
Definitions and Calculations Used to Identify Reward, Priority, Focus, and 
Emerging Schools 

 
The following were used to identify each classification of school. Definitions align with federal 
guidance, and calculations were approved as part of Washington State’s ESEA Flexibility 
Request.  
 
Reward – Title I-participating school at least 1 of 3 years (2009–10, 2010–11, or 2011–12) 

• Highest Performing:  
o Met Adequate Yearly Progress (2009–10, 2010–11) or Annual Measurable 

Objectives (2011–12) in both Reading and Mathematics for 3 years in “all 
students” group and all subgroups;  

o Sufficient N for all 3 years for Low Income subgroup for Reading and 
Mathematics (N is at least 30 for 2009–10 and 2010–11, and N is at least 20 for 
2011–12);  

o At least 50% of students met standard on Reading/Mathematics combined over 
the 3-year period; and  

o No negative trend in Reading or Mathematics achievement over the 3-year period. 
• High-Progress: In top 10% of Title I schools in Reading/Mathematics (combined) for 3 

years. OSPI used 1:1 ratio of achievement to change to create the rank-ordered list of 
schools.  

Note. Schools identified as Reward schools cannot have subgroups in the same performance 
band as schools on lists generated to identify Priority, Focus, or Emerging schools. 

 
Priority – Title I-participating schools and Title I-eligible secondary schools that graduate 
students 

• N is at least 46 schools (at least 5% of total number of Title I schools in Washington 
State) 

• Includes: 
o Continuing Priority schools: 

 27 SIG Schools (i.e., schools receiving federal School Improvement Grants 
[SIGs] over 3 years to implement one of four federal intervention models; the 
goal is to turn around performance, close persistent achievement gaps, and 
substantially improve student learning and outcomes.  

 19 lowest achieving schools from the list of “Persistently Lowest Achieving 
Schools” (PLAs) developed in fall 2011 to satisfy federal requirements in 
Washington State’s School Improvement Grant Application and state statute 
(E2SSB 6696). The 19 schools include 7 high schools with graduation rates 
less than 60% and the 12 lowest achieving schools in Mathematics and 
Reading (combined) over 3 years. 

o Newly Identified Priority schools:  
 The 18 lowest achieving schools in bottom 5% of Title I schools in Reading 

and Mathematics (combined) for 3 years (2009–10, 2010–11, and 2011–12); 
does not include schools already designated as Priority or Focus for 2012–13. 

http://www.ed.gov/esea/flexibility/support-for-states
http://www.ed.gov/esea/flexibility/support-for-states


 One Title I-eligible high school with graduation rates less than 60% for 3 
years (2009–10, 2010–11, and 2011–12 

 
Focus – Title I-participating schools 

• N is at least 92 schools (at least 10% of total number of Title I Schools in Washington 
State) 

• Selected from bottom of ranked list based on subgroup performance for 
Reading/Mathematics (combined) for 3 years and/or for graduation rates for 3 years; 
schools are ranked based on difference between all students meeting standard (100%) and 
the performance of each subgroup. 

• Includes:  
o Continuing Focus schools: 91 schools identified as Focus for 2012–13 based on data 

from 2008–09, 2009–10, and 2010–11.  
o Newly Identified Focus schools: 15 schools from the bottom 10% of the ranked list of 

schools based on subgroup performance for Reading/Mathematics (combined) for 3 
years (2009–10, 2010–11, and 2011-12). These schools are the only schools in the 
bottom 10% of the ranked list that are not already designated as Continuing Priority 
or Continuing Focus schools.  

 
Emerging – Title I-participating schools 

• N is at least 138 schools (next 5% up from the bottom of the Priority list and next 10% 
up from the bottom of the Focus list.) 

• Includes: 
o Continuing Emerging schools: Emerging schools in 2012–13 that were not re-

classified as Priority or Focus schools for 2013–14. 
o Newly Identified Emerging schools: 

 The 28 schools in next 5% of the list used to identify Priority schools and 
schools in the next 10% of the list used to identify Focus schools. These 
newly identified Emerging schools are the only schools in either list that are 
not already designated as Priority, Focus, or Emerging schools. 

 6 Title I-participating high schools with subgroups having graduation rates 
less than 60% over 3 years. 


