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Instructional Materials Evaluation Tool (IMET): 
learn more about IMET 

Educators Evaluating Quality Instructional Products (EQuIP) Overall Rating: 
 Exemplar if Improved (10.5)  learn more about EQuIP 

Background from OER Project Team 
Core Knowledge Language Arts™ (CKLA) is a comprehensive program for teaching skills in reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking. CKLA also builds students’ knowledge and vocabulary in literature, history, geography, and 
science. 

Reviewers examined the CKLA curriculum in its entirety using the four “non-negotiable” categories from the 
Instructional Materials Evaluation Tool (IMET). The Educators Evaluating Quality Instructional Products (EQuIP) 
rubric was used to take a deeper dive into the first two units of the materials. 

Please note that CKLA materials reviewed here are first editions, developed for the EngageNY curriculum. CKLA 
materials available for purchase through Amplify are revised editions and were not considered in this 
review. 

CKLA Publisher’s Background 

http://achievethecore.org/page/1946/instructional-materials-evaluation-tool
http://achievethecore.org/page/1946/instructional-materials-evaluation-tool
https://www.achieve.org/EQuIP
https://www.engageny.org/
http://ckla.amplify.com/site/home
https://www.coreknowledge.org/about-us/our-mission/
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Additional Info on Professional Development 
There are many free professional development resources on the Core Knowledge website. These include turnkey 
professional development workshops with a facilitator's and participants' guides, as well as webinars. Please see 
CKLA P–5 Implementation Resources Guide. 

The Foundation is happy to help with specific questions, which may be directed to CKLA@coreknowledge.org. The 
Foundation is also happy to provide onsite, customized PD for schools and districts. Contact above address for 
information on associated costs. 

FAQ on Core Knowledge Professional Development 

Reviewer Comments 

Review 1 

Strengths 
• Foundational Skills - Thorough and complete alignment with CCSS. 
• Text Quality (read alouds) and Balance of Texts. Read Aloud texts in Listening and Learning Domains 1-11 

are very good.  Illustrations/images are beautiful.  Balance of text - 55.6% (F) 44.4% (I). 
• Academic vocabulary systematically taught through the L&L domains. Grammar and usage taught in Skills 

units. 
• Focus on Building Knowledge: This curriculum contains a broad range of read aloud text (with related 

learning opportunities) in literature, science and social studies. 

Challenges 
• Maybe more "hands on" texts for the higher/more capable readers? 
• Some first graders are ready for more complex text to read independently.  The Listening and Learning 

domains don't include student texts. 
• The VOLUME of materials! This curriculum is so comprehensive!  It might be overwhelming to teachers. 
• 11 Listening and Learning Domains and 7 lengthy skills units. A lot of paper, a lot of copying and 

organizing. 

Adaptations 
• Teachers need to supplement their own classroom library with the trade books listed in the 

recommended resources section. 
• Teachers will need training on how to utilize the resources efficiently. 

Ideal Use Case 
This curriculum should be used in a gen ed classroom setting. Although the two components of the curriculum 
could be used independently of one another, the best case scenario would be to utilize the program in its entirety. 
Doing so would require a commitment of approximately 2 hours to literacy instruction daily. All teachers could 
use this curriculum.  The opportunity for support staff (Resource Room, LAP, etc.) to work with grade level teams 
is there. I think novice teachers would appreciate the structure of this curriculum and all of the included 
resources. Other than some trade books, there is very little they have to provide on their own.  Veteran teachers 
will appreciate the attention to detail that has gone into creating this comprehensive system. 

  

https://www.coreknowledge.org/curriculum/language-arts/#implement-ckla
mailto:CKLA@coreknowledge.org
https://3o83ip44005z3mk17t31679f-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/FAQs_Professional_Development.pdf
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Ease of Use 
Once a teacher has dedicated some time to understanding the organization of this curriculum, I believe it will be 
quite user friendly.  It is a lot of paper, which equates to a lot of binders that teachers will need to store 
somewhere in their classrooms or their buildings.  The organization of the lessons within both the Skills and L&L is 
simple.  The table of contents at the front of each resource makes it easy to find the lessons. The Alignment charts 
and the Unit Introductions are neat and concise. 

Support of Balanced Literacy 
Absolutely!  The balance of this 1 grade curriculum is great (if both Skills and Listening and Learning are used).  
The balance of foundational reading and writing skills and literary experiences is nearly perfect. 

Additional Comments 
I am so impressed with this curriculum. I am confident that teachers who use these materials with fidelity will 
have success in their classrooms. The amount of knowledge available to kids within the pages of this text is 
amazing. 

Review 2 

Strengths 
• Questions are text dependent and begin to incorporate group research to identify answers to questions. 

Every read aloud addresses remaining questions and permits conducting further examination or research 
to identify answers.  

• Integration of other content areas: Music, Visual Arts, Science, History, Geography. Integration of other 
content areas is evident throughout the CKLA curriculum. Many references are made to Alphabet Jam CD. 
Of the 11 Listening and Learning units, 9 are informational addressing multiple content areas.   

• Adequate assessments with rubrics for placement identification. Checkpoint assessments are embedded. 
The Assessment and Remediation Guides include a multitude of assessment options with rubrics, 
including diagnostic tools. 

Challenges 
• Systematic progression of skills does not allow adequate review of alphabet knowledge/phonics and is not 

developed gradually in beginning units.  
• Decodable student readers lack range in complexity to meet the needs of diverse learners. Some students 

enter first grade without alphabetic or phonics knowledge.   The decodable student readers in  Unit 1 
seem to be at a mid-year first grade level.  

