
 

   

February 2022 Update: Special Education Policy 
and Procedure Revisions – due September 1, 2022 

To align with the updates to Washington Administrative Code (WAC) Chapter 392-172A that 
went into effect on October 15, 2021 and January 1, 2022, school districts are required to update 
their special education policy/procedure to address changes to: 

• Special education referral procedures; 
• Parent participation and language access resources; 
• Conditions on the use of isolation/restraint; 
• IEP preparation and content;  
• Transitions from Part C to Part B services;  
• Personnel qualifications; and 
• New definitions (e.g., regular early childhood program and developmental delayed). 

The WAC updates also contain housekeeping changes including updated language related to 
deaf and hard of hearing students and language revisions throughout for clarity. 

Districts are required to revise their special education policy and procedure by September 1, 
2022, in response to these regulatory changes. Once local school boards have adopted the 
revisions to the special education policy and procedure, districts must provide OSPI a copy of 
the updated policy/procedure. Districts must upload the updated policy and procedure to 
page 5 of the district’s 2022–23 IDEA Federal Fund Application (iGrants Form Package 
267), which is due no later than the close of business on Thursday, September 1, 2022.   

Please note that charter schools must also have an updated special education policy and 
procedure in place by the start of the charter’s school year. 

The Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA) has updated the special education 
policy and procedure (2161 and 2161P) to reflect the latest updates to WAC Chapter 392-172A. 
If you have questions about how to obtain the WSSDA model policy/procedure, please visit the 
WSSDA website or email Kelsey Winters.  

If you have questions about required changes to policy/procedure 2161, please email Scott 
Raub or call 360-725-6075.  

https://www.wssda.org/policy-legal/policy-services/
https://www.wssda.org/policy-legal/policy-services/
mailto:k.winters@wssda.org
mailto:scott.raub@k12.wa.us
mailto:scott.raub@k12.wa.us

