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CACFP Updates - Creditable Foods Guide 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has issued a Crediting Handbook for the Child and 

Adult Care Food Program.  This handbook will not be printed at this time.   New meal patterns will be 

implemented soon in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) and there will be further changes 

to the crediting handbook at that time.  The information provided in this handbook represents USDA 

policy that needs to be implemented.  There is a link to the USDA Crediting Handbook on the OSPI 

CACFP webpage.  The direct link is 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/CACFP_creditinghandbook.pdf.   

There are a small number of differences between the new USDA Crediting Handbook and Washington’s 

Creditable Foods Guide (March 2007 revision).   The handbook includes some additions that reflect the 

wider variety of foods now commonly available in the marketplace.   The USDA Crediting Handbook also 

includes three “Creditable” columns; “Yes”, “Maybe”, and “No.”  In most instances, foods in the 

“Maybe” column require a Child Nutrition (CN) label, a Product Formulation Statement, or a 

documented standardized recipe.  Be sure to read the explanation in the comments section of the 

“Maybe” column to assure you are using a product that is creditable. Foods that now require a CN label 

to be credited include chicken nuggets, luncheon meats, and pepperoni.  When including these foods in 

your menu, be sure to keep a copy of the CN label on file to document that the product you are serving 

is creditable. 

The attached addendum (also posted online) summarizes the changes you need to be the most aware 

of.  Rather than printing the entire USDA Crediting Handbook, adding this seven page addendum would 

provide the information you need for planning reimbursable meals.  This chart is not all-inclusive. 

Please note the following foods are no longer creditable according to the new USDA Crediting 

Handbook:  banana chips, raw sprouts, beef jerky, and canned pressed luncheon meat. 

The Washington Creditable Foods Guide Addendum and the new USDA Crediting Handbook can be 

found at the Meal Patterns and Menu Planning page of the OSPI CNS CACFP web page: 

http://www.k12.wa.us/ChildNutrition/Programs/CACFP/MealPatterns.aspx 
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