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Washington adopted the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) in October of 2013. The transition/implementation 
process has begun in classrooms around the state. Development for the new assessments will begin in 2014-15. House 
Bill 1450 supports the transition from a biology end-of-course assessment to a “more comprehensive science 
assessment” (HB 1450, p.9) in high school. The assessment work will start with the construction of test blueprints, item 
specifications, and pilot item development. OSPI will solicit the involvement of grade-level and content-expert teachers 
of science during the process. Opportunities for teachers to participate will be widely advertised through the science 
assessment listserv (GovDelivery), the science assessment webpage, the Washington Assessment Weekly, and others. 
Although the first operational year for the new assessment is currently unknown, it is predicted to be no earlier than the 
spring of 2018. Throughout this transition period, OSPI’s science specialists in Assessment and in Teaching and Learning 
will continue to provide information and support for the field.  

 
Until the new NGSS assessments become operational, there will be an overlap between the assessment of the 2009 
standards and the implementation of NGSS. The 5th and 8th grade Science Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) as 
well as the Biology End-of-Course (EOC) exams will be administered to meet state and federal requirements. These 
exams will continue to assess student learning as detailed in the Washington State K-12 Science Learning Standards, 
adopted in 2009. Senate Bill 6145 requires students in the classes of 2017 and beyond to pass the Biology EOC exam to 
meet graduation requirements. When the new assessment becomes available, the plan for the transition of the 
assessment graduation requirement from the Biology EOC to the new assessment will be provided. In addition, all 
current Certificate of Academic Achievement options will remain available for high school students to meet the current 
assessment graduation requirement and will be augmented to support the transition graduation requirements when 
known.   

 
 
Tentative Assessment Timeline  
                   

 

Fall 2013

• NGSS Adopted
• Phase 1 Transition 

Begins

School Year 
2014 - 2015

• NGSS Transition 
and 
Implementation 
continues

• NGSS Assessment 
development 
begins

• 5th/8th grade MSP 
& Bio EOC continue

School Year 
2015 - 2016 

• NGSS 
Implementation 
continues

• NGSS Assessment 
development 
continues

• 5th/8th grade MSP 
& Bio EOC continue

School Year
2016 - 2017

• NGSS 
Implementation

• 5th/8th grade MSP 
& Bio EOC continue

School Year
2017 - 2018

• NGSS Fully 
Implemented

• Newly designed 
NGSS Assessments 
in spring


