
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/earlychildhood/pubdocs/Child-Find-Community-Awareness.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/earlychildhood/pubdocs/ECSE-Summary-Key-WAC-Updates.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172A-02080
https://ectacenter.org/topics/iep/iep-placement.asp#actions


  

IEP team, which includes the family, determines placement following the guiding principles and 
key characteristics listed below.  

Child Find Public Awareness and Developmental Monitoring 
Tools  
ECTA Center Resource: Public Awareness and Developmental Monitoring. Public awareness 
efforts are important to ensure that all children with disabilities residing in the state and are in 
need of special education and related services (for example, children with disabilities who are 
homeless or are wards of the state, children with disabilities attending private schools, or 
migrant children) are identified, located, and evaluated.  

https://ectacenter.org/topics/earlyid/pubaware.asp#partb
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