
 

   

June 2021: Special Education Fiscal 
Updates 

American Rescue Plan (ARP) IDEA Part B Funds 
Part B allocations have not been announced because we are waiting on OSEP’s revised 
allocation tables. 

OSEP provided the following information during the May 27, 2021 Monthly Technical Assistance 
call regrading ARP/IDEA funds: 

• OSEP will provide revised Part B allocation tables in mid-June 
• Allocation tables will include total amounts for both IDEA FFY 2021 and ARP/IDEA funds 
• ARP/IDEA funds will go out under a separate Grant Award Notice (GAN) and will be 

under a different CFDA 
• All ARP/IDEA funds are to be allocated to LEAs 
• The period of availability will have the same period as the IDEA FFY2021 funds.  

o Funds must be obligated by September 30, 2023 

Special Education Base Payment Adjustments for Charter 
Schools 
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires (34 CFR 300.815, 34 CFR 300.705 
(b)(2), 34 CFR 300.816 (b)) OSPI to adjust the base payment portion of IDEA Part B subgrants to 
districts under the following circumstances: 

1. A new Local Education Agency (LEA)/Charter school is created. 
2. Two or more LEAs/charter schools combine into a new, single LEA. 
3. Two or more LEAs change geographic boundaries or administrative responsibility for 

providing services to students ages 3–21 for section 611, or the students ages 3–5 for 
section 619, including when one or more LEAs close. 

4. An LEA/charter had a base payment of $0 in its first year of operation because it did not 
serve students with disabilities (SWD) and now it does. 
 

When a charter school opens and students transfer from your district to the charter school, your 
Section 611 and/or 619 could be revised due to the requirements as stated above.  

Excess Cost Reminder 
The 2019–20 Excess Cost worksheet was due to OSPI February 28, 2020.  
 
Fifty-seven districts have not yet submitted the worksheet and is now four months overdue.  
 



  

It is crucial for outstanding districts to submit the 2019–20 Excess Cost worksheet by July 1, 
2021.  Districts that do not submit the 2019–20 worksheet may result in a hold on the release of 
50% of the district’s 2021–22 IDEA B allocations.  
 
Email completed worksheets to the Special Education Fiscal Team.   

Maintenance of Effort: Allowable Exceptions and Adjustments 
In anticipation of LEAs receiving ARP funding, special education wants to remind LEAs 
of Maintenance of Effort allowable adjustments and exceptions.  To take advantage of the 
allowable adjustments for the 2020–21 school year, LEAs must not be designated as significantly 
disproportionate and do not have any outstanding reports due to OSPI.   

Fiscal Monitoring Guide and Risk Assessment 
Our Fiscal Monitoring Guide and Risk Assessment are posted to the OSPI website for review and 
comment.  

Questions or comments about these topics? Contact the Special Education Fiscal Team. 

mailto:speced.fiscal@k12.wa.us
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/finance-grants/pubdocs/MOE-Allowable-Exceptions.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/finance-grants/pubdocs/Draft%20Fiscal%20Monitoring%20Manual.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/finance-grants/pubdocs/Fiscal%20Risk%20Assessment.xlsx
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