


To Access Urow Video
 Minimize the webinar browser.
 In order to access the video, go to
 1. Teaching for Biliteracy website at 

http://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/
 2. Select "Sign Up" (free) and create a login and password.
 3. Login to the site.
 4. Select “Book Study Guides”
 5. Select "Kick off your book study with 

a biliteracy webinar by co-author Cheryl Urow : Watch 
this introductory webinar with the book study 
participants as a way of beginning a discussion around the 
elements of biliteracy. The webinar offers several 
opportunities to pause, reflect, and discuss."

 6. Play the video from the TFB site. No need to download.
 7. Advance the presentation to the 4:00 mark and view to 

the 47:35 mark.
 8. At the 47:35 mark, close the Teaching for Biliteracy in 

your browser which will take you back to the webinar.

http://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/
http://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/sample-pd/
http://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/sample-pd/


Foundations of Teaching for Biliteracy
Chapter 1 
Key Points

 Biliteracy instruction includes the broad range of teaching 
and learning activities involving reading and writing that 
occur in English and Spanish across the curriculum.

 Effective biliteracy educators embrace a holistic, 
multilingual perspective on teaching, learning, and 
assessment that sees two (or more) languages that each 
student speaks as complimentary parts of the student’s 
developing linguistic repertoire.

 Teaching for biliteracy in Spanish and English in the 
United States involves complex processes that are 
informed by fundamental sociolinguistic premises.

 The Bridge is the instructional moment in teaching for 
biliteracy when teachers bring the two languages together, 
guiding students to engage in contrastive analysis of the 
two languages and to transfer the academic content they 
have learned from one language to the other language.

 Bridging involves the use of cross-linguistic strategies and 
leads to the development of metalinguistic awareness.

 The biliteracy unit framework is a flexible structure that 
teachers can use to plan and implement effective 
biliteracy instruction in any teaching-for biliteracy
context.



Key Passages Chapter 1
 Page 1: Highlight Box: “Key Points”

 Page 2:  Para 3: “Bilingual students….tasks.”

 Page 3: Para 1: “In this book…standards.”

 Page 3: Para 2: “Thus, in contrast...this book.”

 Page 4: Para 4: “The bridge is…in English.”

 Page 4: Para 5: “Recent research…to this reality.”

 Page 5: Para 4: “The task…speaking countries.”

 Page 7: Para 2: “ In the United….significantly.”

 Page 8: Para 1: “Suggestions…Spanish.”

 Page 9: Para 2: “Recent….language.”

 Page 9: Para 5: “An additional…whole.”

 Page 10: Para 2: “If we…Bridge.”

 Page 14: Para 5: “Teaching for…16-17).”

 Page 15: Para 2: “The second part…previous units.”

 Page 16-17: All: “Teaching for Biliteracy Framework Template”

 Page 18: Para 1: “it helpful…Bridges will take place.”

 Page 19: Para 1: “Using the Bridge…in English.”

 Page 20: Para 3: “In a 50/50…other language.”

 Page 21: Para 4: “Activities for Reflection and Action”



Students: A Multilingual Perspective 
Chapter 2 
Key Points

 Individual characteristics, such as 
linguaistic, cultural, academic 
background, vary widely among 
students who learn to read and write in 
Spanish and English in the United 
States. These characteristics have an 
impact on students’ learning.

 Information about these characteristics 
should be available to teachers.

 Instruction is most effective when it is 
differentiated to reflect the linguistic, 
cultural, and academic backgrounds of 
the students.



Key Passages Chapter 2
 Page 23: Highlight Box: “Key Points”

 Page 24: Para 4: “These profiles…Escamilla, 1994)”

 Page 25: Para 3: “Literacy instruction…biliteracy instruction.”

 Page 27: Para 5: “Where non-English-language…developing 
English only.”

 Page 28: Para 3: “When Lucia…and linguistic resources.”

 Page 32: Para 3: “When teachers have…beyond their maturity.”

 Page 33: Box 2.2.: “Sample Completed…on Students”

 Page 33: Para 3: “The information…school-aged children.”

 Page 35: Para 2: “Activities for …Action”



Teachers: Capitalizing on Life Experiences 
and Diversity Chapter 2 Key Points

 The cultural and linguistic background of 
teachers affects their understanding of the 
students and their interpretation of how to 
instruct in Spanish and English.

 All teachers of Spanish literacy require 
specific professional development on how 
to teach literacy in Spanish in the United 
States. However, few teacher preparation 
programs in the United States include this 
requirement; so many Teachers who teach 
Spanish require additional professional 
development.

 Literacy learning is enhanced when 
teachers are reflective and aware of their 
own strengths and challenges.



Key Passages Chapter 3
 Page 36: Highlight Box: “Key Points”

 Page 38: Para 3: “Of the three…the students read.”

 Page 40: Para 2: “Monica may tell…in her students.”

 Page 42: Para 4: “The reality of…strengthen their collaboration.”

 Page 43: Para 3: “The assumption… emerge naturally.”

 Page 45: Box 3.1.: Sample Teacher…Survey”

 Page 46: Para 3: “In a discussion…literacy instruction.”

 Page 47: Para 4: “Activities…and Action”





Next Book Study Webinar
 Language Resources, Linguistic 

Creativity, and Cultural Funds of 
Knowledge (Chapter 5)

 Thursday, February 23rd, 4-5PM

 Hosted by Tamara Skeen & Elizabeth 
Lafever, Burlington-Edison School 
District





Upcoming Events
 Leader Walk Denny Middle School & Chief Sealth High School

January 24, 2017
Leader walks are hosted by a dual language education school and district leaders are 
invited. The hosting school sets a target for the walk based on a single strand of Guiding 
Principles of Dual Language Education. Classrooms are toured and then a discussion 
amongst leaders ensues. In the words of Collier and Thomas, “We travel all over the 
world and we only see this sort of high quality exchange here in Dual Language 
Washington.” For the most part, these half-day exchanges have reached capacity (10-15) 
leading us to limit it to one person per district.

Leader Walk Schedule-Draft 
12:00-12:40 – lunch and conversation with principals
12:45-1:15 – visit 9th grade World History at Chief Sealth High School
1:20-1:40 – visit 9th grade AP Spanish at Chief Sealth High School
1:45-2:30 – visit classrooms at Denny Middle School
2:35 – meet again and debrief – with principals
3:30 – end of Walk

For further information and to register, contact Elizabeth Lafever at 
elafever@gmail.com .

 Washington Association for Bilingual Education Annual Conference at the 
Yakima Convention Center, April 20-22, 2017 
For added information go to www.wabewa.org We also encourage you to register as a 
breakout session presenter to share your expertise.

 Washington Association for Bilingual Education Regional Professional 
Development Events, January 21 to March 11. 
For added details go to 
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=17539&Step
Number=1 . 

 Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Academy in Washington State, July 24, 2018
Watch for upcoming details of this 5 day academy led by Teaching for Biliteracy

mailto:elafever@gmail.com
http://www.wabewa.org/
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=17539&StepNumber=1


Thank you for your 
interest and support !

We hope you’ll join us again on February 
23rd from the Burlington-Edison School 

District. 


