
 

   

2022 Legislative Session Summary 
Superintendent’s Message 
OLYMPIA—March 11, 2022—Yesterday, the Legislature concluded 
the legislative session, committing to critical and timely investments 
that will support the long-term success of all of Washington’s young 
people. 

Most notably, the Legislature made significant increases in the 
funding provided to schools for staffing to support students’ physical, 
mental, and emotional health. Funding for these additional staff will 
be phased-in over the next few years, and schools will begin receiving 
additional resources for these positions by next fall – having a near-
immediate impact on our schools’ ability to support students in 
pandemic recovery. 

Prioritizing the need for all students to learn in a safe building, the Legislature also made a 
substantial investment to expand support for school seismic safety retrofits. They also provided 
funding for school construction needs in small school districts, as well as for schools damaged 
by natural disasters. 

In addition, the Legislature invested in expanding access to financial education, modernizing 
mathematics, ensuring all families can engage with their child’s school in their native language, 
streamlining the process for families to apply for free and reduced-price meals, enhancing 
student media literacy, modernizing equipment in skill center healthcare simulation labs, and 
more. 

The Legislature also made substantial investments in housing, human services, and mental 
health services. Schools don’t operate in a vacuum, and students don’t learn at their best when 
they are experiencing insecurity in food or housing, struggling with their mental health, or 
navigating other concerns in their lives. Expanding support in these areas has far-reaching 
impacts in our classrooms and communities. 

I’m grateful to the budget writers and all of the legislators who honorably serve on the 
education and fiscal committees. This session, they made a clear statement about Washington’s 
commitment to our students, educators, and families. 

Passed Bills Relating to Special Education 
Below are summaries of bills impacting special education services. Hyperlinks to bill pages are 
found in the bill titles. The actual bill text, fiscal note, and committee reports can be found on 
the bill page.    



  

If you have questions about the following bills or any other bill/proviso not mentioned, please 
email David.Green@k12.wa.us.  

Following is a key to bill abbreviations: 
• SB – Senate Bill. A bill introduced in the Senate. 
• HB – House Bill. A bill introduced in the House. 
• SSB or SHB – An “S” before a House Bill or a Senate Bill indicates a Substitute Bill. This 

means the bill was amended from the original version. 
• 2SSB or 2SHB – A “2” indicates a second substitute. This means the bill was amended by 

a second committee typically a fiscal committee. 
• ESB or EHB – An “E” indicates an engrossed bill. This means the bill was amended on the 

floor of the chamber before it passed out of the house of origin. 
 

E2SHB 1153—Increasing language access in public schools 

 Requires school districts, charter schools, the state School for the Blind, and the Center 
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth (education entities) to collect data on language 
access and language access services. 

 Requires certain education entities to adopt a language access policy and procedures 
and to implement a language access program that meets stated requirements. 

 Requires establishment of credentialing requirements for spoken and sign language 
interpreters working in public schools to interpret for students' families. 

 Creates a Language Access Technical Assistance Program and a Language Access 
Advisory Committee. 

2SHB 1664—Concerning prototypical school formulas for physical, social, and 
emotional support in schools 

 Increases minimum allocations for nurses, social workers, psychologists, and counselors 
in the prototypical school funding model over three school years. 

 Designates certain staff positions as "physical, social, and emotional support staff" (PSES 
staff) and specifies that the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) may 
only allocate funding to the extent of and proportionate to a school district's 
demonstrated actual ratios of PSES staff.  

 Requires that funding for PSES staff be prioritized to staff with a valid educational staff 
associate certificate. 

 Requires the OSPI to submit to the Legislature four biennial implementation reports. 

SHB 1800—Increasing access to behavioral health services for minors 

 Requires the Health Care Authority (HCA) to dedicate at least one fulltime employee 
focused on connecting families, behavioral health providers, educators, and other 
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stakeholders with current information about law and policy related to behavioral health 
services for minors. 

 Requires the HCA to convene stakeholders to design, further define, and implement a 
parent portal. 

 Requires the HCA to conduct stakeholder engagement efforts instead of an annual 
survey in measuring the impacts of previous legislation related to minor behavioral 
health and delays some of the reporting requirements associated with that effort.  

 Modifies membership of the statewide advisory council for the State Office of Behavioral 
Health Consumer Advocacy. 

2SHB 1890—Concerning the children and youth behavioral health work group 

 Creates a strategic plan advisory group under the children and youth behavioral health 
work group for the purpose of developing a behavioral health strategic plan for children, 
youth transitioning to adulthood, and their caregivers. 

 Modifies the children and youth behavioral health work group by adding a member, 
allowing up to six meetings per year, and allowing stipends up to $200 per day for 
members with lived experience. 

2SHB 2008—Eliminating the use of intelligence quotient scores in determining 
eligibility for programs and services for individuals with developmental disabilities 

 Prohibits the Developmental Disabilities Administration from using intelligence quotient 
scores in determining eligibility for programs and services beginning July 1, 2025. 

SB 5539—Concerning state funding for educational service districts 

 Requires that state funding be provided to each educational service district (ESD) for the 
employer cost of school employees' benefits for employees of the ESD who are covered 
by collective bargaining. 

SB 5763—Eliminating subprevailing wage certificates for individuals with disabilities 

 Repeals the statute allowing the Department of Labor and Industries to issue special 
certificates for the employment of individuals with disabilities at wages lower than the 
applicable prevailing wage rate. 

2SSB 5789—Creating the Washington career and college pathways innovation 
challenge program 

 Creates the Washington Career and College Pathways Innovation Challenge Program 
(program) to award grants to local and regional entities for programs with the objective 
of meeting state educational attainment goals. 

 Directs the Student Achievement Council (Council) to administer the program based on a 
competitive grant process. 
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 Permits the Council to solicit and receive gifts, grants, and endowments from public or 
private sources in support of the program. 

 Repeals and modifies parts of the Washington Fund for Innovation and Quality. 

SSB 5790—Strengthening critical community support services for individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities  

 Requires the Department of Social and Health Services to establish a school to work 
program and a statewide council to connect high school students with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (IDD) to services provided by the Developmental Disabilities 
Administration. 

 Requires the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction to submit a list of students 
receiving special education services to state agencies working with individuals with IDD 
at least three years before the student leaves the school system. 
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