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Learning 
Objectives 

• McKinney-Vento: Key Roles and
Responsibilities

• Effective Service Delivery in the
time of COVID-19

• Nurturing Collaborative
Relationships-Leveraging
Partnerships and Resources
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Land Acknowledgement
Jon Claymore

Office of Native Education, Director
OSPI



Land Acknowledgements

LET US PUT OUR MINDS TOGETHER AND
SEE WHAT LIFE WE WILL MAKE FOR OUR CHILDREN

CHIEF SITTING BULL STANDING ROCK SIOUX

2020 Office of Native Education



Since Time Immemorial

Office of Native Education2020

https://vimeo.com/378952838


What is a Land Acknowledgment? 

A Land Acknowledgement is a formal statement 
that recognizes and respects Indigenous Peoples 
as traditional stewards of this land and the 
enduring relationship that exists between 
Indigenous Peoples and their traditional 
territories.

2020 Office of Native Education



Why do we recognize the land?

To recognize the land is an expression of gratitude 
and appreciation to those whose territory you 
reside on, and a way of honoring the Indigenous 
people who have been living and working on the 
land since time immemorial. It is important to 
understand the long-standing history that has 
brought you to reside on the land, and to seek to 
understand your place within that history.

2020 Office of Native Education



Tribal Consultation Nisqually & North Thurston

“We acknowledge that North Thurston Public 
Schools resides on the traditional lands of the 
Nisqually people. The Nisqually have lived on and 
cared for this land and these waterways since time 
immemorial. We make this acknowledgement to 
open a space of recognition, inclusion, and respect 
for our sovereign tribal partners and all indigenous 
students, families, and staff in our community.” 

October 20, 2020 Office of Native Education



Next Steps

Internal and External Plan:

 10/20/2020 - Tribal Leaders & Assistant Superintendent
 11/6/2020 – NWESD Training
 11/10/2020 – McKinney-Vento Training
 11/12/2020 – GATE Webinar
 TBD (November) – Leader to Leader Consultation
 TBD (November) – All OSPI Training
 TBD – ESSA Districts required to consult

October 20, 2020 Office of Native Education



ALL PADDLES PULLING TOGETHER AS ONE

QUINAULT INDIAN NATION 
KINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL

Summer 2018
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Introductions
Welcome!

 A few technical considerations
 We would love to know who you are!
 OSPI Homeless Education
 Opening Comment-Assistant

Superintendent Martin Mueller
 OSPI mission, vision & values
 Agenda Review
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Welcome, From the Homeless Education 
Team!

Melinda Dyer
Program Supervisor
McKinney-Vento 
Education of 
Homeless Children 
and Youth

Keith Woodruff
Program Supervisor
McKinney-Vento 
Education of 
Homeless Children 
and Youth

Sharon Armstrong
Training Specialist
McKinney-Vento, 
Education of Homeless 
Children and Youth

Matt Smith
Program Supervisor
Homeless Student 
Stability education 
Program (HSSeP)

Aubry Schlottmann
Administrative Assistant
McKinney-Vento, 
HSSeP, and Foster Care
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Opening Comments

Assistant Superintendent 
Martin Mueller



Vision All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and 
civic engagement.

Mission Transform K–12 education to a system that is centered on closing 
opportunity gaps and is characterized by high expectations for all 
students and educators. We achieve this by developing equity-
based policies and supports that empower educators, families, 
and communities.

Values • Ensuring Equity
• Collaboration and Service
• Achieving Excellence through Continuous Improvement
• Focus on the Whole Child
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Addressing 
Racism:
An Ongoing 
Responsibility

Matt Smith
Sharon Armstrong
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Complicity and Candor

Our intentions and impact

Our work – agency, district, school, individual

This moment in history is an opportunity



Equity Statement Each student, family, and community possesses strengths and 
cultural knowledge that benefits their peers, educators, and 
schools.
Ensuring educational equity:
• Goes beyond equality; it requires education leaders to examine

the ways current policies and practices result in disparate 
outcomes for our students of color, students living in poverty, 
students receiving special education and English Learner 
services, students who identify as LGBTQ+, and highly mobile 
student populations.

• Requires education leaders to develop an understanding of 
historical contexts; engage students, families, and community 
representatives as partners in decision-making; and actively 
dismantle systemic barriers, replacing them with policies and 
practices that ensure all students have access to the instruction 
and support they need to succeed in our schools.



OSPI & SchoolHouse Connection

Promoting Equity 
Student Voices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. Check in with students experiencing homelessness regularly, especially students of color (3:50)2. Make sure students of color know you see them and value them as individuals (3:58)3. Give students of color important roles in the classroom (4:08)4. Hire a diverse staff, and have staff reach out to students of their race/ethnicity (4:16)5. Listen, be patient, and build trust (4:22)6. Develop and implement a data-driven racial and ethnic justice plan (4:27)

https://youtu.be/RzA096Zaoz0
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Remember: Equity is Critical in All Our Work!

Students of color 
are much more 
likely to experience 
homelessness than 
their White peers.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is national dataInformation about disparities in student homelessness:https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/YRBS-racialethnic.pdf In Washington state, students of color are more likely to experience homelessness than their white peers. Particularly students to identify or are categorized as Black, Indigenous, Pacific Islander 
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Students & Families Are Not The Deficit

• What specific actions have you and your district
colleagues taken to help close opportunity gaps
for students of color experiencing homelessness?

• Who is directly SERVED and who is not?

• Why?
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Data Dashboard as a Racial Equity Tool

7.9% 14.3%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
STUDENTS ARE NOT THE DEFICIT“Equity work is an expertise with history, theory, literature. Many using this word are not aware of its foundational principles. It is not about disaggregating data. It’s about being able to interpret disaggregated data as dysfunction of institutional practices, not students.”					-Dr. Estela Bensimon 					 Center for Urban Education (2019) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYquF5HH0TE&feature=youtu.be
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On Taking Responsibility for Racism
“[I]f you buy an old house, you are not 
responsible for how it was built. You did 
not build the beams and the posts and 
the pillars and the joints that may be 
now askew. But it's your responsibility 
once it's in your possession to know 
what it is that you now occupy. And it's 
your responsibility to fix it.”

-Isabel Wilkerson
speaking to Terry Gross

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pulitzer Prize winner Isabel Wilkerson recently published “Caste: The Origin of our Discontents” 

https://www.npr.org/transcripts/898574852
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Agenda

 Review of Learning Objectives
 Land/Racism Acknowledgement
 Welcome and Introduction

• Nuts and Bolts: McKinney-Vento/ Rights & Responsibilities
• Break (15 min)
• Nuts and Bolts: McKinney-Vento/ Rights & Responsibilities

(Continued)
• Break Out! Peer Break Out Session
• Lunch Break/Network/Connect (12:45-1:15)
• Q&A- Morning Presenters and Large Group
• Partner Panel Presentations- Resources
• Break (15 min)
• Q&A- Afternoon Presenters and Large Group
• Learning Objectives- Review
• Final Thoughts/Discussion/Questions
• Closing
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McKinney-Vento: The ‘Why?’

McKinney-Vento 
Act is in place to 

ensure access and 
school stability 
for children and 

youth 
experiencing 

homelessness:

• Law passed in 1987 as the Stewart B.
McKinney Homeless Assistance Act

• Reauthorized in 1990, 1994, 2001, 2015

• The Act is authorized at $85M

• The FY20 appropriation was $101.5 million
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In other words…

Students experiencing 
homelessness have the right to 
enjoy the same access to 
educational and extracurricular 
continuity and as students who 
are housed.
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These Rights Include, But Are Not Limited
To…
Prompt identification.

