
 

   

March 2022 Update: Early Childhood 
Special Education 

ESIT Over Three: Summer Services in Planning Stage for 
Summer 2023 
Children with disabilities receiving early intervention services who turn three years old by May 
1st and transition out of Early Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT) services often experience a 
gap in services due to summer closures of public schools and preschool programs. This summer 
gap in services is an issue that is particularly impactful for children with special needs and other 
historically marginalized children and families including children of color and children in families 
experiencing financial insecurity and other stressors.  

Extending ESIT Part C services for children over age three for the summer months has the 
potential to narrow the gap by supporting the following outcomes:  

a. Children have positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships). 
b. Children acquire and use knowledge and skills (including early language, communication, 

and literacy). 
c. Children use appropriate behaviors to meet their needs. 

The ESIT Program and its OSPI Special Education partners are collaborating to address potential 
disparities in access to summer services by offering families a summer extension of ESIT services 
for children meeting the eligibility criteria for expanded services and who turn three between 
May 1st and September 1st beginning with the summer of 2023. Initial start-up funding for this 
extension of services for eligible children is being sought through an anticipated IDEA Part C 
State Incentive Grant (SIG) opportunity.  

To be eligible for the SIG, states must have OSEP-approved state policies and procedures for the 
Extended Part C option. Of note for IDEA Part B partners, the timeline for transition from Part C 
to Part B will not be impacted by this opportunity, and the IEP still needs to be in place by the 
child’s third birthday. Stakeholder voice will be very important as this initiative moves forward 
with the planning and initial implementation phases. There are several stakeholder, community, 
and tribal partnership opportunities being planned over the next several months. Upcoming 
opportunities planned to date include:  

Upcoming Feedback Opportunities: 

1. Public Comment Periods for both the DCYF-ESIT (IDEA Part C) and OSPI (IDEA Part B) 
federal grant applications. 



  

2. OSPI Special Education (IDEA Part B) Federal Grant Public Hearings will be held on March 
10, 2022 at 3 pm and March 18, 2022 at 9 am and for real-time feedback. 

3. DCYF-ESIT (IDEA Part C) Federal Grant Public Hearings will be held in early April 2022 for 
real time feedback. 

4. Update and feedback at Pre-K Inclusion Champions gathering on April 14, 2022. 
5. A joint DCYF-ESIT and OSPI Family Input Forum will be scheduled in spring 2022 – keep 

an eye out for more information! 
6. OSPI Special Education Office Hours with Fiscal and Data partners on March 30, 2022 at 

1:00 pm. 
7. Update and feedback from DCYF/ESIT Statewide Interagency Coordinating Council on 

April 20, 2022. 

If you have questions, comments, or would like further information, please contact DCYF State 
Lead Agency representative Laurie Thomas, ESIT Program Administrator or OSPI State Education 
Agency representative Tania May, State Special Education Executive Director. 

New Preschool Environments Toolkit 
The Preschool Environments Toolkit 
provides materials and resources to help 
state education agencies (SEAs) and 
local education agencies (LEAs) collect, 
report, analyze, and use preschool 
environments data. The toolkit includes 
materials related to IDEA Section 618 
federal reporting requirements and 

populating Part B SPP/APR Indicator 6, and it offers a Preschool Environments Calculator and 
Data Analysis Tool to help states calculate and analyze Indicator 6 preschool educational 
environments data. 

Access this exciting new resource! 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82026612339
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82026612339
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81681907404
mailto:laurie.thomas@dcyf.wa.gov
mailto:laurie.thomas@dcyf.wa.gov
mailto:tania.may@k12.wa.us
mailto:tania.may@k12.wa.us
https://ideadata.org/resources/resource/2524/preschool-environments-toolkit

	ESIT Over Three: Summer Services in Planning Stage for Summer 2023
	New Preschool Environments Toolkit

