
 

   

Changes to HSSeP timeline (as of March 20): 
Due to the statewide school closures related to COVID-19, the HSSeP competitive grant 
competition timeline has been revised. We know that district staff are working hard to support 
students experiencing homelessness away from school and are requesting additional time to 
complete the grant application. 

Please note that because circumstances and agency responses to COVID-19 are fluid we may 
need to change the timeline again at a later date.  

OSPI’s most up to date guidance and resources related to COVID-19 can be found here: 
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-
resources.  

Additional information related to the HSSeP grant competition can be found here: 
https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/homeless-education-grants. 

 

Revised HSSeP grant timeline: 
4/27      First day schools could reopen following statewide closure. 

5/18  Final day to request disproportionality data from OSPI student information. 

• Email data request to eric.seely@k12.wa.us.  

5/26      HSSeP application due in iGrants before 4pm. 

5/28–6/19     Grant application review process. 

6/23      HSSeP 2020–2022 grant awards announced. 

  

Homeless Student Stability 
education Program (HSSeP) 

Updates and FAQ 

https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources
https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/homeless-education-grants
mailto:eric.seely@k12.wa.us


 

2 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: these include items submitted by 
school district staff and questions asked during the HSSeP 
information session webinar on February 26, 2020.  
NOTE: Questions and answers have been edited for clarity. 
 
Q: Are tribal schools eligible to apply? 
 
A: The majority of tribal schools in Washington state also function as school districts (or 
LEAs—local education agencies). If you are a tribal school that functions as an LEA, then yes, 
you are eligible to apply and encouraged to do so.  
 
Regarding the number and percentages of McKinney-Vento eligible students and 
unaccompanied homeless youth in the grant application:  

 
Q: Do we count students as of the day we submit the grant even though the number will 
rise through the end of the school year? Last year's grant includes year-end data. 
 
A: Include the most current available McKinney-Vento student eligibility data for your district 
when you submit the application in iGrants. 
 
Q: Does the number and percentage of students experiencing homelessness affect how 
much money will be awarded? 
 
A: Yes, all of the competitive grants awarded by OSPI’s homeless education team are 
evaluated based in part on need. Both number and percentage of students experiencing 
homelessness are considered as we decide which districts to award grants from limited funds. 
 
Q: On page 2 question A1 are you looking for FTE or total enrollment?   
 
A: Total enrollment. 
 
Q: Should Pre-K students be included in that number?   
 
A: Yes, please include all students PreK–12. 
 
Q: Should we count Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) students 
as well as children with Developmental Disability (DD) in preschool?  
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A: Yes, please include all students PreK–12, including ECEAP and PreK for students with 
developmental disabilities. 
 
Q: Should we include graduation rate data from June 2019? 
 
A: Yes. For academic outcomes that have a specific time window like an annual high school 
graduation rate, then yes, the most current available data (2018–2019) would be the best 
choice to include in your application. 
 
Q: Our district already tracks 4-year and 5-year adjusted cohort graduation data and 
regularly disaggregates it by race/ethnicity/different programs. Would you like to see 
our McKinney-Vento specific graduation data also disaggregated by race/ethnicity?  
 
A: Yes. A critical element of identifying opportunity gaps is to disaggregate by race/ethnicity 
within the McKinney-Vento eligible population in your district. This level of disaggregation 
should be considered for both academic (e.g. graduation rate, proficiency) and non-academic 
outcomes (e.g. exclusion, attendance). 
 
Q: How can we access the secure discipline data dashboard webinar on March 3? 
 
A: Visit the Equity in Student Discipline web page on the OSPI website. A recording of the 
webinar and related materials explaining how to access the Tableau discipline data dashboard 
are available at this link: https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/student-
discipline/equity-student-discipline.  
 
Q: Are currently funded HSSeP grant (application)s open for public review? 
 
A: All HSSeP grant applications are public records, and prior grant applications and scoring 
documents can be accessed through a Public Records Request. Multiple districts have inquired 
about seeing their prior year grant application scores and comments from reviewers, and 
these are also available through the Public Records Request process.  
 
For example, if you work in District A and want to review last year’s scoring sheets and 
comments, include those specific details in your request: “Scores and comments for the School 
District A HSSeP 2019 grant application.” Please note that both the rubric and the review team 
will be different from prior competitions. 
 
Visit the OSPI Public Records Request page for more information on submitting requests: 
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/contact-us/ospi-public-records-request. 
 

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/student-discipline/equity-student-discipline
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/student-discipline/equity-student-discipline
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/contact-us/ospi-public-records-request
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/contact-us/ospi-public-records-request
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Q: Will the quarterly Community of Practice (CoP) meetings be in person? 
 
A: Assuming that social distancing limits are lifted and we are allowed to host large gatherings 
in the fall of 2020, we will plan for the first CoP meeting to be held in person. From there, the 
CoP will have agency to work through what makes the most sense, whether we meet in person 
once a year, alternate in-person and remote meetings, and decide how we can best connect in 
person and online.  
 