Immediate enrollment, even if the student lacks records normally required for enrollment.

Enrollment and full participation in all school activities.

Same rigor/state standards as all other students.

Ability to remain in the school of origin, according to the student’s best interest.

Supportive services, including transportation, tutoring, and other services.

Eligibility for free meals and all Title I services.
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Q. So, who is ‘experiencing 
homelessness?’

A. Children and youth who lack 
a fixed, regular and adequate 
night-time residence, including 
children and youth who are…
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Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship or 
a similar reason.

Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative 
accommodations.

Living in emergency or transitional shelters.

Abandoned in hospitals.

Living in public or private places not ordinarily designed for human beings.

Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus 
or train stations, or similar settings.

Migratory children who qualify due to their living circumstances.

Who is ‘experiencing homelessness?’



11/13/2020 |  31

HUD & DOE Definition Misalignment
Living Situation Department of Education 

(DOE)
Housing (HUD)

Unsheltered Locations Yes Yes

Emergency Shelters/
Transitional Housing

Yes Yes

Hotels and Motels Yes, due to lack of adequate 
accommodations

Yes, if paid for 
by government/

charity 

Doubled-up Yes, if due to loss of 
housing, economic 

hardship, or similar reasons

Only under extremely 
narrow conditions
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Reforming HUD Homeless Assistance
…

The definition of homelessness used by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) 
• Excludes most children and youth whose families pay for a motel room, or who must stay with other 

people temporarily. 
• Unstable and often unsafe, putting children and youth at high risk of trafficking and violence. 
• HUD’s definition; these children and youth are not assessed for services. In addition, HUD has 

imposed strong federal incentives and requirements for certain housing models, like Rapid 
Rehousing, and for certain populations, like chronically homeless adults, that do not match all 
communities’ needs. 

On April 1, 2019, WA. State Representatives reintroduced, the Homeless Children and Youth Act 
(HYCA) to remove these barriers to HUD Homeless Assistance for children, youth, and families.

Source: School House Connection, 2020
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…And who are 
‘Unaccompanied 
Youths?’

Definition: 

A child or youth who meets the McKinney-Vento definition of 
homelessness and is not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
11434a(6)



Identifying Homelessness
Student Voices

https://youtu.be/898uyBdKZic?t=22
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Data: Identification
● 62% of McKinney-Vento students said that proof of 

residency requirements posed a major challenge for 
them when enrolling in a new school.

● 56% said lack of cooperation between their new and 
old schools (records transfer) posed a major challenge.

● 60% found changing schools difficult to navigate
Hidden in Plain Sight (https://www.americaspromise.org/report/hidden-plain-sight). 5/22/19

Article from America’s Promise Alliance

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.americaspromise.org%2Freport%2Fhidden-plain-sight&data=04%7C01%7CMelinda.Dyer%40k12.wa.us%7C7be0e2286d1d4684ba8908d87f83b077%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637399550864980617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FUcGAxKjZ0prCm1Is83KU8xKd9JcPMPswak7S%2BDB%2FA0%3D&reserved=0


Washington State:

Total Student Population in Washington:
1,134,517 for 2018-19 – Based on Oct. 1 enrollment

Total Number Homeless Students Reported In Washington:
2018-19 – 40,186

% of State Student Population Reported Experiencing Homeless:
3.5%



Washington State
NIGHTTIME RESIDENCE

Living with Others (Doubled-Up) 75%
Hotel/Motel: 6%

Shelters: 12%
Unsheltered: 7%

GRADUATION RATE
All Students 80.8%

Homeless Students 55.5%

DROPOUT RATE
All Students 11.2%

Homeless Students 28%
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National Statistics
• 1.5 million: Number of students enrolled in school AND experiencing 

homelessness according to the NCHE report
• 25%: Percentage of LGBTQ+ homeless youth who reported being 

rejected/kicked out of their home resulting in homelessness
Chapin Hall/Voices of Youth Count – Missed Opportunities: LGBTQ Youth 
Homelessness in America

• 87%: Homelessness is associated with an 87% higher likelihood of dropping 

out of school. “Don’t Call them Dropouts” from America’s Promise Alliance

• Age: Nearly half of all children in federally-funded shelters are under age five.
2018 AHAR report from HUD
Early Childhood Homelessness State Profiles

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Federal-Data-Summary-SY-15.16-to-17.18-Published-1.30.2020.pdf
https://www.chapinhall.org/wp-content/uploads/VoYC-LGBTQ-Brief-FINAL.pdf
https://www.americaspromise.org/report/dont-call-them-dropouts
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2018-AHAR-Part-2.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2018-AHAR-Part-2.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/rschstat/eval/disadv/homeless/early-childhood-homelessness-state-profiles-2020.pdf


McKinney-Vento Basics



Duties of the Liaison

Every district is REQUIRED to 
designate a liaison to 
coordinate services and 
ensure that students who are 
experiencing homelessness 
enroll in school and have the 
opportunity to succeed 
academically. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://maken.wikiwijs.nl/86773/Stappenplan_opstarten_tablet_laptop_klas
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Local Liaisons:
Determining Capacity
LEA administrators should review:
● The legal requirements for the position;

● Data indicating the prevalence and needs of children and youths 
experiencing homelessness;

● Past technical assistance provided to the LEA… to determine how much time 
the McKinney-Vento program requires to be managed well;

● The number of schools and students in the district; and

● The number of identified homeless students in the district as a percentage 
of students living in poverty.



2020 District 
Guide to 
Selecting the 
McKinney-Vento 
Liaison

Designating and 
Supporting a Local 
Homeless Liaison: 
A Guide for School 
District Administrators in 
Washington State 

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/homelessed/pubdocs/Designating_and_Supporting_a_Local_Homeless_Liaison_A_Guide_for_School_District_Administrators_in_Washington_State.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/homelessed/pubdocs/Designating_and_Supporting_a_Local_Homeless_Liaison_A_Guide_for_School_District_Administrators_in_Washington_State.pdf


Liaison Duties

The McKinney-Vento 
Act describes the 10 
required liaison duties. 
Liaisons must have the 
time and capacity to 
fulfill all duties outlined 
in the law.
Local Liaisons: Understanding Their 
Role (NCHE)

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/liaisons.pdf


Identification
Local liaisons must ensure that:

Homeless children and youths are identified by 
school personnel through outreach and coordination 
activities with other entities and agencies.



Identification

Use housing questionnaires upon enrollment (11 
languages).

Remember: Identification is an “active” 
process, rather than “passive.” (Don’t wait for 
self-identification.)

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/homeless-education/resources-homeless-children-and-youth


Identification

Educate students, parents and community partners.
• Put information on the school and district 

websites.
• Posters in school buildings, libraries, motels, 

campgrounds, service providers.
• Meet with teen parent programs, LGBTQ youth 

organizations, youth organizations, homeless 
service providers, health, housing and social 
service agencies.



Identification
Use descriptive language; ask questions with discretion:

• Where would you go if you couldn’t stay here?
• What led you to move into this situation?

Training, training, training.
• School counselors, registrars, teachers, bus drivers, 

resource officers, nurses, dropout prevention specialists, 
attendance officers, principals, food service staff, etc.

