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Over the last decade or so, the term “active shooter” has become part of our vocabulary.                                       

This document draws from several resources, and is designed to provide a brief introduction to “active 

shooters,” and preparation for such an eventuality. 

An Active Shooter is someone who is “actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a confined and 
populated area.”  
 

Shooter Statistics from 35 active shooter events in 2012:   (John Nicoletti, Ph.D) 
- 57% were known to the others in their target area     - 71% just walked into the location  
- 63% had somehow shared a perceived injustice          - 74% entered through the main entrance 
- 37% of the attacks were over in under 5 min.              - 63% of the attacks: over in under 15 min. 

.   
 

Prior Knowledge: in approximately 80% to 90% of school shootings, at least one person had information that 
the attacker was thinking about or planning the school attack.  Think: trusted adult.  
 

Prevention:   
- Have an established multidisciplinary threat assessment team at your school. 
- Include and work with local law enforcement and 911. 
- Practice; implement tabletop exercises with all school staff. 

 

Protection: 
- Have clear, consistent lockdown procedures. 

o Add: turn off all sounds on personal devices as a protection measure. 
o Advise students to not call or text except 911 - then, only if/when safe to do so. 

Mitigation: 
- Provide training to staff and families on social networking and social media 
- Establish procedures and guidelines around the use of personal technologies in emergency 

situations. 
- Actively involve students and teach digital safety and citizenship across curriculum areas.  

 

Response: 
- Once in lockdown, call 911 if and when it is safe to do so. 
- Provide 911 with as much specific information as possible: location, description, time, etc. 
- Consider: Run.  Hide.  Fight. 

o Run: If it is safe to do so for staff and students, run out of the building and far away until you 
are in a safe location.  

o Hide: If running is not a safe option, hide in as safe a place as possible 
o Fight: As a last resort, adults in immediate danger should consider using force and items in 

their environment: fire extinguishers and chairs.  
- Remember: Law enforcement’s top priority is to stop the bad guy!  They will look for the person(s) 

with a gun. 
- Also see: A.L.I.C.E.: Alert.  Lockdown.  Inform.  Counter.  Evacuate. 
- Discussion point:  Be prepared to respond to the media.                                                                                         
                                       Students should not be put into the position of responding to media. 

 

Recovery: 
- Understand that anger will likely bubble up over time. 
- Prepare to support the psychological state of students, staff, families – your whole community. 
- Document your responses and your lessons learned. 

 

http://www.k12.wa.us/SafetyCenter 



 

 

 

 

 

For more Active Shooter Information, see: 
     Handouts: 
 Active Shooter: How to Respond  (DHS PDF) 
 http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active_shooter_educational_booklet_508.pdf  
 
 Active Shooter: Quick reference Guide (DHS PDF) 
 http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active_shooter_pamphlet_508.pdf  
 

Active Shooter Pocket Card (DHS PDF) 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active_shooter_pocket_card_508.pdf  
 
Active Shooter Pocket Card (Spanish) 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active-shooter-pocket-spanish_508.pdf  

 

     Trainings: 
 IS-907 – Active Shooter: What You Can Do (FEMA) 
 http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/courseOverview.aspx?code=IS-907  
 

Homeland Security Active Shooter Awareness Virtual Roundtable (90 minute Webinar, 2011) 
https://share.dhs.gov/asaware2011  
 
FEMA-REMS Webinar (PDF) 

http://rems.ed.gov/docs/activeshooterwebinarfinalppt.pdf 
 

     Additional Resources:  
 http://www.k12.wa.us/Safetycenter/Emergency/default.aspx  
 http://rems.ed.gov/K12ActiveShooterSituations.aspx  
 http://www.alicetraining.com/  
 
      

     Resources for Dealing with Trauma, Tragedy and Loss: 

 Managing Strong Emotional reactions to Traumatic Events: Tips for Parents and Teachers 

http://www.nasponline.org/resources/crisis_safety/Managing_Strong_Emotional_Reactions_2012.pdf 
 

When Tragedy Strikes: What Schools Should Do: 

 http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin198.shtml   
 

Psychological First Aid for Schools – National Child Traumatic Stress Network 

 http://www.nctsn.org/content/psychological-first-aid-schoolspfa  

 http://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/PFA_SchoolCrisis.pdf  
 

Resources for Dealing with Traumatic Events in Schools (UMD School of Medicine) 

http://www.cove.k12.or.us/sites/cove.k12.or.

 

us/files/ListofTraumaResources.pdf  
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