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Engagement Options for This Session
 This session will be recorded and posted to the 

OSPI Website HERE.
 The link to the slides will be dropped into the 

chat periodically.
 Use the Q & A Screen for the following actions:

• Thumbs up: Yes, I have the same question.
• Comment on an existing question.
• Ask a question.
• Raise your hand.
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https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/monthly-updates-districts-and-schools


Land Acknowledgement 
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We acknowledge the pain and trauma of these past 
months and over 400 years of racism in the United States.

We stand with our communities of color, especially those 
who identify as and/or are categorized as African-

American. We also acknowledge the intersectionality of 
those who identify both as persons of color and 

individuals with disabilities.

We commit to centering our work to dismantle systemic 
racism and disrupt ableist structures.

 



Equity Statement Each student, family, and community possesses strengths and 
cultural knowledge that benefits their peers, educators, and 
schools.
Ensuring educational equity:
• Goes beyond equality; it requires education leaders to examine 

the ways current policies and practices result in disparate 
outcomes for our students of color, students living in poverty, 
students receiving special education and English Learner 
services, students who identify as LGBTQ+, and highly mobile 
student populations.

• Requires education leaders to develop an understanding of 
historical contexts; engage students, families, and community 
representatives as partners in decision-making; and actively 
dismantle systemic barriers, replacing them with policies and 
practices that ensure all students have access to the instruction 
and support they need to succeed in our schools.

5

  



OSPI’s Priorities for Improving
Outcomes for Students with Disabilities

Leadership
Support students with
disabilities (including

increased  collaboration and 
ownership of school 

administrators and staff) and 
coordinated efforts with 

community organizations to 
improve results and reduce  

disproportionality.

Growth 
Mindset

Increased expectations of
students with disabilities

(e.g., standards, instruction,
graduation, assessments, 

attendance, and IEP-related 
decisions, and post-school 

outcomes).

Evidence-Based 
Practices

Instruction and interventions
within an MTSS framework 
and inclusionary practices

leading to increased access 
and progress in Washington 

grade-level learning 
standards.

Professional 
Development

Joint training for general
educators, special 

educators, paraeducators,
administrators, and 

parents/families (e.g., IEP  
team members).

Resource 
Allocation
Braided funding, 

consolidated grant
application, reducing costs

for administrative tasks,
increasing direct support 

to students, and data-
based decision making.

Recruitment
& Retention

Preparation programs for
administrators, general

educators, special educators, 
related service providers, 

and paraeducators focused 
around instruction and 

support for students with
disabilities
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Question Topics Raised by Families:
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 In-Person Learning

Remote Learning

Family Supports

IEP Planning & Advocacy









 

In-Person Learning



School Reopening Decisions

Labor  
and Industries

(Staff)

Department of  
Health  

(Students)

OSPI &
Districts  

(Education)
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Decision Tree 
for Provision
of In-Person 
Learning for
K-12 Students

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf
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https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-
guidance-resources/school-reopening-data

https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/school-reopening-data


 

https://www.washingtonea.org/this-fall/

https://www.washingtonea.org/this-fall/


Remote Learning



    

• Offer individual choice.

• Scaffold supports – and 
level of challenge!

• Build in self-reflection 
practice.

• Model coping 
skills/strategies.

• Customize how 
information is displayed.

• Provide alternatives to 
auditory/visual inputs.

• Support decoding (of 
symbols, too!).

• Activate background 
knowledge.

• Allow different types of 
responses.

• Offer assistive
technologies.

• Design different levels 
of support.

• Practice guided goal 
setting.

http://udlguidelines.cast.org/

http://udlguidelines.cast.org/


  

Sample Template linked here 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Ke_Q4vlhpIeDj2tDwKntGgo_imLrDLwYXmwqs7b-Umc/edit?usp=sharing


When should a student be marked absent 
from remote learning? 

An absence from remote learning is when a student is not participating in 
planned instructional activities on a scheduled remote learning day. Student 
presence or participation may be asynchronous or synchronous.
For the purposes of taking daily attendance, examples of what student 
participation could look like include, but are not limited to:
• Daily logins to learning management systems;
• Daily interactions with educators to acknowledge attendance (including 

messages, emails, phone calls or video chats); or
• Evidence of participation in a task or assignment.

From Attendance & Truancy: Questions & Answers for School Districts

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/Attendance%20Rules%20FAQ_August%202020.pdf


Family Supports



A New Reality…That No One Was Prepared For
• Suddenly being asked to educate our children is hard.

• You are being asked to do someone else’s job.

• We are scared of losing everything we have fought for.

• Asset lens. 



How Much Should We Try To Do?



 



• Learning at home is 
valuable.

• Imbedding children 
into your routine

• Inclusion in the home

• What is important?