• Ask about preschool aged siblings.



Identification Challenges During COVID

What are your challenges with identification during school closures/remote 
learning? 
(Use the chat)

Look For… 
• Zoom cameras off, or background location may provide clues such as changing 

locations frequently
• Different people in background (not just family)
• Background in a motel/hotel, outdoors, or public areas
• Student/parent unreachable for periods of time
• Unwilling to turn on camera; inconsistent internet.

(For more homeless/COVID information go to 
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/covid19-and-homelessness/)

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/covid19-and-homelessness/


Check Out 
This Checklist!

“Keeping in Touch with 
Students and Families 
Experiencing Homelessness 
During School Closures- A 
Checklist” 

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/keeping-in-touch-during-school-closures/


Enrollment
Local liaisons must ensure that:

Homeless children and youths are enrolled in, and 
have full and equal opportunity to succeed in, the 
school or schools of the LEA.

(The terms “enroll” and “enrollment” include attending 
classes and participating fully in school activities.)



Access to Services

Local liaisons must ensure that:

Homeless families and homeless children and youths have access to and 
receive educational services for which such families, children and youths are 
eligible, including services through Head Start programs (including Early 
Head Start programs), early intervention services under Part C of the IDEA, 
and other preschool programs administered by the LEA.



Referrals for Service

Local liaisons must ensure that:

Homeless families and homeless children and 
youths receive referrals to health, dental, 
mental health, and substance abuse services, 
housing services, and other appropriate 
services.

McKinney-Vento Sample Intake Form

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/homelessed/pubdocs/mckinneyventointakeform.pdf


Parent Involvement

Local liaisons must ensure that:

Parents or guardians of homeless 
children and youths are informed of 
educational and related opportunities 
available to their children and are 
provided with meaningful 
opportunities to participate in the 
education of their children.



Public Notice

Local liaisons must ensure that:

Public notice of the educational rights of homeless 
students is disseminated in locations frequented by parents 
and guardians of such children and youths, and 
unaccompanied youths, including schools, shelters, public 
libraries, and soup kitchens, in a manner and form 
understandable to the parents and guardian and 
unaccompanied youth.

FREE Posters and Brochures on OSPI website (9 languages).

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/homeless-education/homeless-education-posters-and-brochures-outreach


Disputes
Local liaisons must ensure 
that:

Enrollment disputes are 
mediated in accordance with 
the requirements of the 
McKinney-Vento Act.



Transportation
Local liaisons must ensure that:

Parents and guardians and 
unaccompanied youths are fully informed 

of all transportation services, including 
transportation to and from the school of 

origin and are assisted in accessing 
transportation services.



Professional 
Development

Local liaisons must ensure 
that:

School personnel receive 
professional development and 
other support. 



Unaccompanied Youth
Local liaisons must ensure that:

Unaccompanied youths are enrolled in school, have opportunities 
to meet the same challenging state academic standards as the State 
establishes for other children and youths, are informed of their 
status as independent students under section 480 of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (HEA)(20 U.S.C. 1087vv), and their right to 
receive verification of this status from the local liaison.



Time and Capacity
The U.S. Department of Education Guidance states that LEAs 
“should allocate sufficient time for… liaisons to do their jobs 

effectively and should support them in fulfilling their duties as 
outlined in the law and in making timely decisions.”

67% of liaisons have 4 hours or less per week to fulfill their liaison duties

15% of the liaisons above have one hour or less per week to fulfill their 
liaison duties

*Averages were calculated based on reported FTE in the Title I iGrants FP 201: Homeless Set-Aside



ESSA Tool

Resource: Liaison Self-Assessment Tool Oct 1, 2019 
New Resources

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/essa-tool-assessing-the-capacity-of-lea-homeless-liaisons/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/topics/new-resources/


In addition to fulfilling 
liaison duties, school 
districts are required to…

According to the child or youth’s best 
interest:

• Continue the child or youth’s education in 
the school of origin for the duration of 
homelessness, AND

• For the remainder of the academic year, if 
the child or youth becomes permanently 
housed during the academic year; OR

• Enroll the child or youth in any public 
school that non-homeless students who 
live in the attendance area in which the 
child or youth is actually living are eligible 
to attend.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://onlinelearninginsights.com/author/onlinelearninginsights
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Determining Best Interest

• Presume that keeping the child or youth in the school of origin is in the child’s 
or youth’s best interest, except when doing so is contrary to the request of the 
child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, or (in the case of an unaccompanied 
youth) the youth.

• Consider child-center factors related to the child’s or youth’s best interest, 
including:

• Impact of mobility on achievement
• Education
• Health
• Safety
• For preschool children, consider attachment to teachers; availability and 

quality of services in the new area; and travel time.



Determining Best 
Interest

● Give priority to the 
request of the 
parent/guardian.

● Give priority to the 
request of an 
unaccompanied 
youth.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.diggita.it/story.php?title=LA_SCUOLA_ITALIANA_STRESSA_TROPPO_GLI_STUDENTI
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


School of Origin
The school attended when 
permanently housed or the 
school in which last enrolled, 
including a preschool 
11432(g)(3)(I)

Includes the designated receiving 
school at the next grade level for 
all feeder schools, when the 
student completes the final grade 
level served by the school of 
origin.



School of Origin: What counts as a “preschool” for 
McKinney-Vento purposes?
What is a “preschool”?
● Publicly-funded program for children 0-5 for which the LEA is a financial or 

administrative agent, or is accountable for providing early childhood education.
● Preschools operated, administered or funded by an LEA, including funded by 

Title I or similar govt. Grants.
● Head Start programs receiving LEA funding or for which the LEA is the grant 

recipient.
● Preschool special education.
● LEA funded or administered home-based early childhood services. 

Guidance N4; Fed. Data Guide



Preschool Enrollment

● Immediate enrollment applies to 
preschools, as long as there is space.

• McKinney-Vento children should be 
prioritized on wait lists.

• Some preschool programs hold slots 
open for McKinney-Vento children.

● State McKinney-Vento plans must describe 
procedures that ensure that homeless 
children have access to public preschool 
programs administered by the SEA or 
LEAs. 11432(g)(1)(F)(i)



Access To Early Learning For 
Young Children 
Experiencing Homelessness, 
Birth To Five

Detailed information

Download the PDF - English
Download the PDF - Spanish

Sep 21, 2020  
New Resources

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/access-to-early-learning-for-young-children-experiencing-homelessness-birth-to-five/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Early-Learning-1-pager.pdf
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Early-Learning-1-pager-Spanish.pdf
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/topics/new-resources/


School District Duties: Enrollment

McKinney-Vento students are entitled to immediate enrollment 
in any public school that students living in the same attendance 
area are eligible to attend, even if: 
● Students do not have required documents, such as school 

records, records of immunization and other required health 
records, proof of residency, guardianship, or other documents.

Or
● Students have missed application or enrollment deadlines 

during any period of homelessness.



District Duties: 
Enrollment
The liaison must assist in 
obtaining immunization and 
other health records or 
screenings, and 
immunizations if needed; the 
student must be enrolled in 
the interim.



Immediate Enrollment
62% of McKinney-Vento students said that proof of residency 

requirements posed a major challenge for them when enrolling in a 
new school.

56% said lack of cooperation between their new and old schools 
(records transfer) posed a major challenge.

60% found changing schools difficult to navigate.



School District Duties, cont.

