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Executive Summary
The Washington State Legislature established the Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math (STEM) Pilot Program in the 2015–2017 Capital Budget (2EHB 1115) and provided
$12,500,000 for this pilot grant program and modified the awarding criteria in the 2016
Supplemental Capital Budget (ESHB 2380). Grants awarded under this program constitute
the districts’ local funding for purposes of eligibility for the School Construction Assistance
Program (SCAP) to construct or modernize STEM lab classrooms. School districts were
eligible to receive grants if they had a special housing burden due to lack of sufficient space
for science classrooms and labs to enable students to meet statutory graduation
requirements. The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) was tasked with
administering the grants to school districts with assistance from Washington STEM, a
statewide STEM education organization.
The Superintendent of Public Instruction is required to report to the appropriate
committees of the Legislature and the Office of Financial Management on the timing and
use of the funds by the end of each fiscal year until the funds are fully expended. This
report provides the status of the grant funding awarded as of the end of fiscal year 2017.
Grants were awarded to six school districts: Centralia, Chehalis, Franklin Pierce, Finley,
Kettle Falls, and Nine Mile Falls.

This is the second report to the Legislature on the STEM Pilot Program. The first legislative
report can be viewed on the OSPI website.
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Project Grant Award Summary
Summary of STEM Grant Funding and School Construction Assistance Grants (in Millions)
School District
Project
STEM Grant
SCAP Grant
Total Funding
Award
Funding
Centralia
Centralia High
$3.43
$0.18
$3.61
STEM Building
Chehalis
W.F. West STEM
$3.62
$1.89
$5.52
Wing
Franklin Pierce
Washington
$2.87
$1.42
$4.29
High School
STEM
Finley
Finely CTE
$0.75
$2.15
$2.90
Building
Modernization
Kettle Falls
Kettle Falls High
$0.57
$1.06
$1.63
Nine Mile Falls
Lakeside High
$0.73
$0.51
$1.24
School Addition
Total
$11.97
$7.21
$19.19

Project Status
Centralia – Centralia High School STEM Facility
Construction of a new standalone science facility at Centralia High School, which will
include eight new science classrooms, is planned to start in November of 2018 and be
completed in December of 2020. Four of the classrooms are to be fully-equipped
combination science lab/classroom spaces.

The STEM building programming and educational specifications are complete and
schematic design is in progress. With the passage of the school district’s capital projects
bond in February 2017 and the pending modernization of the high school, there is a strong
desire to have the STEM classrooms incorporated into the footprint of the existing building.
The modernization project is in the schematic design phase and the STEM work to date has
been incorporated into the overall modernization plans. Below are conceptual plans which
are being considered.
Status of Grant Funding
Grant Award
SCAP Funding
STEM Funding
Total

$184,106
$3,342,297
$3,616,403

Funds
Distributed
$0
$153,959
$153,959

Grant Balance
$184,106
$3,278,338
$3,462,444
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Chehalis – W.F. West High School STEM Wing
The Chehalis School District is building a 13,164 square foot STEM wing at W.F. West High
School. The plan includes the creation of six science lab classrooms including a
robotics/engineering lab; a cell culture lab; biology, chemistry, and molecular genetics labs;
and two science classrooms. The molecular genetics lab will allow the teaching of reverse
transcription polymerase chain reaction and will house a scanning electron microscope.
The construction of the STEM wing is on schedule to be substantially completed in January
2018. Staff and students are planning to move into the new labs and classrooms during the
second semester of the 2017–18 school year.
Status of Grant Funding
Grant Award
SCAP Funding
STEM Funding
Total

$1,898,150
$3,622,798
$5,520,948

Funds
Distributed
$0
$1,038,706
$1,038,706

Grant Balance
$1,898,150
$2,584,092
$4,482,242
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Franklin Pierce – Washington High School Building 900
(Addition and Renovation)
The Franklin Pierce School District is combining multiple funding sources to accompany
the STEM grant funds to accomplish a larger overall STEM project at Washington High
School. The other funding sources include the district’s Healthy Kids Healthy Schools Grant,
Department of Commerce Solar Grant, and proceeds from a passed capital bond. The
district anticipates the completion of the project in the fall of 2018.
The STEM project at Washington High School includes:
•

•

Construction of two new purpose-built science labs to be built on the west side of
Building 900.
Renovation of the existing portions of Building 900.

