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Guidance to School Districts 

Regarding Out-of-District Private Schools and  
Participation in ESEA Title I, Part A and Title IV, Part B Equitable Services 

 
When the Elementary Secondary Education Act (ESEA) was first enacted in the mid-1960s, Congress 
determined that federal education aid should be directed in an equitable way toward helping all children in 
need, regardless of the type of school they attend. For this reason, equitable federal program services are 
available to eligible students, teachers, and families of students who attend private schools.  
 
The Title I, Part A and Title IV, Part B 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) programs have 
additional requirements or program parameters to provide equitable services than other ESEA programs. Title 
I, Part A requires districts to provide equitable services to eligible students outside district boundaries. Title IV, 
Part B program grant awards include grantees that are a single school district, a consortium of districts or a 
community-based organization that serves multiple districts or schools. Eligible students, teachers and families 
of students who attend private schools in these “catchment areas” are entitled to equitable services.  
 
After the Private Participation in Federal Program application closes, the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction will provide districts with a list of private schools, sorted by district, that have chosen to participate 
in Title I, Part A and Title IV, Part B. This list will be the private schools that indicated they may have students 
from the district where the private school resides. District-level federal program directors and Title IV, Part B 
grantee administrators should review the list to identify and contact private schools and districts that may 
have eligible students for equitable services.  
 
Serving Students in Title I, Part A 
Communication with private schools outside a district’s boundaries will vary. Strategies to identify eligible 
students attending out-of-district private schools include:  

• A district may directly contact the out-of-district private school.  
• A district may reach out to neighboring districts where the private schools are located to establish a 

process in which the “home” district works with the private schools to identify eligible students. 
• A district may encourage private schools located within their district boundaries to reach out to other 

districts where eligible private school students may reside. 
 
If a private school has eligible students from more than one district, the districts may pursue an interlocal 
agreement to arrange for one district to provide Title I, Part A services to all eligible private school students. 
Determining who provides the services and how the services are provided is based on mutual agreement 
between the districts and the private school. When a district provides services on behalf of another district, an 
interlocal agreement outlining the period of performance, program requirements including services, funding, 
payments, reporting, and records maintenance is established. Sample interlocal agreements are located at 
http://www.k12.wa.us/ESEA/PrivateSchools.aspx to assist in the process.  
 
Serving Students in Title IV, Part B 
A public district, school, or other public or private organization that receives a Title IV, Part B grant award must 
provide equitable services. In designing a program that meets this requirement, grantees must provide 
comparable opportunities for the participation of both public and private school students in the area served by 
the grant. Grantees must directly contact and consult with private school officials from the “catchment areas” 
of the public participating schools and districts during the design and development of the 21st CCLC program 
on issues such as how the children's needs will be identified, and what services will be offered. 
 
For additional information or questions, please contact Mary Jo Johnson or Julie Chace at 360-725-6100. 
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