
 

 

School Meal Programs Updates for the week of 10/14 
• Update: Farm to Schools Census—USDA Needs Your Input! 
• Update: Delivery of USDA Foods During Inclement Weather or Unforeseen School Closures 
• Update: Does Your Kitchen Need Improvements? 
• FYI: WSNA Fall Workshop in Walla Walla Cancelled 
• FYI: Is Your District Looking for an Online Application? 
• FYI: Celebrate National School Lunch Week - This Week! 
• FYI: October 24 is Lights On Afterschool Day! 
• FYI: Looking for Training Opportunities? 
• Highlight: Over 40 School Districts Celebrated Taste WA Day 
• Important Dates to Remember 

 
 

Update: Farm to Schools Census—USDA Needs Your 
Input! 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is conducting a 
comprehensive review of farm to school activities and how you use 
local foods in your school meal programs. 

If you received an email from Abt Associates Inc. requesting 
your participation in the census, we encourage you to take a 
few moments to fill out the survey, regardless of whether or 
not you participate in any Farm to School activities. 

Ten school districts that fill out the USDA Farm to School Census will receive a prize package with 
fun swag. Giveaways include: 

•  Four multi-packs of WSDA Harvest Posters with three sets of 8 crops each to put up in three 
different schools, plus one of the swag packs below! 

• Free giveaways from the Washington Dairy Council  
• Three Washington Potatoes campfire coffee mugs stuffed with a potato peeler, chip clip, 

measuring spoons, basting brush, mini whisk - and for when things get rough, french fry 
stress toy! Donated by the Washington State Potato Commission. 

If you have questions about the survey, please email farmtoschool@abtassoc.com or call 855-452-
5794 or email bianca.smith@k12.wa.us at OSPI. 

 
 

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/business-and-marketing-support/farm-to-school/promotion-and-education-materials/washington-harvest-posters
https://nutrition.eatsmart.org/
https://www.potatoes.com/
mailto:farmtoschool@abtassoc.com
mailto:Bianca.smith@k12.wa.us


Update: Delivery of USDA Foods During Inclement 
Weather or Unforeseen School Closures 

 

Winter weather is upon us! We realize that inclement weather or other 
events may sometimes unexpectedly affect your district's hours of 
operation, staff availability, and access to buildings. 

IMPORTANT! 

Notify your carrier as soon as possible if you need to cancel or change 
your delivery of USDA Foods. Deliveries combine orders from multiple 
districts, loaded in the order they will be delivered. Early notification to 

your carrier allows for adjustments  so other districts may still receive their order. 

If your school or district experiences unexpected closures and your delivery 
cannot be accepted, you must contact our contracted warehouse and 
distribution contractor, Inland Empire Distribution System (IEDS). 
   
Scheduling Contact: Shelly Smith 509-242-4411  

Loading docks/ delivery areas must be clear of snow and ice to allow for safe deliveries. Please work 
with your facilities department to ensure your delivery area is ready. 

Thank you for assisting our carriers that serve you. 

 

Update: Does Your Kitchen Need Improvements? 
The 2019 Legislature appropriated funds for a grant program for physical education and nutrition 
improvements. 

You can apply for grants up to $200,000, and use it for things such as: 

• School gardens 
• Greenhouses 
• Kitchen equipment 
• Kitchen improvements 
• Composting equipment 
• Water conservation equipment 
• Water bottle filling stations 

Submit your application by Thursday, November 7, 2019, at 4pm using the iGrants system. 

Questions? Please email Morgan Powell or call 360-725-6269. 

 
 

mailto:morgan.powell@k12.wa.us


 
FYI: WSNA Fall Workshop in Walla Walla Cancelled 
We are still looking forward to seeing you in Auburn on October 26! 

Register Now! Early-bird rates apply through October 18. 

 
 

FYI: Is Your District Looking for an Online Application? 
A well-designed online application helps to simplify the application process 
for both families and staff. 

