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CNS Update: Crediting Coconut, Hominy, Corn Masa, and Corn Flour in the Child 
Nutrition Programs: Updated Memo 

The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) updated the recently released SP 34-2019, CACFP 
15-2019, SFSP 15-2019: Crediting Coconut, Hominy, Corn Masa, and Corn Flour in the 
Child Nutrition Programs. This memo replaces SP 22-2019, CACFP 09-2019, SFSP 2019 and 
allows coconut, hominy, corn masa, corn flour, and cornmeal to credit in Child Nutrition 
Programs.  

Coconut 
Program operators may credit dried coconut in addition to fresh or frozen coconut as a 
fruit. Crediting fresh or frozen coconut will remain based on volume, while dried coconut 
credits as a fruit at twice the volume served. 

Hominy 
Grits specifically labeled as hominy grits or specifying the corn is whole corn, are 
considered whole grain and are creditable. When hominy is offered in a dried, milled form, 
such as grits, it credits toward the grain component and in some instances may be counted 
as a whole grain. Grits labeled simply as grits, stone ground corn or degermed corn are not 
creditable. 

Corn Masa, Corn Flour, and Cornmeal 
Contributions from corn masa, masa harina (corn flour), nixtamalized (treated with lime) 
corn flour, and nixtamalized cornmeal may now be calculated in the same manner as all 
other creditable grain ingredients and foods as listed in Exhibit A: Grain Requirement for 
Child Nutrition Programs, or by grams of creditable grain per portion. However, if any non-
whole corn ingredient in the ingredient is labeled as enriched, or includes nutrients sub-
listed after the corn ingredient in the ingredient statement, then the corn ingredient can 
contribute only to the enriched grain requirement. Corn that is not “whole” or “enriched” 
or is not treated with lime (nixtamalized) does not credit as a grain in the CNP. Please refer 
to the updated memo for crediting details for these grains in the CNP. 

Please view the full memo for more details. 

Interested in Learning More? 
Join USDA for a webinar! The Crediting Popcorn, Hominy, Corn Masa and Masa Harina 
webinar will address revisions to the recently updated memo, and provide crediting 
technical assistance with hands-on practice. 

This webinar will be recorded. 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/crediting-coconut-hominy-corn-masa-and-masa-harina-child-nutrition-programs
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Register Here! 

Date: Wednesday, September 4, 2019  
Time: 11am – 12pm PT 

https://usda-fns.webex.com/usda-fns/onstage/g.php?MTID=e827e9068cc7f91eeb767397512c67501

