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Q & A 

 

Q: How can we tell if required documentation has been received for us to submit a rush request for the 

teacher? 

A: If you know we are to receive documents, such as transcripts, you are able to view the images to see if they 

have been added to the record.  You are also able to add those if we do not have them, but if an application is 

closed, and you add an image you must notify our office to re-open the application. 

 
Q: Is there anything in the works for a depository for years of experience?  This would be centrally located at 
OSPI so that districts would not have to request this information over and over again. 
A: Not at this time. 
 
Q: Is Pro-Teach going away after this 4th session so the only option will be National Boards? 
A: At this time it appears that is will be going away.  We are unsure what, if anything may replace it so stay 
tuned. 
 
Q: Since the Para educator has a certificate, does that count for "State Education License (Certification)" when 
counting teaching experience? 
A: These will be questions that will be worked out as the board develops requirements and the effects are 
included in other program areas such as S275 reporting. 
 
Q: We just hired someone who does not have a Special Ed endorsement to teach life skills.  Do we need to 
submit a waiver and who do we submit it to? 
A: Waiver for special education are through the Special Education Office at OSPI.  
 
Q: Do educators need to have an expiration date on their certificate to apply for renewal with the 100 clock 
hours or 4 PGPs? 
A: Yes they should have reissued first to then apply for the renewal. 
 
Q: I have a retired school counselor that wants to become an emergency sub teacher, his cert is for school 
counselor, can he get an emergency sub teacher cert? 
A: Yes, if you wish to submit the request. 
 
Q: Is there an updated PowerPoint available as we do not have the current slide in our handout? 
A: The full presentation will be posted online within 5 business days of the webinar. 
 
Q: What about a data base for sexual misconduct? 
A: I'm unsure of your question. Educator files with an OPP issue are flagged red in the E-Certification system. 
 
Q: If we think a teacher has everything submitted for their cert and we submit a RUSH request, then we find 
out they were missing something.  After they resolve what was missing, do we need to submit another RUSH 
request? 
A: No, you will not need to submit another request. When the application is re-opened upon receiving the 
required documents, the application will go back into the queue with a rush on it. 



 
Q: Is OSPI getting the National Board information directly from NBPTS or is it self-reporting? 
A: The information is received through the National Board office at OSPI.  
 
Q: Is this also a way to reach out to veterans for classified positions?   
A: Yes.  
 
Q: What subject areas are military pursuing in teaching? Math? Science? Special Education? Those are our 
high needs. 
A: It is a program to assist the veteran to become certified in any area. That can be the shortage areas or any 
other endorsement area.  Since many veterans have math or science backgrounds, it may be in those areas. 
 
Q: How do the educators who failed their ProTeach change their application to put in the 100 clock hours? 
A: They need to go to the ‘Professional Development’ section of their account and log them.  We are 
automatically checking on every renewal for the hours. 
 
Q: With the TPEP requirement, is this every time they do a renewal or only once? 
A: At this time, it will be a requirement for each renewal they complete going forward. 
 
Q: Do you anticipate this taking the place of passing an ETS requirement? 
A: It may be in addition to the ETS requirement or to include ETS.  At this time, until the board is established 
and develops requirements we will not be able to give you this information. 
 
Q: After September 1, 2019, is the STEM requirement for all Residency certificate holders or for just specific 
endorsements that were listed in the July PESB FAQ page?  I have a Residency certificate holder only endorsed 
in Special Education asking if they need to meet the STEM requirement.   
A: It is just for the specific endorsements listed. 
 
Q: What is the email address to request the information you suggested. How do we get a copy of this power 
point? Would also like the dates on the PESB meeting in Spokane. 
A: You can send information requests to cert@k12.wa.us. The PowerPoint is available on the Certification 
webpage Certification Webinars and Presentations. The PESB board meeting dates are September 21-22, 2017.  
 
Q: I understood that one PGP counted for 30 clock hours, but has that now changed to 25 clock hours? 
A: Currently PGPs are still worth 30 clock hours. This will remain in effect for this school year. We anticipate 
the rule changes being reviewed by the PESB to change this to 25 clock hours after this year. As with all 
changes, please check our webpage for new updates on a regular basis. 
 
Q: Do administrators need to complete the STEM requirement or just teachers? 
A: The requirement for STEM is to renew a teaching certificate. However, if you hold both a teacher and 
administrator certificate, or you are serving as an administrator with a teaching certificate, you will need this 
to renew the teacher certificate if endorsed in one of the STEM related areas.  
 
Q: Is Para-educator the new term for Paraprofessional? 
A: Yes 
 
Q: I have teachers that have pending CTE conditional certs. Should I ask for a rush for these? 
A: You may request a rush on these if the educator needs the certificate in order to start in a CTE position 
within the next ten days. 
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Q: Where is this checklist for each certificate?  I've never seen it. 
A: There is not a checklist that you will see in the E-Certification system.  We are just asking that you make 
sure that all requirements have been met before submitting the rush request. 
 
Q: Is this similar to an alternative route program, or are they going back to school for a BA/MA? 
A: It is any traditional or alternative route and may or may not include a degree depending on the veteran's 
background.  The program is to encourage and assist the veteran in pursuing education service once they 
separate military service. 
 
Q: So you view ELL and Bilingual as two different endorsements? 
A: Yes, they are each available as a separate endorsement to be placed on a teacher certificate. 
 
Q: Will the email field accept personal as well as employee email accounts? 
A: If you are asking about the E-Certification profile, then yes, you can have personal email accounts listed 
there if that works better for you. 
 

 


