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CHILDNUTRITIONSERVICES(CNS)PROGRAMSOVERVIEW 

TheOficeofSuperintendentofPublicInstruction(OSPI)administersU.S.DepartmentofAgriculture(USDA)ChildNutrition 
ProgramsincludingtheNationalSchoolLunchProgram (NSLP),SchoolBreakfastProgram (SBP),FreshFruitandVegetable 
Program (FVP),SpecialMilkProgram (SMP),SeamlesSummerOption(SSO),ChildandAdultCareFoodProgram (CACFP), 
SummerFoodServiceProgram (SFSP),andtheFoodDistributionProgram (FDP). 

AlMealsServedBySponsorZipCode 
Daterangefrom September-August 
IncludesAlPrograms 

Meals 
+ 

0 1,500,000©Mapbox©OSM
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CNSPROGRAMS–TRENDSINMEALSSERVED 

OrganizationsthatsponsorChildNutritionProgramsarereimbursedbasedonthenumberofmealstheyserveto 
participantsthroughtheirprogram operations.Reimbursementrates,setannualybyUSDA,arepostedontheCNS 
Claims,FiscalInformationandResourceswebpage. 

TheCOVID-19PandemichadasignificantimpactonChildNutritionPrograms.Overthepastfewyears,theUSDA 
isuedwaiversinresponsetothepandemicwhichimpactedthetypeofprogramsoperated,mealdistribution 
methods,andchildren’sacestomeals. 

Areturntomoretraditionaloperationsstartedprogram year2021–22,thoughtherewerestilseveralwaiversin 
placetohelpprogram operatorsadministertheprogramsthroughthecontinuedpublichealthemergency.The 
graphbelowprovidesanoverviewofmealsservedthroughalChildNutritionPrograms.Detailsandindividual 
program dataareprovidedinthefolowingsections. 

AlMealsServed Supper Lunch 
Daterangefrom September-August Snack Breakfast 
IncludesAlPrograms 

To
ta
lM
ea
ls

 

156.06M153.80M 

150M 141.88M141.20M 

122.45M 

100M 

50M 

0M 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

AlMealsServed 
Daterangeisfrom September-August 
Includesalprograms 

MealType 201819 201920 202021 202122 
Lunch 95.64M 82.38M 60.04M 99.84M 

Breakfast 41.45M 47.26M 53.06M 45.25M 
Snack 14.81M 10.84M 8.75M 9.80M 
Supper 1.90M 1.40M 0.60M 1.17M 
Milk 0.94M 0.42M 0.23M 0.39M 
Total 154.75M 142.30M 122.68M 156.45M 
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CNSPROGRAMS–TRENDSINSITES& SPONSORS 

Whiletherearemanyreasons,includingtheCOVID-19pandemicandthesubsequenteconomicclimate,there 
continuestobeadecreaseinthenumberoforganizationssponsoringChildNutritionPrograms(CNPs).AsCNPs 
havetransitionedtomoretraditionaloperations,thenumberofsitesarestartingtoincrease,thoughhavenot 
returnedtopre-pandemiclevels. 

TotalSponsorsOperatingaChildNutritionProgram 
ProgramsincludeCACFP,NSLP,SBP,SO,SFSP,AfterSchoolSnack,SMP 

2018-19 985 

2019-20 954 

2020-21 866 

2021-22 856 

TotalSitesOperatingaChildNutritionProgram 
ProgramsincludeCACFP,NSLP,SBP,SO,SFSP,AfterSchoolSnack,SMP 

2018-19 5,701 

2019-20 5,469 

2020-21 4,870 

2021-22 4,958 

TotalSites& SponsorsOperatingaCNSProgram 
Daterangeisfrom September-August 

Type 201819 201920 202021 202122 
Sites 5,701 5,469 4,870 4,958 

Sponsor 985 954 866 856 
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CNSPROGRAMS–TRENDSINFISCALSUPPORTS 

Duetothepandemic,ChildNutritionProgram operatorshavereceivedincreasedfiscalsupport.Anincreasebegan 
inprogram year2019–20duetoschoolclosuresresultinginSummerFoodServiceProgram (SFSP)operationsand 
subsequenthighermealreimbursementrates,inadditiontomulti-mealpackservices.Duringprogram year 
2021–22,therewasasignificantincreaseinreimbursementsduetomanyNationalSchoolLunchProgram (NSLP) 
operatorsutlizingwaiverstooperatetheSeamlesSummerOption(SSO)andreceivethehigherSFSP 
reimbursementrate.TheSSOalowedmealstobeservedtoalstudentsatnocosttofamlies 

Inadditiontotheincreaseinmealreimbursement,NSLPandChildandAdultCareFoodProgram (CACFP)sponsors 
receivedfundingforemergencyoperatingcostsprovidedthroughthe2021ConsolidatedAppropriationsAct.This 
fundinghelpedcovercostsincuredduringMarchtoJune2020duetothepublichealthemergency.Fundswere 
madeavailabletosponsorsinSeptember2021. 