Immediate 
transfer of 

records

Removal of 
barriers 

Provide the 
dispute 
process

Referral for 
services

Set aside Title I 
funds to support 

the needs of 
homeless 
students

Transportation 
services



Transportation to the 
School of Origin
● LEAs must provide transportation to and from 

the school of origin (including preschools), 
including until the end of the year when the 
student obtains permanent housing, at a 
parent’s or guardian’s request (or at the 
liaison’s request for unaccompanied youth).

○ Even if transportation is not typically 
provided.

● If staying in the same LEA, that LEA must 
provide or arrange transportation to the 
school of origin.



Transportation to the 
School of Origin
If crossing LEA lines, 
both LEAs must 
determine how to divide 
the responsibility and 
share the cost, or they 
must share the cost 
equally. 
11432(g)(1)(J)(iii); 
Guidance J5



Additional 
Transportation
• LEAs must provide transportation to extra-

curricular activities if lack of transportation is a 
barrier. Guidance J11

• LEAs also must provide students experiencing 
homelessness with transportation services 
comparable to those provided to other 
students.  11432(g)(4)(A)

• Transportation must be arranged promptly to 
ensure immediate enrollment and not create 
barriers to attendance, retention or success. 
Guidance J1



“What does this all mean 
during these 
unprecedented times?”

• Districts are still required to immediately enroll students 
experiencing homelessness in the school where enrollment is 
sought.

• If there are hybrid, in-person, or remote options available, 
students experiencing homelessness must be given the same 
options as housed students.

• If hybrid or in-person is chosen by the 
student/parent(s)/guardian(s), the school is required to 
transport the student to and from the school of origin, even if 
the student is located outside of the district.

• If there is a dispute over these matters, the school must 
immediately enroll, immediately start transportation, give the 
parent(s)/legal guardian(s) or the unaccompanied youth the 
reasons for the dispute and the dispute resolution process.



The Transportation 
Toolkit on the OSPI 
Resources website
includes multiple 
sample forms and 

templates.

These forms are available 
for districts to adopt.

Access to Transportation Forms

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/homeless-education/resources-homeless-children-and-youth
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What is the Role of the Building Point of Contact?

Coordinate
• Coordinate with the 

school district 
McKinney-Vento 
liaison to identify 
and serve students 
experiencing 
homelessness:

1. Lead
• Lead school efforts 

to identify students 
experiencing 
homelessness

2. Inform
• Inform other school 

staff about 
homelessness and 
McKinney-Vento 
services.

3. Provide
• Provide building-

level supports to 
students and 
families experiencing 
homelessness.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Homeless Student Stability and Opportunity Gap Act of 2016To the best of our knowledge, Washington is the only state with this requirementEach K-12 public school in the state must establish a building point of contact in each elementary school, middle school, and high school. 1.2 These points of contact must be appointed by the principal of the designated school and are responsible for identifying homeless and unaccompanied homeless youth and connecting them with the school district's liaison for students experiencing homelessness. 1.3 The school district homeless student liaison is responsible for training building points of contact.(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall make available best practices for choosing and training building points of contact to each school district.
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Building Point 
of Contact 
Training

• Offered live (webinar).

• Offered online (asynchronous) 

via OSPI Moodle.

• Free of charge.

• Launch: first quarter of 2021.
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Funding 
Streams

• McKinney-Vento

• HSSEP

• Title I



McKinney-Vento Grant Funding
Washington receives $1.5M from US Department of Education

o 75% (or more) goes to districts in the form of LEA sub-
grants

o Washington Currently funds 37 local sub-grants
• 35 individual districts
• 2 consortium programs

ALL districts must address the needs of students 
experiencing homelessness per the federal law, regardless of 
funding.



Homeless Student Stability (Education) Program
HSSeP

• Racial equity, UHY, community partnerships
• Building points of contact
• $876,000 (73% of $1.2M) in competitive grants
• 13 district grantees

• $75,000 median award
• 7 of 9 ESDs 
• First two-year awards: 2020-2022



Title I, Part A Set Aside: 
McKinney-Vento

Penélope Mena 
Title I, Part A Program & Learning Assistance Program (LAP)

Questions about Title I, Part A Homeless Set Aside: Title1@k12.wa.us
Learn more about our program: 

Closing Educational Achievement Gaps (Title I, Part A)

mailto:Title1@k12.wa.us
https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/closing-educational-achievement-gaps-title-i-part/parent-and-family-engagement-pfe/share-your-story


Homeless Students and Title I, Part A 
Set Aside

General Information

• Title I, Part A is designed to meet the educational needs of low-achieving 
children in schools with the highest levels of poverty.

• All homeless students are categorically eligible for Title I, Part A supports 
and services. (No “priority” lists or designations for homeless students.)

• Services provided through Title I, Part A may need to be greater in scope 
and intensity for homeless students or simply different in type than those 
normally provided to non-homeless students by Title I, Part A.

• Title I, Part A set-aside funds can be used in both Title I, Part A, and non-
Title I, Part A schools; in Targeted Assistance Programs and in 
Schoolwide Programs. 



Why Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) are 
Required to Set Aside Title I, Part A Funds?

Obligation

Title I, Part A specifically notes that homeless 
children are included within the population of 
students considered to have the greatest 
needs [20 U.S.C. § 6315(b)(2)(E)].

Districts must set aside an amount 
appropriate to serve the needs of homeless 
students.  

Title I, Part A Homeless Set Aside 
Needs Assessment

Needs assessment should be 
comprehensive in nature, assessing 
needs of homeless students across 
multiple schools in the district

Homeless liaison, Title I Director, LEA 
staff should work collaborative to 
determine the appropriate amount



Allowable Cost for Homeless Title I, 
Part A Set Aside*
Examples: Up to 100% of the homeless liaison’s salary

Items of clothing necessary to meet dress code/uniform requirement

Clothing/shoes necessary to participate in P.E. classes

Student fees necessary to participate in the general ed program

Personal school supplies (i.e. backpacks, notebooks, etc.)

Birth certificates necessary for enrollment

Extended learning time (i.e. before and after school, summer school, Saturday school) to 
compensate for lack of quiet time for homework in shelters, or other disrupted living conditions

* Other school and 
community resources 
must be exhausted 
before LEAs use the 
reservation of funds 
for homeless 
students to meet an 
identified need

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other examples:ImmunizationsFoodMedical and dental servicesEyeglasses and hearing aidsCounseling servicesOutreach services to student living in shelters, hotels, etc.Tutoring servicesParental involvementFees for AP and IB testingFees for SAT/ACT testingGED testing for school-age students



OSPI Attendance 
Guidance for 
2020-21 School 
Year



Key Guidance Documents

12/14/2020 1

August Bulletin + 

November Bulletin

Attendance & Truancy FAQ

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/bulletinsmemos/bulletins2020/B064-20_%20Emergency_Absence%20Rule_.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/OSPI%20Bulletin%20_%20November%20Absence%20Rule.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/Attendance%20Rules%20FAQ_August%202020.pdf


OSPI Attendance Guidance:
Guiding Principles

• Attendance is a critical first step towards engagement and mastery

• Absences indicate when a student has missed out on instructional 

time

• Absences are a signal that cue us to ask why & provide additional 

supports

• Can highlight system inequities: which students do our systems not 

support well?

