
 

   

September 2021 Update: Early 
Childhood Special Education 

ESIT Over Three Summer Services: Exploration Stage 
Children with disabilities receiving early intervention services who turn three years old by May 
1st and transition out of Early Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT) services are experience a 
gap in services due to summer closures of school and preschool programs. This gap in services 
is an issue that is particularly impactful for children with special needs1 and other historically 
marginalized children and families including children of color and children in families 
experiencing financial insecurity and other stressors2.    

Extending ESIT services over age three for the summer months has the potential to narrow the 
gap by supporting the following outcomes:   

• Children have positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships).   
• Children acquire and use knowledge and skills (including early language, communication, 

and literacy).   
• Children use appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.   

ESIT partners seek to address these disparities by offering families a summer extension of ESIT 
services for eligible children who turn three as of May 1, through IDEA Part C State Incentive 
Grants (SIGs) funding. To offer this opportunity, states must have OSEP-approved state policies 
and procedures for the Extended Part C option. Of note for Part B partners, the timeline for 
transition from Part C to B will not be impacted by this opportunity, and the IEP still needs to be 
in place by the child’s third birthday.   

Next Steps and Timelines 
• Develop detailed work plan in collaboration with OSPI Special Education partners.   
• Begin drafting revisions for ESIT State Policies and Procedures for public comment.   
• Submit revised ESIT State Policies and Procedures for OSEP review and approval.   
• Plan and facilitate Community Forums, Listening Circles, and other stakeholder activities 

to establish parameters and aspirational timelines for implementation.    
• Review and adjust ESIT Over Three Summer Services work plan to include final 

implementation targets.   
• Establish performance metrics to evaluate efficacy and project outcomes.   

If you have questions or would like further information, please contact ESIT State Lead Agency 
representative Laurie Thomas, ESIT Program Administrator or OSPI State Education Agency 
representative Tania May, State Special Education Director.   

mailto:laurie.thomas@dcyf.wa.gov
mailto:tania.may@k12.wa.us


  

State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) for FFY 2019  
We invite you to review the newly released State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) -B17, Phase 
III - Evaluation Report for Year Five: FFY 2019 which highlights future work in early childhood 
special education directly connected to Washington Pyramid Model (an Early Childhood MTSS 
framework), targeted Social Emotional Learning, and the development of the Washington 
Pyramid Model Training and Coaching Network.   

National ECSE Resources   
• Return to School Roadmap: Children with Disabilities under IDEA  
• Return to School Roadmap: Q&A on Child Find Under Part B of the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (PDF)  
• Restart & Recovery: Addressing Unfinished Learning for the Youngest Learners 

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/earlychildhood/pubdocs/ssip-phaseiii-eval-rpt-yr-5.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/earlychildhood/pubdocs/ssip-phaseiii-eval-rpt-yr-5.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/rts-idea-08-24-2021.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/rts-qa-child-find-part-b-08-24-2021.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/rts-qa-child-find-part-b-08-24-2021.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://learning.ccsso.org/restart-recovery-addressing-unfinished-learning-for-the-youngest-learners
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