
 

   

April 2021 Update: News from 
Assessment and Student Information 

Washington’s Assessment and Accountability Strategic Waiver 
Request-Update 
The U.S. Department of Education issued a process for states to submit requests to waive some 
requirements for assessment and accountability in the 2020–21 school year. Washington 
anticipated submitted its waiver March 23 after eliciting public comment.  

The waiver includes four key components: 

• Washington will test a statistically representative sample of approximately 
50,000 students, rather than full-scale testing of all students who 
typically participate (700,000 students). Assessments would be in five grade levels, with 
only one subject per grade level. 

• Washington will report overall statewide results, as well as results for specific student 
groups.   

• An English language proficiency assessment will be administered to all state-identified 
English learners.   

• Schools currently identified for improvement supports under the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) will maintain that status in the 2021–22 school year.   

To learn more, visit the Washington State 2020-2021 Spring Assessment Plan Page. 

WA-AIM Window Extended to June 11 
To support districts transitioning more students back to in-person instruction during the month 
of April and in support of OSPI’s federal waiver request for flexibilities to our academic 
assessment administration, we have extended the WA-AIM window to June 11. 

What does the change in the test window mean for results? 

• All assessments submitted (partial or complete) will be scored. 
• Electronic reports of individual student results will be available in INSIGHT on August 9, 

2021. 
• District score files will post to WAMS by August 27, 2021 

What does the change in the test window mean to students looking to graduate? 

WA-AIM scores will not be available in time for fulfilling a graduation pathway for a student 
planning to graduate this spring. For a student planning to use this spring’s WA-AIM for 
graduation a district may: 

https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/washington-state-2020-21-spring-assessment-plan


  

• On behalf of a student, apply an individual waiver to the graduation pathways per the 
newly enacted State Board of Education emergency rules. – 2020-21 Emergency Rules 
FAQ 

• Allow the student to participate in graduation activities while awaiting WA-AIM results 
before conferring the student’s HS diploma. 

ELPA 21 Annual Assessment Window  
To learn more about the ELPA 21 Annual Assessment Window download this announcement 
and read the frequently asked questions. 

https://sbe.wa.gov/faqs/emergency_graduation_rules
https://sbe.wa.gov/faqs/emergency_graduation_rules
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WAOSPI/2021/03/11/file_attachments/1720672/Assessment%20Update-Final%2011MAR2021.pdf
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