
 

2016-2017 Open Educational Resources Project Grant Awards 

Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching and learning materials that reside in the public domain or have 
been released under an open license. These resources may be used free of charge, distributed without 
restriction, and most often, modified without permission.  

More districts are considering developing their own openly-licensed core instructional material, implementing 
OER reviewed by the OSPI OER Project, or adapting resources reviewed using the same methodology. As a 
result, there is a great need to collaborate on resource adaptation and development, share ideas, define best 
practices, and champion effective distribution and implementation of resources.  

Below are the recipients of the OSPI OER Project Grant for the 2016–2017 school year. 

Adapting OER Instructional Material to Support Struggling Students 
Tumwater School District 

Tumwater school district teachers will adapt the existing high school openly-
licensed resource, Mathematics Vision Project, to create an intervention program 
that attends to the needs of struggling students.  

This project will help teachers by focusing their attention to the key mathematical 
"take aways" students are expected to be able to demonstrate. By narrowing the 

focus to the necessary content for success in future state assessments and math course work, this project will 
increase the focus, coherence and rigor for struggling high school students.  

All developed resources will be openly licensed and available online through a public website hosted by 
Tumwater School District. 

Core Knowledge Language Arts User Group 
Capital Region Educational Service District (ESD 113), Rochester School District, and Yelm Community 
Schools  

Rochester and Yelm are adopting the openly-licensed Core Knowledge Language 
Arts (CKLA) curriculum and are in year one of implementation in their K–5 
classrooms. With this rigorous curriculum, come the challenges of pacing, 
supplementing, and working out the details of adoption. This project will 
facilitate a broader conversation between the two districts —sharing 
experiences, resources, and breaking up the work, rather than each attempting 
to do this task alone. 

Project partners will meet throughout the school year to discuss instructional practices that align with the CKLA 
instructional materials. District teachers will develop pacing guides, enhance their understanding of the 
Washington State English Language Arts (ELA) Learning Standards, and develop best practices for their 
implementation of this new curriculum. The development and dissemination of these open resources will 
greatly benefit other districts. In the ESD 113 region alone, as many as ten other districts will be piloting or 
adopting CKLA in the coming years. 
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Grandview Core Math K–5 
Grandview School District 

Since there was not a set of published curricula that met students’ needs, Grandview 
School District’s elementary teacher leaders and outside mathematics consultant 
developed draft units for grades K–5. When complete, these units will form a 
comprehensive program with assessments, routines, tasks, math practices, and daily 
lessons with learning targets. With these instructional materials, teachers can work 
collaboratively with coaches and administrators in fine tuning their pedagogy and use of 
data to inform their practice. 

While this work began with the goal of creating consistent and viable units of study for Grandview teachers, 
Grandview will use this OER grant to complete the units with adherence to licensing permissions and proper 
open resource attribution. This process will enable the units to live in the OER world as well, and promote 
equity of access to standards-based work for all students. 

Increasing Math Achievement with OER  

Anacortes School District 

All of the schools in the Anacortes School District hope to develop strong user groups 
dedicated to improving math instruction through the use of OER. 

For the past two years, district schools have been field testing open core instructional 
materials across all grade bands —EngageNY in elementary, Utah Middle School Math in 
middle school, and Mathematics Vision Project in high school. During this period, 
teachers discovered that implementing the OER materials added some unexpected work. 

Through surveys and grade level meetings, teachers identified specific needs to improve the use of OER 
materials. Each level grade span identified specific needs. The high school math teachers need to develop 
supports for students at home such as additional examples of problems solved in a variety of ways. The middle 
school math teachers need to develop more common summative assessments. The elementary math teachers 
found they need support to unpack the very intensive EngageNY materials.  

This grant will support teachers by creating user groups focused on developing the materials and supports 
identified throughout the field tests. These resources may then be shared with other districts. 

Regional STEM Instructional Materials Collaborative 

Educational Service District 112 

There is a need for high-quality instructional materials to support implementation of 
the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). The STEM Materials Center (SMC) at 
ESD112 provides the core curriculum to hundreds of middle school teachers every 
year, and these materials are in need of adaptation to support student learning. It is 
not necessary to purchase new materials in order to implement the intent of the 
Framework for K–12 Science Education; this can be achieved by carefully adapting 
curriculum and fostering well-trained teachers and other leaders.  

This project will bring together middle school science and STEM teachers from across the 30 districts served by 
ESD112 to develop a Regional Instructional Materials OER Collaborative. With the support of the ESD STEM 
Director, this group will review potential OER materials using the EQuIP rubric, adapt materials to support 
bundles of performance expectations and collaborate on integrating OER into existing STEM kits. Using the   
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SMC as the basis for this collaboration will allow teachers to continue using the equipment they are familiar 
with, but have access to revised and vetted OER materials to support NGSS. This project will impact student 
and teacher learning by providing quality examples of vetted materials that support 3-dimensional instruction. 

Since Time Immemorial Elementary Integration OER Project 

Central Valley School District 

This project will enable teachers to utilize the openly-licensed Since Time 
Immemorial (STI) curriculum to create engaging, rigorous, and contextually 
relevant learning opportunities that help students deeply know and 
understand the history of tribal cultures, government and to be informed 

citizens of Washington State. The STI curriculum is approved by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction and 
endorsed by the 29 federally recognized tribes in Washington state. 

Project leaders and participants will design and pilot fourth grade Washington State open core instructional materials 
utilizing resources from STI curriculum. Teams will also refine district fifth grade American History open core instructional 
materials, incorporating Colonization and Revolutionary War resources available through STI curriculum. 

These OER will be used by 500 students in 20 classrooms during the 2016-17 school year, with 80 teachers and 2000 
students in grades 4–5 in Central Valley School District in the years to come upon full deployment. All developed materials 
will be openly licensed and available to all. 

Southeast OER Consortium  

Educational Service District 123 

In rural southeastern Washington lie the small towns of Asotin, College Place, Prescott, 
and Waitsburg. These small towns each have a single high school with small secondary 
English Language Arts (ELA) departments. These teachers, often working in isolation, play 
the roles of teacher, department head, curriculum director and professional 
development instructor. Common Core has created gaps in their lesson plans they need 
to fill with curriculum they can’t afford or don’t have the time to find.  

Building on the work that began in the last grant cycle, the goal of this project is to provide 
the opportunity for ELA teachers from four geographically close districts to come together one day per month 
to review, evaluate, plan, teach and reflect on curriculum available to them as open educational resources. 
They will create a shared pool of high quality open educational resources to be used for classroom instruction 
and be shared online for the benefit of the greater educational community. This effort builds a strong 
networked consortium that supports the growth of robust OER curriculum in our region and is embedded and 
sustained in the future.  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Barbara Soots     barbara.soots@k12.wa.us 
Open Educational Resources Program Manager  @OSPI_OER  
Learning and Teaching Department   http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.  
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