
 

   

Early Childhood Special Education 
(ECSE) Updates 

Early Childhood Outcomes (Indicator B7) 
The federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) requires local school districts to report 
outcomes data for every student in preschool who receives special education services through 
an Individualized Educational Program (IEP). Early childhood outcomes data are collected when 
a student begins to receive special education services (usually around age 3) and again when 
the student exits from preschool, including to enter a Transitional Kindergarten program.  

The goal of early intervention and early childhood special education is to enable young children 
with disabilities to be active and successful participants during their early childhood years and in 
the future.  

• ECTA Center: Aligning a Child's Functional Skills with the Breadth of the Three Child 
Outcomes 

• ECTA Center: Child Outcomes 
• Early Childhood Outcomes (Indicator B7) | OSPI 
• Early Childhood Outcomes Reporting Guidance | OSPI 

LRE and Regular Early Childhood Programs 
The Dear Colleague Letter on Preschool Least Restrictive Environment outlines where preschool 
aged children might receive IDEA services, and defines the "regular class" as a "preschool setting 
with typically developing peers". All programs have the responsibility to meet the needs of all 
children in their care. State ratios for programs vary by age of the child, type of program, and 
funding requirements. To ensure FAPE, the LEA may provide services to a child in programs 
operated by community partners, such as Head Start or community-based childcare, or private 
preschool.  

• Decision Tree/Flow Chart  
• LRE Calculator  
• CEDARS Manual 

New Documents to Encourage Collaboration Between State 
Agencies, Local Agencies and Head Start 
The U.S. Department of Education's Office of Special Education Programs, and the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services' Office of Head Start are releasing new documents to 
encourage collaboration between state educational agencies (SEAs), local educational agencies 

https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cos-align.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cos-align.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/childoutcomes.asp
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/early-childhood-special-education/early-childhood-outcomes-indicator-7
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/earlychildhood/pubdocs/Early%20Childhood%20Outcomes%20Rpting%20Guidance.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/idea/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/preschool-lre-dcl-1-10-17.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/data/forms/ec_lre_decision_tree.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/data/forms/lre_verif_calculator.xlsx
https://www.k12.wa.us/data-reporting/reporting/cedars


  

(LEAs), and Head Start programs to effectively meet the Individual with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) requirements.  

• Dear Colleague Letter on Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Services in 
Head Start 

• Guidance on Creating an Effective Memorandum of Understanding to Support High 
Quality Inclusive Early Childhood Systems 

These documents make clear that SEAs, LEAs, and Head Start programs all have responsibilities 
for implementing IDEA to ensure that children with disabilities enrolled in Head Start programs 
receive a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment. 

 

 

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/dear-colleague-letter-on-idea-services-in-head-start/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/dear-colleague-letter-on-idea-services-in-head-start/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/guidance-on-creating-an-effective-memorandum-of-understanding-to-support-high-quality-inclusive-early-childhood-systems-oct-5-2022/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/guidance-on-creating-an-effective-memorandum-of-understanding-to-support-high-quality-inclusive-early-childhood-systems-oct-5-2022/

	Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) Updates
	Early Childhood Outcomes (Indicator B7)
	LRE and Regular Early Childhood Programs
	New Documents to Encourage Collaboration Between State Agencies, Local Agencies and Head Start