Status of Grant Funding
Grant Award
SCAP Funding
STEM Funding
Total

$1,425,406
$2,865,914
$4,291,320

Funds
Distributed
$0
$311,526
$311,526

Grant Balance
$1,425,406
$2,554,388
$3,979,794

Building 900 (Addition)

The new STEM labs in Building 900 will be suited for instruction of a variety of scientific
subjects including biology and chemistry. These labs will feature self-contained lab tables
for small groups of up to eight students per group.

The technology in the room will provide the ability for the teacher to project to a central
large format screen (6’x9’). The teacher will also be able to project the work done by the
student groups at each table onto four separate large format screens (6’x9’each) and allow
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the teacher to toggle between the screens, showing digital information from a variety of
sources using a hand-held tablet.

In addition, audio enhancements will be part of the built-in technology, as well as wireless
connectivity for student computers.

Building 900 (Renovation)

The existing portions of Building 900 will also be renovated as part of this project. The
design includes provision of a multipurpose lecture room for times when a lecture setting
is better suited to the instructional material.

A large composites and robotics lab will be provided on the east side of the renovated
building. The engineering program involves hands-on experience in the lay-up of carbon
fiber composites commonly used in the aerospace industry. The composites and robotics
lab will also serve as a physics lab.

The renovation plans also include interior upgrades for the ceramics room and kiln areas.
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Finley – River View High School
The project at River View High School includes the modernization of an existing shop and
classroom, and the construction of a new wood shop, a metal shop, two career and
technical education (CTE) classrooms, and two greenhouses. The courses that will be
offered in the newly constructed and modernized areas will include: STEM Science, 3D
Printing, Engineering Development, Bio-tech Lab, Animal Science, Floriculture, and
Horticulture Science.
The expected completion date of the project is January 2018.
Status of Grant Funding
Grant Award
SCAP Funding
STEM Funding
Total

$2,149,358
$748,689
$2,898,047

Funds
Distributed
$0
$344,578
$344,578

Grant Balance
$2,149,358
$404,111
$2,553,469
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Kettle Falls – Kettle Falls High School
The Kettle Falls School District is converting an underutilized metal shop at Kettle Falls
High School into a Maker Space/Fabrications Lab to more safely design, fabricate, test, and
produce engineering projects. The project also includes the renovation of an existing lab
used for biology, chemistry, and human biology.

The project is currently 95 percent complete, and the district is looking forward to utilizing
the facility and equipment next semester.
Status of Grant Funding

Grant Award
SCAP Funding
STEM Funding
Total

$1,056,448
$572,069
$1,628,517

Funds
Distributed
$0
$546,826
$546,826

Grant Balance
$1,056,448
$25,243
$1,081,691
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Nine Mile Falls – Lakeside High School STEM Lab Classrooms
The Nine Mile Falls School District’s project at Lakeside High School included the
placement of a 2,659 square foot modular building that houses two lab classrooms and a
shared stockroom. The new classrooms are equipped with water, air, gas, technology, and
appropriate electrical access.
The project is completed and is currently being used by students in the 2017–18 school
year.
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Status of Grant Funding
Grant Award
SCAP Funding
STEM Funding
Total

$509,600
$733,232
$1,242,832

Funds
Distributed
$459,132
$733,232
$1,192,364

Grant Balance
$50,468
$0
$50,468
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Conclusion and Next Steps
Of the six school districts funded under this grant program, one district has completed the
project and is conducting classes in the newly developed facility. Three districts are
expecting to be completed in January of 2018. Two districts were able to leverage their
STEM projects by combining the funds with locally passed bonds and State Funding
Assistance; they plan to be completed near the fall of 2018.

The STEM Pilot Project Grant confirmed there is a strong need to create new STEM
classrooms and labs and to improve the state of science classrooms and laboratories across
Washington state. It has also prompted OSPI staff to work internally and externally with
stakeholders to define what STEM classrooms look like and how they should be equipped
to meet the demands of unique programs and ever-changing technology.
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OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex,
race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military
status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory,
mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person
with a disability. Questions and complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the
Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200.
Download this material in PDF at http://k12.wa.us/LegisGov/Reports.aspx. This material is
available in alternative format upon request. Contact the Resource Center at 888-595-3276,
TTY 360-664-3631. Please refer to this document number for quicker service: 17-0065.
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