
 

   

May 2022 Update: Early Childhood 
Special Education 

Family Solution Toolkit 
The National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations (NCPMI) has curated a family solution kit 
available in Spanish and English that helps children to recognize a situation as a problem and 
then try to engage in different solutions. This solution kit resource includes additional solutions 
relevant to situations that may occur at home. Learn more about the solution toolkit, related 
best practice, and access related resources.  

The State of Preschool Yearbook 2021 
The State of Preschool 2021 annual report covers the 2020–21 school year, the first school year 
fully impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  In the report, NIERR lays out policy 
recommendations for states, including Washington, and the federal government to expedite 
increased access to high-quality, full-day preschool. Review the Executive Summary or Full 
Report for comprehensive information. Notably, the News Release indicates that Washington 
increased Preschool enrollment and spending amid the pandemic.  

Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight and Accountability 
Committee WaKIDS Bias Review  
The Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee (EOGOAC) was 
charged by the 2020 supplemental operating budget bill (SB 6168/HB 2325) to review the 
Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (WaKIDS), including professional 
development available to educators and other assessment materials and tools, for opportunities 
to reduce bias in the observational assessment process and materials, and barriers to 
implementation of the inventory. A subcommittee of the EOGOAC received feedback from 
relevant community partners, such as kindergarten teachers who are representative of or who 
teach in schools with diverse student subgroups, a representative from a tribal school who is 
currently using the inventory, and parents who are representative of student populations that 
have historically scored low on the inventory, and who are recommended by an organization 
that serves parents of color. Together with community partners, the subcommittee identified 
sources of bias and structural barriers to culturally and developmentally appropriate 
implementation that fit into four broad categories that include: 

1. bias in the process  
2. developmental appropriateness  
3. systemic barriers and  
4. use of the results. 

https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/solution-kit-families_SP.pdf
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/solution-kit-families.pdf
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Implementation/family.html
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Implementation/family.html
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/YB2021_Executive_Summary.pdf
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/YB2021_Full_Report.pdf
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/YB2021_Full_Report.pdf
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/YB2021_Washington.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2325&Chamber=House&Year=2019


  

The report was released in March 2022, which is available on the website for viewing, and it 
includes 19 recommendations to address potential areas identified for bias and barriers. We 
encourage district and school administrators to review the report and host discussions and 
conversations with their staff members to brainstorm and develop action plans to tackle some 
or all recommendations in ways that are most suitable to their unique environments. The Early 
Learning office at OSPI is committed to address these recommendations as well and spearhead 
ways to support reducing opportunities for bias and barriers in WaKIDS implementation through 
guidance and resources. 

ECTA Tool Spotlight: Indicators of High-Quality Inclusion 
Co-led by ECTA and the National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations (NCPMI) and includes 
partners from across the early care and education system, four sets of Indicators of High-Quality 
Inclusion address inclusive policies and practices at the state, local program leadership and early 
care and education environments levels. Designed to improve and increase inclusive 
opportunities for young children with disabilities and their families through system and practice 
refinements, these indicators support state leaders, local administrators and front-line personnel 
in the early care and education system. 

• Twelve state indicators detail the key elements needed for an early childhood 
infrastructure across state agencies and federal programs. 

• Twelve community indicator allows for Community Inclusion Teams (CITs) that bring 
service providers and families together to build community-wide awareness and vision of 
the importance of early childhood inclusion. 

• Nine local program indicators help cross-sector early childhood leadership efforts 
increase access and meaningful participation of young children with disabilities. 

• Twelve Early Childhood Education Environment (ECEE) indicators help personnel provide 
effective supports and services to young children with disabilities. 

Read more on the ECTA website. 

National Blogs and Resources: 
• National P3 Center: Cross-Systems Work: Transitions from Head Start to Kindergarten 
• Prenatal-to-3 Policy Impact Center: The Build Back Better Act: Increasing Affordability, 

Access, and Quality of Child Care for Infants and Toddlers 
• Child Care Services Administration: A Look at Salary/Wage Scales for the Early Childhood 

Educator Workforce 

https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/workgroups-committees/currently-meeting-workgroups/educational-opportunity-gap-oversight-and-accountability-committee/eogoac-publications-and-reports
https://ectacenter.org/
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators.asp
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators.asp
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators.asp
https://nationalp-3center.org/resources/hs2k/
https://pn3policy.org/resources/the-build-back-better-act-increasing-affordability-access-and-quality-of-child-care-for-infants-and-toddlers/
https://pn3policy.org/resources/the-build-back-better-act-increasing-affordability-access-and-quality-of-child-care-for-infants-and-toddlers/
https://www.teachecnationalcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/CCSA_2021_Salary-Scale-White-Paper-FINAL.pdf
https://www.teachecnationalcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/CCSA_2021_Salary-Scale-White-Paper-FINAL.pdf
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