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CNS Update: Washington State Legislative Bills passed 2018 - School 

Meal Programs 

 

Two bills related to school meal programs passed during the 2018 legislative 
season.  

 
House Bill 1508   

House Bill 1508 addresses student health and readiness through meal and 
nutrition programs. It amends RCW 28A.150.205 and 28A.235.150 and adds 

new sections to 28A.235.  
 

Beginning school year 2019-20, public schools with 70% or more of the 
enrollment eligible for free or reduced price meals will be required to 

implement a “Breakfast after the Bell” program. Breakfast after the bell 

means a breakfast that is offered to students after the beginning of the 
school day and may include grab-n-go, second chance, and breakfast in the 

classroom. The period of time designated for students to participate in 
Breakfast after the bell may be considered instructional hours if students are 

provided the opportunity to engage in an educational activity.  
 

One-time start-up grants will be provided to those schools required to 
implement a Breakfast after the Bell program. Grant funds are to be used for 

the costs associated with launching a breakfast after the bell program.  
 

House Bill 2610 
House Bill 2610 is cited as the hunger-free students’ bill of rights and 

addresses school meal charge policies. It adds new sections to RCW 28A.235 
and 28A.300.  

 

This bill takes effect for School Year 2018-19. There are many parts of 
the bill that are already current practice such as:  

 Maximizing eligibility for school meals through the meal application 

and direct certification processes. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNTE0Ljg5NzE3MzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDUxNC44OTcxNzMwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDA3MzUzJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y25zLnN1cHBvcnRzdGFmZkBrMTIud2EudXMmdXNlcmlkPWNucy5zdXBwb3J0c3RhZmZAazEyLndhLnVzJnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mbXZpZD0mZXh0cmE9JiYm&&&100&&&http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1508-S.PL.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNTE0Ljg5NzE3MzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDUxNC44OTcxNzMwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDA3MzUzJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y25zLnN1cHBvcnRzdGFmZkBrMTIud2EudXMmdXNlcmlkPWNucy5zdXBwb3J0c3RhZmZAazEyLndhLnVzJnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mbXZpZD0mZXh0cmE9JiYm&&&101&&&http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/2610-S.PL.pdf


 Preventing public identification of students without funds to pay for 
school meals.  

Child Nutrition Services (CNS) encourages you to review both bills. These 

state laws are to be implemented in addition to federal school meal program 
regulations. 

 
We understand many of you have questions and concerns regarding the 

implementation of items included in these bills. Please send those questions 
and concerns to your program specialist.  We are compiling a list of 

frequently asked questions and will provide additional guidance.  


 

OSPI CHILD NUTRITION assists program sponsors in providing nutritious meals each day. Thank 

you for your efforts to operate quality nutrition programs that prepare children for learning and 

promote life-long healthy living. 




Learn more about our programs on the CNS Webpage. 

 

http://k12.wa.us/ChildNutrition/default.aspx

