
Smarter Balanced Assessment System 

& Learning Assistance Program — Student Growth 
 

Recommended Use–Summative Assessment 
There is no requirement to use the Smarter Balanced Assessment System to measure student growth. 

However, if your district elects to use this system, we recommend using the Smarter Balanced 

summative assessment to determine student growth. Specifically, we recommend using the score 

earned from the 2014–15 summative assessment and the score earned from the 2015–16 

summative assessment. 

 

This is a good option for three reasons: 

1. The vertical scale of the summative assessment allows for the determination of absolute 

growth. 

2. The three months of non-instructional time is equivalent for students across districts and 

schools. 

3. This method could potentially capture growth acquired during summertime interventions. 

 

Recommended Use–Interim Assessment 
If you choose to use the Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA) to determine student growth, we 

suggest administering the ICA aligned to the content standards of the previous grade level at 

the start of the school year to provide a baseline for understanding the knowledge and skills students 

retained over summer break (i.e., a pre-test score).  

 

Subsequently, the ICA aligned to the content standards of the current year could be administered at 

the end of the school year to provide a post intervention score.  For example, students entering 4th 

grade are given an interim assessment aligned to the 3rd grade content standards in September, and 

the students are reassessed with the interim assessment aligned to 4th grade content in May. 

 

Disadvantages of Interim Assessment  
The Interim Assessments do not assess students’ knowledge before learning, and should not be used 

to provide a baseline for understanding how much learning has taken place post intervention. 

The ICA is most valuable when given later in the school year because it assesses content that students 

should have acquired during the school year. The ICA only provides a post-test score.  

 

Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB) have a three-classification system that does not provide the level 

of detail needed to make determinations about student growth. It is always the case in testing that 

the more robust the test, the more precise the information. When sampling, such as with interim 

blocks, caution should be exercised in drawing conclusions about student knowledge. 

 

Lastly, the Interim Assessments are a single fixed form for each grade and content area, which 

means that a student’s familiarity and experience with the assessment could mistakenly be attributed 

to student growth. 

 

 