• Frequency is critical to be responsive and check safety

• Families and students need flexibility to attend or participate in 

learning activities outside of typical school hours

3



Overview of Changes

• Take daily attendance 

• Definition of absence from remote learning

• Excused absences expanded

• Remote absences until March 1, 2021 if they are not 

excused, are considered “non-truancy remote learning 

absence” 

• Develop tiered supports

4



Daily Attendance
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Districts must take daily attendance for students 

participating in remote, hybrid or in-person learning



Attendance/Participation in Remote 
Learning
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Absent when not participating 

in planned instructional 

activities on remote learning 

day; participation can be 

synchronous or asynchronous 

Participation includes, not 
limited to:

• Daily logins to learning 
management systems;

• Daily interactions with teacher(s) 
to acknowledge attendance 
(including messages, emails, 
phone calls or video chats); or

• Evidence of participation in a task 
or assignment



Non-Truancy 
Remote 
Learning 
Absence

11/16/2020 |  7

A new category of absence 

was created: “Non-truancy 

remote learning absence”, 

that is not treated as 

unexcused

This period of non-truancy 

remote learning absence 

has been extended until 

March 1, 2021.

What this means? 

Absences from remote 

learning should not 

accrue for the filing of a 

truancy petition.

Districts should continue 

the practice of excusing 

absences.



Additional 
reasons for 
excused 
absences 
related to 
COVID

11/16/2020 |  8

the student’s illness, health condition, or medical appointments due to 

COVID-19

caring for a family member who has an illness, health condition, or 

medical appointment due to COVID-19

the student’s employment or other family obligations during 

regularly scheduled school hours that are temporarily necessary 

due to COVID-19

the student’s parent’s work schedule or other obligations during 

regularly scheduled school hours

the student’s lack of necessary instructional tools, including internet 

broadband access or connectivity

other COVID-19 related circumstances



Tiered 
Response 
System:

Purpose is to 
address 
barriers to 
student 
attendance

11/16/2020 |  9

Monitoring daily attendance data for all absences

A process to contact families and verify current contact 

information 

Daily notification of absences to parents

A process for outreach to determine student needs 

Differentiated supports that address the barriers to 

attendance and participation that includes universal 

supports for all students and tiered interventions for 

students at-risk of and experiencing chronic absence



Claiming students for funding and withdrawing

• Districts are not required to withdraw students from 

enrollment, even if they are not claimed for state funding. 

Districts are encouraged to maintain students in their local 

system even if they cannot claim the student for state 

funding. 



McKinney 
Vento Liaison 
Role in 
Attendance 
& Truancy 
Process

Myth: Students experiencing homelessness cannot 
have a truancy petition filed on them

Fact: They can and they are disproportionally filed 
on

You are the expert on supporting youth 
experiencing homelessness 

• Assist schools to understand the state guidance, 

especially the reasons for excused absence & 

required interventions

• Request that you are notified prior to a petition 

being filed

• Coordinate and collaborate with District Truancy 

Liaison

11/16/2020 12



Key Resources

Strategies for Connecting with Students & Families

Keeping in Touch with Students & Families Experiencing 

Homelessness during School Building Closures

Distance Learning Connecting Hierarchy

Updated Attendance Playbook during COVID 

13

https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/transition-guide/a-guide-for-planning-transitions-to-elementary-prek-5-school/strategies-for-connecting-with-students-and-families-rev-8-27-20/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Keeping-in-Touch-During-School-Closures.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/attendance/Distance%20Learning%20Hierarchy.pdf
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/attendance-playbook/


Was this helpful?

Please take this final poll to share your feedback. 

Questions or Comments?

• Krissy Johnson (Attendance & Truancy) at 

krissy.johnson@k12.wa.us

• Connect with your district truancy liaison

• OSPI Attendance Website

14

mailto:krissy.johnson@k12.wa.us
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/attendance-chronic-absenteeism-and-truancy/district-truancy-liaison
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/attendance-chronic-absenteeism-and-truancy


Notice and Disputes

If a dispute arises over eligibility, school selection or enrollment 
(including full participation), or if the LEA determines that it is not 
in the student’s best interest to attend the school of origin or the 
school requested by the parent, guardian or youth:

● The parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth must be 
provided a written explanation of decisions made by the 
school, LEA or SEA, and how to appeal them, in a manner and 
form understandable to the parent, guardian, or youth.



Notice and Disputes
● The parent, guardian or youth must be referred to the liaison, who must 

carry out the dispute resolution process as expeditiously as possible.

● The student shall be immediately enrolled in the school in which 
enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute (including all 
available appeals).

● The liaison shall ensure unaccompanied youth are immediately enrolled 
pending resolution of the dispute.
11432(g)(3)(E); Guidance K2; 11432(g)(3)(B)(iii)
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Elmo’s Message to Children and Parents 
Experiencing Homelessness

SchoolHouse Connection

PSA: schoolhouseconnection.org

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaEq_zAW96nkFyha53YYqYw


Addressing the Whole Child 
through the Integration of 

Behavioral Health and 
Education

The Role of the Behavioral Health Navigator



Vision All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and 
civic engagement.

Mission Transform K–12 education to a system that is centered on closing 
opportunity gaps and is characterized by high expectations for all 
students and educators. We achieve this by developing equity-
based policies and supports that empower educators, families, 
and communities.

Values • Ensuring Equity
• Collaboration and Service
• Achieving Excellence through Continuous Improvement
• Focus on the Whole Child



Pilot Project Background



Brief History
• The Children’s Behavioral Health Workgroup, formed in 2016 by the 

legislature, was tasked with identifying barriers to children’s 
behavioral health services. 

• Their recommendations to the legislature included strategies for 
improving access and coordination in early learning, K–12 
education, and health care systems. 

• One of the workgroup’s recommendations created the OSPI 
Children’s Regional Behavioral Health Pilot Project authorized by 
RCW 28A.630.500.

• A legislative report in December 2019 Legislative Report addresses 
the pilot learnings.

• Positions established in all 9 ESDs in HB 1216, School Safety and 
Student Wellbeing (2019). Funded in the 2020 budget.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.630.500
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/2019-12-Childrens-Regional-Behavioral-Health-Pilot-Program.pdf


Goal

Purpose

To increase equitable access to behavioral 
healthcare and services for students in need 
through state and regional cross-system 
collaboration with schools and communities.  

To investigate the benefits of a dedicated staff 
person networking with regional partners and K–12 
school districts for the coordination of behavioral 
health services to students and families who are 
eligible for Medicaid.  



Role of the Navigator
The Navigator is not a direct service provider, rather the Navigator 
designs their approach to the work using the following guiding 
principles: 

Coordination of behavioral health resources, supports, service 
providers, schools, school districts, and communities in the ESD 
region. 

Facilitation of partnerships across the multiple systems of 
behavioral healthcare services and supports for children and 
families.



Ensuring the adequacy of systems level supports for students in 
need of behavioral health services through the integration of 
various service delivery models appropriate for the school 
setting. 

Collaboration with ESDs, OSPI, districts, schools, community 
partners, and other stakeholders to increase access to 
behavioral healthcare services and supports.



The Pilot Project recommended that each ESD Navigator spend 
the first  several months engaging in data collection through 
an in-person interview with each district in their region. It is 
helpful and appropriate to include a variety of school and 
district staff (as available); superintendent, principal, student 
support coordinator, counselor, business manager, etc. This will 
give the navigator a formal introduction to the school district 
and create an opportunity to foster the relationships needed for 
outreach and implementation of services. Furthermore, this 
will allow the navigator to complete an  assessment of the 
unique conditions in the region related to the ESD, school 
districts, and the behavioral health system.



