
 

   

 

Q: Will Extended Foster Care students still receive checks? 

A: Yes. 

 
Q:  Should social workers still enroll highly mobile youth to new schools as they move?  

A: Case-by-case. When a student changes foster care placement, there should be a Best Interest 
Determination to determine school placement. Federal law’s intent is for students to have 
educational stability and to remain in their school of origin, but the team should consider all 
factors (student-centered) to determine the best school placement for the child. If it is 
determined to be in the student’s best interest to enroll in the neighborhood school, the school 
district foster care liaison will facilitate immediate enrollment. Best interest determinations 
should take into account that all districts will be providing remote learning during the COVID-19 
outbreak, and how these educational services will be delivered will vary across the state. In 
addition, some districts may not have procedures in place to accomplish immediate enrollment 
of new students while working remotely. The foster care liaison will connect the new student to 
the services available in that district.  

 
Q: Are social workers still working during the COVID-19 outbreak?  

A: Yes. The best way to reach social workers is via email. For more information related to DCYF 
operations, please visit the DCYF COVID-19 Updates page.  

 
Q: I can’t get ahold of the social worker! What do I do?  

A: Right now, email is the best way to reach out. If you need to talk to a social worker, send 
them an email and arrange a time for a phone call. If you don’t receive a response via email, 
please reach out to your regional Ed Lead for assistance.  

 
Q: What about high school seniors who are concerned about GPA and graduation?  

A: OSPI has provided written guidance related to supporting high school seniors.  

 

Foster Care Liaison Check-In 
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https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/fostercare/pubdocs/fostercareschoolselection_wa.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/fostercare/pubdocs/fostercareschoolselection_wa.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contacts
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contacts
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/fostercare/pubdocs/Foster%20care%20Immediate%20Enrollment_WA%2010-19%20ADA.pdf
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/coronavirus-covid-19/agency-updates
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contacts#RegionalContacts
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/bulletinsmemos/bulletins2020/3_Guidance%20for%20Long-term%20School%20Closures%20as%20of%20March%2020.pdf


 

  

Q: What are our expectations as school district foster care liaisons at this time?  

A: General responsibilities of all foster care liaisons are covered here. As we deal with the 
COVID-19 outbreak, district leadership will determine your day-to-day activities based on the 
needs of your district. Here is a list of activities that some liaisons are doing: 

• Checking in with individual students and foster parents to assess needs 
• Ensuring that each student in foster care is connected to building level staff 
• Providing updates to students and families using a variety of methods: 

o Social media 
o District website 
o Phone/text 
o Email 
o Google Voice – Instructions here 
o Robo calls 

• Assisting with meal delivery and child care 
• Providing information to teachers, counselors, and staff re: resources for students in 

foster care 
• Connecting with Treehouse staff in your region 
• Communicating with the regional DCYF Ed Lead. 
• Providing district staff with information about trauma, foster care and other topics 

relevant to our students 
• Group chats with seniors (names and numbers must be hidden to protect privacy); 

reminding them to check email, sending out articles, links, etc. 
• Ensuring students in foster care have whatever remote learning materials are being 

offered in that district (e.g. packets, books, device, wifi) 
 

Q: How will districts provide special education services? 

A: OSPI has provided in-depth guidance related to special education including a Q&A 
document.  

                          
Q: Where can I find guidance related to school nutrition including federal requirements?  

A: During these school closures, school districts may provide breakfast and lunch to any student, 
regardless of their family income, at the location(s) designated by the district. Each district and 
school have a unique set of circumstances and resources. OSPI is individually assisting districts 
and schools to determine how to best meet community needs. Guidance for school districts is 
available on OSPI’s Meals & Nutrition Guidance webpage.  

 
 
 

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/fostercare/pubdocs/Information%20for%20New%20District%20Foster%20Care%20Liaisons%20-%20Newest.pdf
https://support.google.com/voice/answer/115061?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contacts#RegionalContacts
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/special-education-guidance-covid-19
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/pubdocs/Providing-Services-SWDs-School-Closures-QandA.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/pubdocs/Providing-Services-SWDs-School-Closures-QandA.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/nutrition-meals-guidance
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/nutrition-meals-guidance


 

  

Q: Is there a site with all meal information in one place?  

A: Not at this time. Some communities have consolidated information about meal sites on ESD 
websites, social media, and on other community partner websites. Check locally. 

 
Q: How can we support highly mobile students in foster care who are on the run?  

A: We know how valuable it is for youth to feel connected to school, so fostering those 
connections is important. Make sure that youth have access to meals and the instructional 
services provided by the district. Assess the youth’s needs to determine what additional services 
they need. SchoolHouse Connection has great information about working with unaccompanied 
youth, including this checklist.           

                                       
Q: Are CRC’s extending length of stay beyond 30 days?  

A: Yes. Office of Homeless Youth is waiving length of stay limits until 30 days after the 
governor’s enacted state of emergency is lifted.    

       
Q: We need reasonable who, what, when information that tells families and those of us 
trying to help families what to do.  

A: This is a stressful time as we navigate this unprecedented situation. Each day brings new 
information from the governor’s office, from the health department & CDC, and new guidance 
from OSPI as we all scramble to meet the needs of our communities.  

OSPI has created a Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance & Resources page to guide the 
continuing work of schools. Included on this site is A Parent Guide: Novel Coronavirus (COVID-
19) in K-12 Schools. Other sources of information educators and families should monitor are the:  

• Washington State COVID-19 Information Website 

• Washington State Department of Health (DOH) 

• U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

 
Q: We need resources for remote learning!  

A: OSPI content experts have curated a selection of links to external organizations providing 
high-quality online educational materials—courses, lessons, videos, physical and outdoor activity 
suggestions, etc. Please note that in many cases, these resources are free to use online but are 
not openly licensed for wide scale reuse and adaptation. These resources were carefully chosen 
for their alignment to Washington state K–12 Learning Standards (or a recognized equivalent) 
and/or direct experience with effective implementation with students.  

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/unaccompanied-youth/
https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/xn32q5pw3nie4zvwail6wex8setalkyk
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/COVID-19%20in%20Schools_Parent%20Guide.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/COVID-19%20in%20Schools_Parent%20Guide.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/summary.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fsummary.html
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/resources-continuous-learning-during-school-closures
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID19-and-Homelessness-Checklist.pdf