• Spelling words and assessments overwhelmingly incorporate a multitude of skills with new words almost 
daily.  

• Overwhelming amount of vocabulary introduced that may be beyond the schema of a first grader. This 
much vocabulary can make it difficult for students to access the text. There are about 40 vocabulary 
words per unit. 

Adaptations 
• Modify the timeline for introducing skills. Include longer review of alphabet knowledge and basic phonics 

before introducing combinations.  
• Include a greater range in text complexity. Add additional student readers to review similar skills so 

students are not repeatedly reading the same stories until skill mastery is evident.  
• Reduce the spelling patterns, provide ample time to practice, and limit to one theme (example: bossy e).  
• Suggest limiting vocabulary to 15-20 per unit. This may require modification to the read aloud texts. 
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Ideal Use Case 
CKLA has a clear and systematic approach coupled with specific instructions and activities, permitting easy access 
for new or seasoned teachers.  Notes: This resource will require supplemental materials to address CCSS Writing 
standards. Although CKLA provides supplemental resources, teachers will require some experience level to 
identify lesson extensions and modifications to meet the needs of diverse learners. Daily lessons total 110 
minutes. Teachers may need to become effective at eliminating activities to meet time constraints. 

Ease of Use 
CKLA is divided into two strands; the Skills Strand and the Listening and Learning Strand. Teachers will reference 
two teachers manuals for one daily lesson.   Lessons are well organized; relatively scripted, fluidly transitioning 
from one activity to the next.   Overall organization is manageable, once you understand the structure. Additional 
resources, supplemental guides, and author's narratives can make navigation time consuming. 

Support of Balanced Literacy 
CKLA meets the needs of a balanced literacy approach incorporating components of foundational skills and 
engaging literature; however, in my opinion, modifications are necessary to fully implement. 

Additional Comments 
First Grade CKLA is primarily a whole group instructional model. It has limited small group instruction time, 
totaling 25 minutes a few days a week. This model inhibits much of the instruction that enables differentiation, 
permitting substantial time with decodable texts, and the promotion of building stamina with student selected 
texts and independent activities.  The decodable student readers provided for small group instruction lack range 
in complexity. Differentiating small group lessons for learners will require supplemental resources.  Progression of 
skills introduced is not developed gradually in beginning units. The Scope and Sequence outlines a reasonable and 
gradual workload; however, a deeper review of units reveals unreasonable expectations that surpass many of the 
required foundational skills. I believe this discrepancy will result in periods struggle for many students and will 
require significant remediation to progress through the curriculum.   Vocabulary and spelling patterns may require 
modification to facilitate appropriate access to text. There are 40+ vocabulary words for each Listening and 
Learning section. Spelling patterns incorporate several different patterns at one time.   Some intentionality in 
incorporating writing instruction is evident but lacks the required instruction to adequately address the CCSS. 
Students need frequent exposure to the writing process to become fluent. 

Review 3 

Strengths 
• Foundational Reading Skills - high level of detail
• Read aloud texts build cultural and academic literacy
• High quality texts worth multiple readings.

Challenges 
• Read alouds and decodable texts were created for the Core Knowledge Program. Students only see

images with read alouds. Each day a new read aloud is introduced with a new topic. This limits
opportunities to reread texts to dig deeply into meanings.

• Lack of writing instruction. Writing is taught as a skill instead of language activity.
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Adaptations 
• Include trade books (that align with the requirements outline in the standards) with lessons for

instruction.
• Opportunities for multiple guided readings to dig deeply into meanings of texts
• Provide regular opportunities for students to express themselves in a full range of writing, including

writing narratives, writing to inform, and writing opinions.

Ideal Use Case 
Teachers with experience in writing instruction, facilitating conversations to guide students to deeper meanings in 
texts, and creating lessons with trade books to embed in units. 

Ease of Use  
Lessons are organized with clear directions for teachers. However there are many components to the curriculum 
to navigate and read. 

Support of Balanced Literacy 
This resource has components of a balanced literacy approach. 

Review 4 

Strengths 
• Explicit, systematic instruction coupled with gradual release of responsibility is evident not only

throughout the grade level but also vertically. The rationale at the beginning of each unit explains what
content/ concepts/skills the students are expected to know entering the grade from the previous grade.
Also, within the the beginning of each unit, teachers will find a list of targets and why the
materials/standards are chosen for this unit.

• Built in formative assessment and diagnostic tools to check for understanding and progression of skills as
students are mastering them. There are assessments built into the curriculum that are diagnostic in
nature and to show student growth. There are pause points to check for understanding throughout the
unit.

Ideal Use Case 
In my professional opinion, this curriculum would be comprehensive enough to use as a core ELA program. The 
ease of implementing the program would span from beginning educators to seasoned teachers. However, 
because this program is not as traditional in the areas of skills and strategies being introduced, seasoned teachers 
may struggle and will need to be open and willing to adhere to the scope and sequence.  AND, this curriculum 
would be perfect for specialists providing ELL instruction or specially designed instruction. 

Ease of Use 
In my opinion, this program is very user friendly. 

Support of Balanced Literacy 
Yes 
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Review 5 

Strengths 
Very comprehensive in regard to foundational skills. 

Ideal Use Case 
A teacher needs to be strong in their understanding and application of foundational skills since this has so much 
information.  They may be confused if they don't understand how it builds. 

Ease of Use 
It seemed user friendly, there is a lot of text to read and navigate, though. 

Support of Balanced Literacy 
Yes 
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