Implementation



Behavioral Health Navigators in nine 
ESD’s.

OSPI will provide 
state level leadership 

and facilitate 
collaborative 

support of ESDs in 
performing the 

following: 

• Hiring/assigning a lead Behavioral Health 
Coordinator/Navigator.

• Designing a program that aligns with 
guidance from OSPI’s Behavioral Health 
Navigator Playbook for step-by-step 
instructions on developing a plan for 
assessing the needs and gaps of the regions 
behavioral health system, the ESD’s 
engagement within the system, and each 
school district’s ability to meet student need.



• Developing positive relationships with school district staff 
members for the purpose of gathering and conveying information.  

• Be utilized as a consistent resource regarding Behavioral Health 
and Suicide Prevention.

• Serve as the behavioral health navigator, regional liaison, and 
advocate for school districts in facilitating partnerships and 
coordinating local systems of behavioral health services, as 
referenced in the OSPI Behavioral Health Navigator Playbook.  

• Provide leadership at the ESD level in the areas of suicide 
prevention, intervention, and postvention for all school districts 
within the ESD, including technical assistance and support for 
policy and procedure development. 



Behavioral Health System Coordinator/ 
Navigator Monthly Meetings

To collaborate and coordinate the implementation and establishment of the  
behavioral health coordinator/navigator programming within the nine ESD’s .
To ensure cross networking and sharing of information on programming, training, 
and current trends (including suicide prevention, intervention and postvention).
Identify common themes/issues/needs/learnings and opportunities for 
collaborative problem solving.
Representatives at these meetings are program and subject-specific staff from OSPI 
and each of the nine ESDs who contribute to informing and implementing shared 
statewide initiatives specific to the behavioral health coordinator/navigator work. 
Provide leadership and expertise within the state and regions. Lead regional efforts 
that support and build capacity among educators specific to behavioral health. 

Purpose:

Meetings facilitated by: OSPI



Behavioral Health Coordinator/Navigator 
Contact Information

ESD Name Email

ESD 101 Keara Rypien krypien@esd101.net

ESD 105 Emily Contreras emily.contreras.@esd105.org

ESD 112 Denise Dishongh Denise.Dishongh@esd112.org

ESD 113 Grace Burkhart gburkhart@esd113.org

ESD 114 Ciela Meyer cmeyer@oesd114.org

ESD 121 Lane Krumpos lkrumpos@psesd.org

ESD 123 Edona Tahiraj etahiraj@esd123.org

ESD 171 Shelley Seslar shelleys@ncesd.org

ESD 189 Jodie DesBiens jdesbiens@nwesd.org

ESD 189 Natalie Gustafson ngustafson@nwesd.org

mailto:krypien@esd101.net
mailto:Emily.contreras.@esd105.Org
mailto:Denise.Dishongh@esd112.org
mailto:gburkhart@esd113.org
mailto:cmeyer@oesd114.org
mailto:lkrumpos@psesd.org
mailto:etahiraj@esd123.org
mailto:shelleys@ncesd.org
mailto:jdesbiens@nwesd.org
mailto:ngustafson@nwesd.org


Mental Health Crisis Lines by County
Adams 509-
488-4611
Ferry 1-866-
268-5105
Lincoln 1-888-
380-6823
Okanogan 509-
826-6191 or 1-
866-826-6191
Pend Oreille 1-
866-847-8540
Spokane 509-
838-4428 or 1-
877-678-4428
Stevens 1-888-
380-6823

Spokane 
County BHO 

Asotin 1-888-
475-5665
Benton 1-800-
783-0544
Columbia 1-
866-382-1164
Franklin 1-800-
783-0544
Garfield 1-888-
475-5665
Kittitas 1-800-
572-8122 or 1-
509-925-4168
Klickitat 509-
773-5801 or 1-
800-572-8122
Walla Walla 
509- 524-2999
Whitman 1-
866-871-6385
Yakima 509-
575-4200 or 1-
800-572-8122

Greater 
Columbia 

BHO

Chelan 1-800-
852-2923 or 1-
509-662-7105 
Douglas 509-
662-7105 or 1-
800-852-2923
Grant 509-
662-7105 or 1-
800-852-2923

North 
Central BHO

Clallam 1-360-
452-4500 or 1-
800-843-4793
Jefferson 360-
385-0321 or 1-
877-410-4803
Kitsap 360-
479-3033 or 1-
800-843-4793

Salish BHO
Cowlitz 360-
425-6064
Grays Harbor 
1-800-685-
6556
Lewis County 
1-800-559-
6696
Pacific 1-800-
884-2298
Wahkiakum 1-
800-635-5989

Great Rivers 
BHO

Clark & 
Skamania 1-
800-626-8137

Beacon 
Health 

Options

Island 1-800-
584-3578
San Juan 1-
800-584-3578
Skagit 1-800-
584-3578
Snohomish 1-
800-584-3578
Whatcom 1-
800-584-3578

North 
Sound BHO

1-866-427-
4747

King 
County 

BHO
1-800-576-7764

Optum Health 
Pierce County

Mason 1-800-
270-0041 or 1-
360-754-1338
Thurston 1-
800-270-0041 
or 1-360-754-
1338

Thurston-
Mason BHO

Source: WA DSHS State Mental Health Crisis Lines

131

Teen Link:
1-866-833-6546

Native Youth Crisis 
Hotline: 

1-877-209-1266

Clark County Youth 
Mobile Crisis
360-696-9560

Text HEAL to 741741.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Add your county’s number in your phone and the national lifelineThis is to help establish that there is a place for everyone in suicide prevention.  So share these numbers with your entire school staff, parents/guardians, and community members who serve youth and adults.  In order to achieve comprehensive suicide prevention, we must help build the confidence of all adults that you don’t have to be a clinician to intervene.  

https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/behavioral-health-recovery/mental-health-crisis-lines
https://866teenlink.org/


Behavioral Health Resources
• Youth Suicide Prevention, Intervention, & Postvention | OSPI
• Behavioral Health Supports and Resources
• Resources to Support Student Well-Being & School Safety. 
• SEL Webpage.
• CARE 

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/health-safety/mental-social-behavioral-health/youth-suicide-prevention-intervention-postvention
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/safetycenter/youthsuicide/pubdocs/Behavioral%20Health%20Supports%20and%20Resources%204.21.20.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/resources-support-student-well-being-school-safety
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/health-safety/mental-social-behavioral-health/social-and-emotional-learning-sel
https://learn.ospi.k12.wa.us/


School Counseling & 
School Social Work

Partnerships to Support Students



Introductions

Megan LaPalm
OSPI

Elementary School Counseling
Pronouns: She/Her and  

They/Them

Liz Nelson
School Social Worker

North Thurston Schools
WASSW President
Pronouns: She/Her

Kim Reykdal
OSPI

Secondary School Counseling
Pronouns: She/Her



School Counselors

Three Domains

Academic

Career

Social 
Emotional

Tiered Model of 
Supports

All Students 
• (Universal Prevention & 

Education)

Some Students
• (Targeted Prevention & 

Intervention)

Few Students
• (Individualized Intervention)

Serve

Each and 
Every 

Student



In Context…
All Students 

(Universal Prevention 
& Education)

Know all students on 
caseload

Recognize changes in 
behavior, family situations, 

academics, attendance

‘Hub’ of resources and 
referral connections

Collaborate with ALL school 
staff in service of students

Some Students
(Targeted Prevention 

& Intervention)

Groups for behavioral needs, 
sometimes in collaboration

Resources & Referrals for 
known student & family 

needs

Conferencing with family and 
students

Few Students 
(Individualized 
Intervention)

Collaborative service 
connection, provision – if 

appropriate

Hub for connection between 
mental health, social 

emotional, and academic 
services



Changes due to COVID
Moving universal curriculum and coping resources to classroom 

educators’ platforms – in collaboration, of course!

