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CNS Update: Paid Lunch Equity Requirements for School Year 2017-18 

USDA regulations require all local education agencies (LEA) participating in the NSLP 
to annually review their paid lunch prices to ensure sufficient funds are available for 
meals served to students not eligible for free or reduced-price meals. All LEAs must 
annually complete the PLE tool regardless of paid lunch price and, have each year’s 
tool available for Administrative Reviews.  

A Paid Lunch Equity Reference Sheet and the 2017-18 PLE tool are available on the 
Program Application and Requirements webpage under the Paid Lunch Equity section.  

LEAs with an average paid lunch price less than the difference between the free and 
paid Federal reimbursement rates (currently $2.86) must take one of the following 
actions:  

1. Increase paid lunch prices. 
2. Contribute non-Federal funds to the school food service account. 
3. Increase the paid lunch price by a smaller amount and contribute the remaining 

amount using non-Federal funds. 

LEAs operating Provision 2, Community Eligibility Provision (CEP), or a non-pricing 
program for only some schools, must complete the tool using the paid lunch prices and 
meals served in schools NOT participating in the special claiming option. If participating 
in these special claiming options, district-wide, there is no requirement to complete the 
tool.  

USDA policy memo SP11-2017 Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2017-2018 
Calculations and Tool is not currently available, but should be in the near future. 
The USDA School Meals Policy web page lists all SP memos as they become publicly 
available.  

Please contact your assigned program specialist if you have questions. 
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