This is new for all of us and we want to make sure the CoP is helpful and not a hindrance to 
the work being done locally for students and families.  
 
Q: Would travel costs for the quarterly meetings be an allowable cost in the grant? Do 
we need to put the travel in the grant for the CoP? 
 
A: Yes, travel costs for CoP meetings are allowable and we recommend including that in your 
application as though there are two in-person meetings, somewhere in the state. We 
understand that is difficult to calculate and we can work on related budget revisions after the 
grants are awarded. Accurate travel costs to CoP are not a barrier to a successful application. 
We will make sure that it can be supported and revised as needed. 
 
Q: Please explain the mandatory four visits (in reference to the CoP). 
 
A: Our goal is to have a quarterly meeting of all grantees to share best practices and learn 
from each other through the work being done locally. The plan is to develop the CoP through 
an ongoing, iterative process. We often hear at our statewide and regional trainings for 
McKinney-Vento that district staff would like more time to engage with one another and this is 
one way to do that—to pilot the Community of Practice with HSSeP and ideally share that 
learning statewide, regardless of whether you have competitive grant funding.  
 
There is good learning that can come out of the CoP if we provide the time and space and the 
ideas should be driven by practitioners. You'll notice one of the grant assurances is a 
commitment to the Community of Practice. After we have made grant awards, we will work 
with our grantees to determine exactly when and where that first meeting will be. We initially 
committed to confirming the date by August 1 but that will likely be delayed by the fluid 
circumstances related to COVID-19.  
 
Importantly, we need to be able to include the staff that will actually do the work of HSSeP. 
Many grantees aren't able to hire staff until mid-to-late summer or early fall. Initially, we had 
planned to meet up even before the end of this fiscal year and recognized that we could all 
start this community of practice and then it would change personnel after folks are hired to do 
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this work. We recognize that with soft money, districts may struggle to retain quality staff and 
they may rotate out even if you have continuous funding through HSSeP, which influenced our 
decision to make a two-year grant award for 2020–2022. 
 
Q: Our small district is about 90% white, but the main underserved population is low 
income. Is it worth applying for the HSSeP grant? 
 
A: We encourage you to apply. In addition to demonstrated need, three elements are given 
greater weight in the application process: (1) partnership with community-based 
organizations; (2) supporting students of color experiencing homelessness by addressing 
systemic inequities and opportunity gaps, and (3) supporting unaccompanied homeless youth 
specifically. If you're not experiencing significant racial disproportionality in your district, that 
certainly does not disqualify you.  
 
We look first at who has the greatest need, in the numbers and percentages of students 
experiencing homelessness and then prioritize based on the three elements (above) that the 
law highlights (RCW 28A.300.542).  
 
Matt Smith is happy to provide technical assistance by phone or email to districts that are 
unsure about applying based on their local data: matt.smith@k12.wa.us | 360-725-6251. 
 
Q: We will likely use data from this current school year—will you be able to assist us by 
providing data for the 2019–2020 school year? I'll send Eric Seely an email if that is best. 
 
A: Our OSPI Student Information colleague Eric Seely will provide a limited dataset to districts 
who request this via email: eric.seely@k12.wa.us. Matt Smith is also happy to assist in talking 
through your local data sources and how best to incorporate those in your application. 
 
Q: Do new grantees get more weight in the grant scoring? 
 
A: No. There is no additional weight given to new or continuing grantees. However, if current 
grantees are unable to spend the funds allocated this fiscal year it could affect their chance of 
renewal. The program began in 2016 and of our 12 grantees, five of those districts have had 
funding since the beginning. There are new grantees and continuing grantees each year. I 
encourage current grantees who plan to re-apply again to highlight the work that they have 
done with HSSeP funds, and how they will build on that in the next application cycle.  
 
Q: What was the percentage of grant applications funded in the last cycle? 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.300.542
mailto:eric.seely@k12.wa.us
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A: 35 applications were submitted for the 2019 competition and we funded 12 of those 
applications: that's about one third of grants that were funded (34%). The year prior we 
funded the same number of grants, but we received more applications (out of 45 applications 
submitted in 2018, 12 were funded: 27%).  
 
Of the money that's been allocated by the legislature, currently 83% of that goes directly to 
school districts through these grants and 17% is administrative costs funding the program 
supervisor position, part of our administrative support position, as well as travel and 
professional development activities across the state.  
 
Q: When completing the HSSeP application in iGrants, do we need to budget for 2 
years? For instance, if there is an annual need for $63,000 would I complete the needs 
assessment to show two years of funding for a total of $126,000? 
 
A: Although grants will be awarded for two years, please complete the budget in iGrants for 
one year only (maximum of $80,000 per district). We will amend budgets for the year two of 
the cycle with each grantee. 
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