
 

What is Youth Engagement? 
There are many definitions of engagement – here are a few of our favorites: 

• “We define student voice as student participation and decision-making in the structures and 
practices that shape their educational experiences.” – Definition of student voice from Boston’s 
Rennie Center for Educational Research and Policy 

• “Engagement is a multi-faceted construct that encompasses students' sense of belonging and 
connectedness to their school, teachers and peers; their sense of agency, self-efficacy and 
orientation to achieve within their classrooms and in their broader extra-curricular endeavours; 
their involvement, effort, levels of concentration and interest in subjects and learning in general; 
and the extent to which learning is enjoyed for its own sake, or seen as something that must be 
endured to receive a reward or avoid sanction…” – Definition of student engagement from New 
Zealand authors Gibbs and Poskitt 

• “Youth engagement is the result when young people are involved in responsible, challenging 
actions to create positive social change. This means involving youth in planning and in making 
decisions that affect themselves and others. Youth engagement happens in youth-adult 
partnerships that are structured so that both groups contribute, teach, and learn from each 
other.” - Definition of youth engagement from the ACT for Youth Center for Community Action 
at Cornell University 

Resources for Youth Engagement 
Federal Governmental Documents 

• Child welfare - https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USACFCBCS/bulletins/26cf2dd 
• Juvenile justice - http://www.juvjustice.org/our-work/youth-engagement 
• Behavioral health - https://www.samhsa.gov/brss-tacs/recovery-support-tools/youth-young- 

adults 
• Teen or young parents - https://youth.gov/youth-topics/expectant-parenting-young-families 
• Youth in need of K12 prevention programs - https://youth.gov/youth-topics/TAG/game- 

plan/approaches 
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Publications 
• Connect: Supporting Student Participation - http://www.asprinworld.com/Connect1/ 
• Connected by 25: Financing Entrepreneurship Programs for Youth Transitioning Out of 

Foster Care - http://www.ytfg.org/2007/02/connected-by-25-entrepreneurship-programs-for-
youth-transitioning-out-of-foster-care/ 

• Don’t Quit on Me: What Young People Who Left School Say About The Power of 
Relationships - https://www.americaspromise.org/report/dont-quit-me 

• Mockingbird Times - https://www.mockingbirdsociety.org/mockingbirdtimes 

Organizations 
• Association of Washington School Leaders - https://awsleaders.org/ 
• CERC Youth Advisory Council (Connecticut) - https://ctserc.org/about/serc-programs/youth 
• Community Passageways (alternatives for incarcerated youth) - 

https://www.communitypassageways.org/ 
• DCYF Passion 2 Action Foster Care Alumni Youth Led Advisory Board - 

http://independence.wa.gov/self-advocacy/make-a-difference-and-get-involved/self-advocacy- 
resources/passion-to-action/ 

• Family Youth System Partners Roundtable (behavioral health) - 
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/behavioral-health-recovery/family-youth-system-partner- 
round-table-fysprt 

• FEEST - https://feestseattle.org/ 
• Gender Odyssey Youth Program - http://www.genderodyssey.org/youth-program/ 
• GRUB - https://www.goodgrub.org/ 
• International Association of Peer Supporters - https://www.inaops.org/ 
• Lummi C.E.D.A.R. Youth Leadership - http://www.lummicedarproject.org/native-youth- 

leadership-program.html 
• Oasis Youth Center Tacoma - https://www.facebook.com/OasisYouthCenter/ 
• OSPI Career and Technical Education Student Organizations - 

https://www.k12.wa.us/student- success/career-technical-education-cte/student-leadership 
• Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice Youth Members - 

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/practice-improvement/ojj/wa-pcjj#nolink 
• PFLAG Youth - https://pflag.org/tags/youth 
• Raising Student Voice and Participation - https://awsleaders.org/rsvp 
• Statewide Youth Leadership Network (behavioral health and cross-systems, forming in 

2020) – Reach out to Evelyn.Clark@hca.wa.gov 
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• Storytellers for Change - https://www.storytellersforchange.org/ 
• Student Voice (national) - https://www.stuvoice.org/ 
• Tacoma Youth Philanthropy Board - https://www.gtcf.org/initiatives/youth-program-grants/ 
• UP for Learning (Vermont) - https://www.upforlearning.org/ 
• Washington State Legislative Youth Advisory Council - http://walyac.weebly.com/ 
• Youth Activism Project (national) - https://youthactivismproject.org/ 
• Youth Move National (national) - https://youthmovenational.org/ 
• Youth On Board (national) - https://www.youthonboard.org/ 
• Youth Service America (national) - https://ysa.org/ 

Research Articles and Summaries 
• Akiva, T., Cortina, K. S., & Smith, C. (2014). Involving youth in program decision-making: How 

common and what might it do for youth? Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 43(11), 1844-1860. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265691887_Involving_Youth_in_Program_Decisi
on-Making_How_Common_and_What_Might_it_Do_for_Youth 

• Gibbs, R., Poskitt, J. (2010). Student Engagement in the Middle Years of Schooling (years 7 to 10): 
a Literature Review, Ministry of Education, New Zealand, Education Counts Website. Retrieved 
from 
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/74935/940_Student-
Engagement-19052010.pdf 

• Holquist, Samantha. (2019). Student Voice in Education Policy: Understanding student 
participation in state-level K-12 education policy making. Retrieved from 
http://hdl.handle.net/11299/206658. 

• Ramey, H. L. (2013). Organizational outcomes of youth involvement in organizational decision 
making: A synthesis of qualitative research. Journal of Community Psychology, 41(4), 488-504. 
Retrieved from https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/jcop.21553 

• Roger A. Hart, 1992. "Children's Participation: From tokenism to citizenship," Papers inness92/6, 
Innocenti Essay. Retrieved from https://www.youthpower.org/resources/childrens-
participation-tokenism-citizenship 

• Soundout.org, Why Student Voice? A research summary. Retrieved from 
https://soundout.org/why-student-voice-a-research-summary/ 

• Ten Brummelaar, M. D., Harder, A. T., Kalverboer, M. E., Post, W. J., & Knorth, E. J. (2018). 
Participation of youth in decision-making procedures during residential care: A narrative review. 
Child & Family Social Work, 23(1), 33-44. Retrieved from 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/cfs.12381 
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Events 
GLSEN Youth Leadership Conference - https://www.glsen.org/event/2020-lgbtq-youth-leadership- 
conference 
Latino/a Educational Achievement Project Conference - http://www.leapwa.org/ 
Race and Pedagogy Youth Summit - https://www.pugetsound.edu/academics/academic- 
resources/race-pedagogy-institute/youth-summit/ 
Seattle Youth Climate Action Summit - https://www.zoo.org/sycan 
The Mockingbird Society Youth Summit - https://www.mockingbirdsociety.org/annual-events/youth- 
leadership-summit 
Washington State Prevention Summit Youth Track - https://preventionsummit.org/2019-workshop- 
presentations-youth/ 

Grants 
Ashoka Youth Venture - https://www.ashoka.org/en-us/program/nominate-ashoka-young- 
changemaker 
Children, Youth, and Families at Risk (CYFAR) Sustainable Community Projects - 
https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/children-youth-and-families-risk-cyfar-sustainable- 
community-projects 
SBA (Small Business Administration) Young Entrepreneurs - https://youth.gov/federal-links/sba-
small- business-administration-young-entrepreneurs 

Note: This list of resources receives updates regularly and is not exhaustive. Please reach out to Greg 
Williamson, Director of Youth Engagement, with any questions at greg.williamson@dcyf.wa.gov. 
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