AlMealReimbursement 
Daterangeisfrom September-August 
IncludesAlReimbursementFunds(FederalandState)forNSLP,SBP,Snack,SMP, 
FVP,SO,SFSP,ChildCare,AdultCare,FamilyDayCareHomes 

FundSource 201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 
Federal $283.7M $315.2M $335.2M $371.3M $557.3M 
State $6.2M $6.8M $6.7M $6.3M $10.7M 
Total $289.9M $322.0M $341.9M $377.6M $568.0M 

EmergencyOperatingCost 
FundsDistributedsinceMarch1,2020 

FundType Sponsors Total 
CACFPEOC 484 $3.84M 
NSLPEOC 190 $7.39M 

Total 649 $11.23M 

Page 7



 

     
     
        

      
               

              
   

                
                    
           

 

     
     
        

- - - -

l

s
l l

s

l

S

l

S

SCHOOLMEALS–TRENDSINMEALSSERVED 

Theschoolmealprogramspromotethehealthandwel-beingofchildrenbyprovidingnutritiousmealsto 
participatingstudents.Theseprogramscanbeoperatedbypublicandnon-profitprivateschoolsandresidential 
childcareinstitutions(RCCIs). 

Inschoolyear(SY)2021–22,studentsstartedreturningtolearningintheclasroom.TheUSDAalsoextended 
operationalwaiversalowingforschoolmealstobeservedatnocosttoalstudents.Thisresultedinthenumberof 
breakfastsandlunchesservedbypublicschooldistrictstosurpaspre-pandemiclevels. 

SchoolMeals-AlMealsServed 
LunchDaterangefrom September-June 
BreakfastIncludesNSLP,SBP,SO,andSFSPBreakfastandLunch 
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2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

SchoolMeals-AlMealsServed 
Daterangefrom September-June 
IncludesNSLP,SBP,SO,andSFSPBreakfastandLunch 

MealType 201819 201920 202021 202122 
Lunch 78.1M 67.5M 46.0M 85.5M 
Breakfast 30.5M 34.3M 42.1M 36.4M 
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SCHOOLMEALS–TRENDSINSITESANDSPONSORS 

Washingtonstatelawrequirespublicschoolsservinggrades1–4thathave25%ormorestudentsqualifiedforfree 
orreduced-pricelunchtoimplementaschoollunchprogram (RCW 28A.235.160(2).Publicschoolswith40%or 
morestudentsqualifiedforfreeorreduced-pricelunchesarerequiredtoimplementaschoolbreakfastprogram 
(RCW 28A.235.160(3).Withthereturntoin-personlearninginSY2021–22,thenumberofschoolsitesreturnedto 
pre-pandemiclevels. 

PublicTotalSponsorsOperatingaSchoolMealProgram 
PrivateIncludesSponsorsoperatingtheNSLP,SBP,SO,orSFSPinSeptember 

2017-18 

2018-19 

2019-20 

2020-21 

2021-22 

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 

TotalSitesOperatingaSchoolMealProgram 
IncludesSitesoperatingtheNSLP,SBP,SO,orSFSPinSeptember 

2017-18 

2018-19 

2019-20 

2020-21 

2021-22 

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000 2200

TotalSponsorsOperatingaSchoolMealProgram 
IncludesSponsorsoperatingtheNSLP,SBP,SO,orSFSPinSeptember 

Type 201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 
Public Sponsor 317 319 316 318 322 

Sites 2,074 2,097 2,090 1,739 2,098 
Private Sponsor 29 33 30 37 25 

Sites 37 48 39 114 40 
Grand Sponsor 346 352 346 355 347 
Total Sites 2,111 2,145 2,129 1,853 2,138 
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SCHOOLMEALS–TRENDSINREIMBURSEMENTS 
ThechartbelowrepresentsthereimbursementforparticipatingschoolsinSY2021–22.Reimbursementwas 
significantlyhigherduetotheimpactsoftheCOVID-19pandemicascomparedtopreviousyears.Reasonsforthis 
increase: 

AlStudentshadacestomealsatnocostresultinginincreasedparticipation. 

AlMealswerereimbursedattheFederalfreerateincludingasubstantialyhigherreimbursementrate. 

