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Executive Summary
State law (Revised Code of Washington [RCW] 28A.320.130) requires the Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to annually report to the Legislature the number of
incidents in violation of RCW 9.41.280, which involves the possession of weapons on school
premises, transportation systems, or in areas of facilities while being used exclusively by public
or private schools. There is not a significant change in the data over time with the exception of
a slight increase in handgun incidents, and a more significant increase for the “Firearms and
Other Weapon” category in the 2017–18 school year. The data included in this report are from
the 2017–18 school year.
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Background
The Gun-Free Schools Act (GFSA) was originally enacted on March 31, 1994, as part of the
Goals 2000: Educate America Act (Public Law 103-227). The GFCA was reauthorized on October
20, 1994, as part of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-382), and
again reauthorized as part of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-110). The
GFSA requires each state receiving federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act funds to
have in effect a state law requiring school districts to expel from school for a period of not less
than one year a student who was determined to have brought a weapon to school. The GFSA
also requires that the state’s law allow the chief administering officer of the student’s school
district to modify the expulsion requirement on a case-by-case-basis.
Washington state enacted the Weapons In Schools legislation in 1994 in response to the
federal GFSA requirement. The Weapons In Schools legislation was modified in 1997 to include
“look-alike firearms,” allowing a school district to suspend or expel a student for up to one year
if the student acts with malice as defined under RCW 9A.04.110 and displays an instrument that
appears to be a firearm on public school premises, public school-provided transportation, or in
areas of facilities that are being used exclusively by public schools.
The 2017–18 data were collected by OSPI as required by RCW 28A.320.130.
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Source: Data are collected annually at the district level and reported to OSPI through the
Comprehensive Education Data and Research System (CEDARS).
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Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction is
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License.
Please make sure permission has been received to use all elements of this publication (images, charts, text, etc.) that
are not created by OSPI staff, grantees, or contractors. This permission should be displayed as an attribution
statement in the manner specified by the copyright holder. It should be made clear that the element is one of the
“except where otherwise noted” exceptions to the OSPI open license. For additional information, please visit the OSPI
Interactive Copyright and Licensing Guide.
OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, religion,
color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender
expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or
service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to
the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200.
Download this material in PDF at http://k12.wa.us/LegisGov/Reports.aspx. This material is available in alternative
format upon request. Contact the Resource Center at 888-595-3276, TTY 360-664-3631. Please refer to this
document number for quicker service: 19-0033.
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