Electronic connections & referrals to in-school and community-
based resources

Electronic platforms for High School and Beyond Planning

Using electronic tools to assess needs and triage, refer

Zoom groups, if allowed by district policy

Individual meetings by Zoom and phone, if allowed by district 
policy

Photo by Pierre Bam
in

on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@bamin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/changes?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


School Social 
Workers

Are trained mental health professionals

Provide services related to a person’s social, 
emotional, and life adjustment to school and society

Are the link between home, school, and community 
in providing services to students, families, and 

school personnel

Promote and support students’ academic and social 
success

SSWAA.org

https://www.sswaa.org/copy-of-school-social-worker-evalua-1


SSWAA.org

Provide Evidence-Based Education, Behavior, and 
Mental Health Services
• Implement multi-tiered programs and practices
• Monitor progress
• Evaluate service effectiveness

Promote a School Climate and Culture Conducive 
to Student Learning and Teaching Excellence
• Promote effective school policies and administrative 

procedures
• Enhance professional capacity of school personnel
• Facilitate engagement between student, family, school, and 

community

Maximize Access to School-Based and Community-
Based Resources
• Promote a continuum of resources
• Mobilize resources and promote assets
• Provide innovative leadership, interdisciplinary collaboration, 

systems coordination, and professional consultation

https://www.sswaa.org/copy-of-school-social-worker-evalua-1


Changes due to COVID
Providing continuum of services within the school, with 

new flexibility.

Promoting school policies that promote inclusion and 
equity.

Promoting increased staff capacity and collaboration.

Mobilizing new resources  and strengthening 
partnerships with community agencies.

Greater need to facilitate engagement between 
students, families, the school, and community.
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https://unsplash.com/@zekedrone?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/change?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Access
• Every district and school building system is different.
• It’s worth the time to get to know how your schools work and who 

your best contacts will be. Set up meetings to introduce yourself!
• The more that staff know about McKinney-Vento, the more they’ll 

be able to connect students and families to you.
• School Counselors and School Social Workers have unique roles in 

their schools. They serve students differently from other staff and 
will have different perspectives on their needs. This makes them key 
partners in connecting students and families to resources.

• Working together will create the greatest impact!



Resources about  
SCs & SSWs

• Role of School 
Counselor

• Role of School Social 
Worker
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https://www.k12.wa.us/educator-support/education-staff-associate-esa/school-counseling
https://www.k12.wa.us/educator-support/education-staff-associate-esa/school-social-work
https://unsplash.com/@calebchen?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/thank-you?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Supporting Students with 
Career Planning

Presented by Emily Stochel, Emily@anewaop.org



Career/Skills Assessment

Career Test and Review of Relevant Career Paths

Apprenticeship and Job Site Tours

Narrow down options to around 3

Explore ways to become successful in those 
fields and make a 5 year plan

What do you want to do for a career?



What is an Apprenticeship?

• “EARN WHILE YOU LEARN” model

• On-the-job paid training combined with post-secondary education
• About 20% classroom learning, and 80% hands-on learning

• Takes academic and technical courses and applies skills learned on the job

• Mentored and taught by a journey worker, or expert in that field

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okIB65YlwaM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okIB65YlwaM


Types of 
Apprentice-
ships

Construction IT Support Healthcare HVAC Machinists Aerospace

Fire Control or 
Fighter/Medic

Cosmetology Automotive Elevator 
Constructors

Early 
Childhood 
Education

Millwright

See video here: http://www.futuresnw.org/apprenticeships

Types of Apprenticeships (a few of them)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 176 statewide. 85% are construction related.

http://www.futuresnw.org/apprenticeships






Let’s zoom in on a 
couple options…

Spend $26,595 for one year of college classes

Make $45,000 as a starting apprentice, 
with raises every 6 months

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about creating a pro and con list with student for both options. We do not always steer people towards apprenticeship, we want what is best for each student. We encourage them to make whatever choice feels right. We just want to make sure students know their options.



What is Passport to Apprenticeship?

A scholarship available to help remove barriers and provide resources for 
people interested starting their career with hands-on training.

Eligibility Criteria: 

1. 18-20 years old
2. Experienced foster care after age 13, OR homeless currently or within 

the last year
3. High School Diploma or GED
4. Enrolled in a state-recognized apprenticeship or pre-apprenticeship 

program



What can we help with?

• Hygiene

• Phone

• Phone Bill

• Electricity Bill

• Bus Pass

• Gas Cards

• Professional Clothing

• Work Clothing

• Work Tools

• Drivers License 

• Emergency Services (Rent, Utilities, 
Car Repairs, etc.)

• Union Dues and/or Initiation Fees

• Apprenticeship Books and Tuition

*Passport funds are distributed on an as needed basis. 



Passport to ApprenticeshipPassport to College

For people who are 100% 
sure they want to go to 
college. 

Different enrollment process: 
https://www.collegesuccessf
oundation.org/wa/supports-
and-scholarships/passport

Focused on career exploration.

ANEW manages this program. I am 
the contact person for this 
program. The fastest way to get 
enrolled is for students to 
complete the PDF enrollment 
form on our website 
(www.anewaop.org/passport-to-
apprenticeship/) and email to me 
at Emily@anewaop.org. 

Passport to College vs. Passport to Apprenticeship

https://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/wa/supports-and-scholarships/passport
http://www.anewaop.org/passport-to-apprenticeship/
mailto:Emily@anewaop.org


Questions?- Please bring them to our Q&A 
session following these presentations!



Learn More and Follow Us!
www.anewaop.org/passport-to-apprenticeship/

emily@anewaop.org
425-786-6512

Thank you!

@ANEW
@Passport to Careers-Apprenticeships

http://www.anewaop.org/passport-to-apprenticeship/


21st Century Community 
Learning Center Program 

Heidi Schultz, heidi.schultz@k12.wa.us (she, her, hers)
OSPI, Program Supervisor

Kayla Stewart, kayla.stewart@k12.wa.us (she, her, hers)
OSPI, Program Specialist 

mailto:heidi.schultz@k12.wa.us
mailto:kayla.stewart@k12.wa.us


Background 
• The 21stCCLC program is authorized under Title IV B of the 

Federal Every Student Succeed Act (ESSA), and administered by 
the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI). 

• Washington State receives approximately $19 million annually to 
support the creation of community learning centers that provide 
academic enrichment opportunities during non-school hours for 
children, youth, and families who attend high-poverty and low-
performing schools.  

• 21st CCLC programs serve over 15,000 students and more than 
5,000 adults per year.



Goals 
• To establish community learning centers that provide opportunities 

for academic enrichment, particularly students who attend low-
performing schools, to meet the challenging State academic 
standards.

• To offer students a broad array of additional services, programs, and 
activities, such as youth development activities, that align with the 
regular academic program and needs of participating students.