     



Dr. Bruce Perry’s Tools To Support Families:

• Structure your day.
• Have family meals
• Limit media. 
• Exercise.
• Reach out.
• Help others.
• Practice good sleep 
hygiene.

• Stay positive and future-
focused. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orwIn02h6V4&t=145s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orwIn02h6V4&t=145s


New/Old COVID-19 Behaviors and Our Kids

• They’re crying and arguing more often.
• They’re falling back into old habits or behaviors.
• They’re sleeping or eating patterns have changed.
• They’re overdoing the screen time.
• They’re clinging to you a lot — even though you may be 

spending a lot more time together.



IEP Planning & Advocacy



Reframing Our Mental Models
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Medical Model Inclusive Model

Disability is a deficiency.

Interventions should focus on normalizing 
the individual and their skills.

Students with disabilities can be included 
when they can keep up with core content.

Interventions are determined by the 
experts and professionals.

Differences are experienced by everyone.

Interventions should help the individual 
interact with and access community.

Learning environments should adapt to all 
types of learners and abilities.

Interventions are focused on and driven by 
the strengths of the individual.

Adapted from: University of Arkansas Disability Resource Center. (n.d.). 
Reframing Disability. https://ualr.edu/disability/reframing-disability/

https://ualr.edu/disability/reframing-disability/


Shifting the view of behavior

• Challenging kids are challenging because they’re lacking the skills to not 
be challenging.

• Students display challenging behaviors when the demands and 
expectations being placed on them outstrip the skills they have to 
respond adaptively.

• When we treat behaviorally challenging kids as if they have a 
developmental delay and apply the same compassion and pretty much 
the same approach we would use with any other learning disability, they 
do a lot better.

From Ross Greene, Lost & Found: Helping Behaviorally Challenging Students

www.livesinthebalance.org

http://www.lives/


Family Engagement and Schools
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 Transparent and engaging evaluation processes that center student and 
family voice and focus on strengths and assets.

 IEP team meetings with shared discussions and decisions supporting 
inclusionary practices (e.g., universal design for learning, 
accommodations, standards-aligned goals).

 Opportunities for families to participate in training for advocacy and 
inclusive practices.

 Changing instruction as a result of training provided to educators, 
principals, and paraeducators.



Special Education Services & School Reopening
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Evaluations and Eligibility

• Teams should monitor progress for all students to support academics and behavior.

• School districts must find and support students with disabilities. This process is 
called child find.

• Teams should talk with families about student needs in school and at home. Teams 
should also discuss needs because of school closures in spring 2020.

• Data for evaluation can include observations and tests completed in person or 
online. Late evaluations should be completed as soon as possible. 

From Summary of Reopening Washington Schools 2020: Special Education Guidance

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/pubdocs/Summary_Reopening_WA_Schools_SpEd_Guidance.pdf


Special Education Services & School Reopening
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Individualized Education Program (IEP) Development

• Students must receive IEP services. The delivery of services can be online, in person, or both.

• If students are grouped for safety, schools should be careful not to further segregate students 
with disabilities. Placement decisions should be made individually based on student need.

• Services can be provided one-on-one, in small groups or in a class.

• All staff can help students with disabilities. Special education staff must design the instruction 
and monitor progress.

• Families can help students learn at home and online. Schools should train and support families 
when needed. 

From Summary of Reopening Washington Schools 2020: Special Education Guidance

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/pubdocs/Summary_Reopening_WA_Schools_SpEd_Guidance.pdf


Inclusionary Practices Project
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Link: Inclusionary Practices Handbook Draft
Contact: rebecca.lynn@k12.wa.us

Inclusionary Practices 
Handbook Sections:

1. Introduction 

2. An Instructional Guide for 
Educators 

3. An Instructional Guide for 
Early Childhood Educators

4. A Family Guide to Inclusion

5. A Leadership Guide for 
Administrators

Complete ✓

January 2021

February 2021

March 2021

April 2021
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https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/specialed/inclusion/Inclusionary%20Practices%20Handbook_DRAFT_10.12.20.pdf
mailto:rebecca.lynn@k12.wa.us


Developing inclusionary habits…
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Are we committed 
to building a 

system that meets 
the needs of all 

students?

Or, are we still 
trying to “add on”

to existing, 
inequitable systems?

How can we move forward, collectively,
with the least dangerous assumptions?
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Copyright Information

Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction is 
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License.

This presentation may contain or reference links to websites operated by third parties. These links are 
provided for your convenience only and do not constitute or imply any affiliation, endorsement, 
sponsorship, approval, verification, or monitoring by OSPI of any product, service or content offered on 
the third-party websites. In no event will OSPI be responsible for the information or content in linked 
third party websites or for your use or inability to use such websites. Please confirm the license status of 
any third-party resources and understand their terms of use before reusing them.
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http://www.k12.wa.us/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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