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) recently released a guide 
to help you decide what application would be best for you and your 
stakeholders. 

Looking for an Online Application? 

View the CBPP's The Online Applications Guide: A Practical Guide for Selecting an Online Application 
for Free or Reduced-Price School Meals today! 

 
 

FYI: Celebrate National School Lunch Week - This 
Week! 

The National School Lunch Program serves more than 30 million 
children every school day—that’s something to celebrate! National 
School Lunch Week (NSLW) helps you celebrate all the great things 
you do every day, so join in and show off your school lunch 
successes. 

This year’s theme is School Lunch: What's on Your P laylist? 

We look forward to seeing your celebrations! Use #OSPIChildNutrition 
on all your social media posts and join the conversation! 

 
 

 
 

 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eginztwfe0465ee2&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/online-applications-guide
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/online-applications-guide
http://k12.wa.us/ChildNutrition/default.aspx


FYI: October 24 is Lights On Afterschool Day! 
Afterschool programs helps children develop skills, opens up career and post-secondary pathways, 
supports working families, and builds stronger communities. 

Lights On Afterschool Day showcases why your programs are so important! 

Join in on Thursday, October 24 to spread the word about afterschool programs. Here are some 
ideas to help: 

• Host an open hour or community event that highlights the learning opportunities of your 
program; 

• Post to your social media pages; 
• Send an email to parents and other stakeholders asking them to share. 

The Afterschool Alliance has a great Lights On Toolkit for more ideas to help you plan! 

 

FYI: Looking for Training Opportunities? 
Professional Standards help us maintain our knowledge about our programs and support our 
professional growth. But sometimes it can be hard to get those continuing education credits. 

SNA offers Webinar Wednesdays where they share the best presentations from Annual National 
Conference. Trainings coming up include: 

• Redesign Your Serving Line |  October 16 | 11am PT 
• News You Can Use - Recent Updates in USDA Research |  October 23 | 11am PT 
• Simple Solutions for Handling Change | October 30 | 11am PT 
• Connecting the Cafeteria to the Classroom | November 6 | 11am PT 
• Self Awareness: Knowing Yourself to Improve as a Leader | November 13 | 11am PT 

Register Here for any of the trainings listed above. 

These webinars are recorded, and you can receive continuing education credit after completing an 
evaluation and quiz.  

 

Highlight: Over 40 School Districts Celebrated Taste 
WA Day 
This year, 47 school districts and child care institutions signed up as participants in Taste Washington 
Day on October 2nd. OSPI CNS specialists visited a few of these Taste Washington Day events to join 
in on the celebration. We sincerely appreciate all the schools that participated in Taste Washington 

Day. They went above and beyond to serve local, fresh, and tasty meals to students, while educating 
them about local agriculture. 

http://afterschoolalliance.org/loaWhoWhat.cfm
http://afterschoolalliance.org/loaChecklist.cfm
https://www.pathlms.com/sna/events
https://www.pathlms.com/sna/events
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/business-and-marketing-support/farm-to-school/wsda-farm-to-school-program/taste-washington-day/participating-schools-and-farms


 

FFA students in Riverside School District handed out samples of local fruits and vegetables, like 
apples and beets, to Cherry Valley Elementary students during lunch. 

 

Moses Lake School District set up a “Discovery Kitchen” display in their elementary school lunchroom 
and handed out Washington apple slaw samples to students. 



 

Quincy School District served local apples and pears on their salad bar. They also made Asian Stir Fry 
and Asian pizza featuring locally grown onion and green peppers. 

Do you have a Taste WA Day story to share? Email Bianca.smith@k12.wa.us. 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
October 14 - 18 National School Lunch Week - What's on Your Playlist? 

October 15 September Claim Due 

October 24 Lights On Afterschool Day 

October 26 WSNA Fall Workshop - Auburn School District 

October 31 Complete October Building Data Collection 

 

 

  

mailto:bianca.smith@k12.wa.us
https://schoolnutrition.org/meetings/events/nslw/2019/
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