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I have worked with young people in the high school setting since 1998. Previously, I was a professional 
cook and waiter and had graduated from culinary school in Seattle. I hold degrees in U.S. history and 
psychology and have earned a master’s degree in teaching from Southern Oregon University. 
  
I consider myself to be a lifelong resident of Washington State, born and raised, but have had the 
opportunity to live in all of the West Coast states: Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California, and Hawaii. In 
my childhood I was raised as an island boy, bouncing between a mother in San Juan Island and a father 
in Hawaii. I love the cultures of the West Coast and have spent the last 40 odd years engaged in all kind 
of work with all kinds of people, which gives me an interesting perspective in teaching. While I consider 
myself to be a West Coast American, I also consider myself to be a global citizen. I have lived in 
Grenoble, France and have traveled throughout Western Europe. 
  
For the first thirteen years of my teaching career I worked with at-risk students in very small school 
programs. I was the only social studies teacher and had to be very creative in teaching a wide variety of 
courses. I often created courses to meet the needs of the students I had in class. I have worked with 
students in an online setting (ALE) as well as in small and large classroom settings. For the past five years 
I have worked with a general population of students in a small school. I am endorsed in all social studies 
classes and highly qualified in visual art. For the past four years I have taught political science classes to 
my high school students through our local community college for college credit. 
  
At this point in my career my passions are divided between teaching social studies and teaching kids. 
Recently I have been studying Education for Sustainability which, I believe, blends content and pedagogy 
in a way that enhances and motivates student learning, while also preparing students for an uncertain 
future. I am currently working to build a network of community partners for our service learning 
program which will give students real world opportunities to apply classroom learning. 
  
Classes I teach:  
Social Studies: World History, US History, Washington State History, Civics, Current World Problems, 
Street Law, Psychology, Personal Finance, political science 202: American Government, PS 203: Foreign 
Relations, PS 204: comparative government. In art I teach ceramics and visual art. 
  
Extracurriculars:  
National Board Certified Teacher, Mock Trial coach, District Teaching & Learning team; Secondary 
Grading committee, Creator of Secondary Social Studies PLC, Preservice Teacher Mentor for WWU, 
District Service Learning Team, TPEP Pilot Team, Member: Community Engagement Fellows (WWU). 


