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Welcome and Introductions by Jerry Price, OSPI 
Legislative Charge SSB 5023: There are two charges for the Ethnic Studies Advisory Committee. One is to 

create a list of resources for educators and students across K-12. The second is to develop a framework for 

grades 7-12.  

 

What is Framework?  

A framework is like the bones or inner structure of a house. It provides the foundation and the undergirding 

for the meat and the walls. Frameworks allow some degree of flexibility and freedom that more specific 

curriculum, lessons, models and methods can build from.  

 



   Ethnic Studies Advisory Committee 

Seattle Public Schools’ teachers and UW faculty presented on the ethnic studies frameworks they have 

developed in different content areas. They described the history leading up to this work and the process for 

this work over the last three years. Frameworks, trainings, Culturally Responsive Teacher Leadership Cadre, 

Ethnic Studies Advisory Group and a Center for Racial Equity are components of their work. They discussed 

successes and challenges in their work and suggested ideas for furthering the work across the state. 

 

Edmonds School District presented information about the ethnic studies courses they’ve developed using 

Seattle’s work as a model. As most of the teaching force in the district is white, they are seeking interested 

teachers who teach ethnic studies and support their own self-reflection as individuals, as well as supporting 

their learning and growth in ethnic studies.  

 

History 
Dr. Wayne Au, University of Washington faculty, provided information on the historical roots of ethnic studies. 

He discussed its purpose and orientation and noted resources for more information. He discussed other states’ 

work in ethnic studies – Arizona, California, Oregon – and discussed recent work he has done with school 

districts in Washington, including Northshore and Mukilteo. Au discussed the differences between 

multicultural education and ethnic studies and the paradigm shift teachers will need to make with ethnic 

studies – the need to relearn subject matter, the need to relearn pedagogy and the need to relearn 

themselves.  

 

Workgroups 
Following lunch the Committee worked in three small groups to review and discuss Seattle’s ethnic studies 

frameworks in US history, math and English language arts, using a See-Think-Wonder protocol. Groups 

reported out their big ideas to the larger group making connections to their charge in developing an Ethnic 

Studies Framework for the state.   

 Need to remember and consider the statewide view of a Framework.  

 Providing district examples will help root people’s understanding of what Ethnic Studies can be. 

 Need a balance of general and specificity.  

 Community engagement is critical to growing ethnic studies in districts.  

 A Framework, itself, isn’t enough for readiness - there is more that is needed for pedagogy and 

developing your own self that is part of readiness.  

 Where does healing and pre-colonial history fit in?  

 

People signed up for subcommittee work.  

Next steps were shared.  

Last words were shared. 

Meeting adjourned. 