• To offer families of students served by community learning centers 
opportunities for active and meaningful engagement in their 
children’s education, including opportunities for literacy and related 
educational development.

• To offer high quality expanded learning opportunities that lead to 
positive outcomes for participants and meet the proposed purpose 
and requirements for program implementation. 



Grant Eligibility 
• LEA’s, community-based organization, Indian tribe or tribal 

organization, another public or private entity, or a consortium of 
2 or more such agencies, organizations, or entities. 

• A partnership must include a school district(s) or Local 
Education Agency (LEA) with designated high-poverty schools 
that are Part A Title I eligible or serving, and at least one 
community-based external organization. 

• 21st CCLC grant awards are up to five years.
• No grant is less than $100,000, and no grant will exceed 

$500,000. 



Student Characteristics 2018-2019 SY
Students Engaged for Only 1 Year 

(n=20,939)

Students Engaged for Multiple Consecutive Years 

(n=12,548)

Gender (% male) 50% 51%

Race/ethnicity

American Indian/Alaskan Native 2.9% 3.8%

Asian 3.6% 3.1%

Black/African American 6.3% 5.5%

Hispanic/Latino 48.2% 50.6%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 1.1% 0.8%

Multiracial 6.1% 6.4%

White 30.2% 29.2%

Free/reduced price lunch 80.8% 82.7%

English language learner 27.9% 29.4%

Special needs 15.1% 15.4%

Homeless 6.5% 5.9%

Average number of days attended 39.5 55.7





Participation 
• 21st CCLC is invested in providing high quality programs to our 

youth, through a quality improvement process.
• According to our statewide evaluation 21st CCLC programs may 

show a correlation in improved SEL skills, and increased student 
growth in math and reading.

• Most programs consistently adopt policies and practices 
supportive of family engagement by addressing barriers to 
participation and building linkages with family and the 
community.



Access to 21st CCLC Services

• Locate a 21st CCLC program within your district that serves the 
same grade level(s) of the unsheltered student(s).

• Check out our website https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-
funding/grants-grant-management/nita-m-lowey-21st-century-
community-learning-centers-program for more information 
about out-of-school time resources, partners, and grant 
competition info.

• Contact the 21st CCLC program staff at OSPI for further 
information. 

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/nita-m-lowey-21st-century-community-learning-centers-program


Adapted services during COVID-19
• Maximum flexibility
• Decreased some of the programmatic requirements.
• Programs are being creative, delivering meals, making phone 

calls, engaging in virtual programming, mailing activities home, 
and meeting in small groups.

• 21st CCLC staff are meeting monthly with program directors to 
give updates and build community amongst staff. 

• Through a technical assistance provider, youth development 
coaches will be facilitating professional learning community 
meetings with program directors and front line staff members. 



Alternative Learning
2020 McKinney-Vento Autumn Training Event



Common Educational Options



Overview of Online Learning

Online Learning

• Any student, be they publicly enrolled, privately enrolled, 
or home-based, may enroll in an online course.

• An online course is not always 100% online.
• There are currently 23 approved online course providers 

and over 200 approved online school programs.  



Overview of Alternative Learning 
Experience (ALE)

ALE

• Opportunity for public school districts to offer 
learning away from the regular school classroom 
setting or schedule.

• Any Washington State resident student eligible. 
• 322 programs based on 2019-20 ALE Year End Report.



Implementation Examples
Interdisciplinary courses 

•Credit acceleration (per district policy)

Fill in transcript gaps
•Competency-based learning (per district policy)

Individualize learning
•Project-based

Continuity of learning during transitions
•Online courses

Shared enrollment
•Enroll in skill center and ALE program



Considerations

Student 
Residency District Decision Minimizes Time 

at School

Technology Partial 
Credits/Transfers



Navigating Options
• Contact local district office, administrator, and/or counselor
• Online Learning website  
• Multi-district options
• Language is important
• Advocate to expand options



Contact Information
Anissa Sharratt, ALE Program Manager

• Anissa.Sharratt@k12.wa.us
• 360-485-3758
• https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/learning-

alternatives/alternative-learning-experience

Nicole S. González, Online Learning Program Manager
• Nicole.Gonzalez@k12.wa.us
• 360-742-2940
• https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/learning-alternatives/online-

learning

mailto:Anissa.Sharratt@k12.wa.us
mailto:Nicole.Gonzalez@k12.wa.us


Key Guidance Documents

12/14/2020 2

August Bulletin + 

November Bulletin

Attendance & Truancy FAQ

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/bulletinsmemos/bulletins2020/B064-20_%20Emergency_Absence%20Rule_.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/OSPI%20Bulletin%20_%20November%20Absence%20Rule.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/Attendance%20Rules%20FAQ_August%202020.pdf
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Q&A Partner/Resource Panel

 Behavior Navigator : Ann Gray, OSPI

 School Counseling Program/Megan LaPalm, Kim Reykdal, OSPI
Liz Nelson, WASSW

 ANEW: Emily Stochel

 21st Century/Community Learning Center: Heidi Schutz, Kayla Stewart, OSPI

 Alternative Learning Program: Anissa Sharratt, Nicole Gonzalez, OSPI



Resources
● SchoolHouse Connection: 

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/

● Hidden in Plain Sight: 
http://www.americaspromise.org/report/hidden
-plain-sight

● National Center on Homeless 
Education: https://nche.ed.gov

● National Network for Youth:
http://www.nn4youth.org

● DVDs for raising awareness:
vimeo.com/pjulianelle 

● Title I
○ http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/bri

efs/titlei.pdf

○ http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recover
y/guidance/titlei-reform.pdf

○ http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/h
omelesscoord0815.pdf

● Early Childhood
○ http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/expa

nding-early-care-and-education-for-
homeless-children

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/
http://www.americaspromise.org/report/hidden-plain-sight
https://nche.ed.gov/
http://www.nn4youth.org/
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/titlei.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/guidance/titlei-reform.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/homelesscoord0815.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/expanding-early-care-and-education-for-homeless-children
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McKinney-
Vento 
Resources

• The Most Frequently Asked Questions on the Education 
Rights of Children and Youth in Homeless Situations

• Non-Regulatory Guidance: U.S. Department of Education

• National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE): Law and 
Federal Guidance, Webinars, Legislative Updates, Issue Briefs

• SchoolHouse Connection: Webinars, Legislative Updates, 
Q&A, Chapin Hall 

• National Association for the Education of Homeless Children 
and Youth (NAEHCY): Law and Federal Guidance, FAQ, 
National Conference

• Schoolhouse Washington: Building Changes, Data, 
Community Resources

• Commerce Office of Homeless Youth (OHY)

https://naehcy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-10-16_NAEHCY-FAQs.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/homelessed/pubdocs/160240ehcyguidance072716updated0317.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/
http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://naehcy.org/
http://www.schoolhousewa.org/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/homelessness/office-of-youth-homelessness/


Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction is licensed under a Creative Commons 4.0 International License.

Contact Us!

| 12/11/2020 | 178

HomelessEd@k12.wa.us 360-725-6505
OSPI Education of 

Homeless Children and 
Youth website

http://k12.wa.us/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:HomelessEd@k12.wa.us
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/homeless-education


Connect with us!

facebook.com/waospi

twitter.com/waospi youtube.com/waospi

medium.com/waospi linkedin.com/company/waospi

k12.wa.us
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