ChangeinFreeMealReimbursementRate 

201920 202122 
$3.43 $4.32 

SchoolMealReimbursement 
Mealsservedbetw enSeptemberandJuneforNSLP,SBP,SO,SFSP 
IncludesAlReimbursementFunds(FederalandState) 

$500M 

$400M 

$300M 

$200M 

$100M 

$0M 

$521.78M 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

$234.51M 

$264.81M 
$281.48M 

$327.27M 

SchoolMealReimbursement 
Mealsservedbetw enSeptemberandJuneforNSLP,SBP,SO,SFSP 
IncludesAlReimbursementFunds(FederalandState) 

201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 
$234.51M $264.81M $281.48M $327.27M $521.78M 
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The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) provides an alternative approach for offering school meals in low-income
areas. The CEP is a meal service option that allows qualifying schools and districts to serve breakfast and lunch at no
cost to all enrolled students. Participation in CEP helps to decrease stigma associated with meal benefits, eliminates
meal charge debt, reduces administrative tasks, and increases participation in school meals. Schools, groups of
schools, or districts must have an Identified Student Percentage (ISP) of 40% or greater to be eligible to participate
in CEP. The ISP is the proportion of “identified students,” out of total enrolled students, who are directly certified for

n

 the
deral,

free school meals through means other than a household application.

COMMUNITY ELIGIBILTY PROVISION

Beginning in school year 2022–23, all schools in Washington state with a
Identified Student Percentage (ISP) of 40% or greater are required to
participate in CEP. The new law also ensures that CEP schools receive the
highest possible per-meal reimbursement with the state supplementing
federal reimbursement so that all meals served are reimbursed at the fe
free rate.

Year
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
58K 120K 151K 197K 544K

Students Attending a School Participating in the CEP
Enrollment data from the CEP application

Year

0K 50K 100K 150K 200K 250K 300K 350K 400K 450K 500K 550K 600K

Total Students

2019
2020
2021
2022
2023

120K
151K

197K
544K

58K

Students Attending a School Participating in the CEP
Enrollment data from the CEP application
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STATEINITIATIVES 
DirectSupport 
Forschoolyear2021–22,theWashingtonStateLegislatureappropriated$11.5milioninsupportofChildNutrition 
Programs.Ofthefundsappropriated,thefolowingwasspentbycategory: 

EliminationofReduced-PriceCo-pays 
TheUSDArequiresastandardco-payforreduced-pricemeals-30centsforbreakfast,40centsforlunch.Normaly, 
schooldistrictswouldcolectthisfeefrom householdsthatparticipateintheChildNutritionprograms.The 
legislatureprovidesfundingforthereduced-pricebreakfastandlunchco-pay,alowingstudentseligiblefor 
reduced-pricemealstoeatschoolmealsatnocost. 

Plant-BasedMealsGrant 

TheWashingtonStateLegislatureprovided$150,000toasistwithoferingstudentsplant-basedmealoptionsfor 
breakfastandlunch.Atotalof17schoolswilreceiveawardsforavarietyofprojectswiththeoveralgoalof 
increasingstudentacestoplant-basedmeals. 

680 
Participating 
Schools 

BreakfastAftertheBel 

TheWashingtonKidsReadytoLearnActof2018requiresschools 
withafreeandreduced-pricepercentageof70%orgreaterto 
implementBreakfastAftertheBel(BAB).Asaresult,389schools 
operatedBABduringthefirstyearofimplementation.Breakfast 
AftertheBelalowsstudentstheopportunitytoeatanutritious 
breakfastafterthestartoftheschoolday,ensuringthattheyare 
readytolearn.SchoolclosuresandremotelearningpausedBAB 
implementation,whichisplannedtoresumeinthe2022–23school 
year. 

BAB NoBAB 

BreakfastAftertheBelModels 

Multiple 269 
GrabandGo 243 
InClasroom 159 

SecondChance 125 
64Other

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 220 240 260 280 

NumberofSites 

BreakfastAftertheBelModels 

Multiple GrabandGo InClasroom SecondChance Other 
269 243 159 125 64 
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MealsforKidsGrants 

Eachyear,ChildNutritionServicesadministersgrantsforstart-upandexpansionofSummerMealProgramsand 
SchoolBreakfastPrograms.FundingisprovidedbytheWashingtonStateLegislature.Forsummer2022,atotalof 
sevencommunity-basedorganizationsandschoolssponsoringtheSummerFoodServiceProgram receivedawards. 
Forschoolyear2021–22,34schoolsreceivedBreakfastMealsforKidsawards. 

SafeSchoolMealsandSummerMealsGrant 

Twograntswereoferedinschoolyear2021–22toasistwithpandemicrelatedmealservicechalengesensuring 
safeandhealthymeals.FederalElementaryandSecondarySchoolEmergencyRelief(ESSER I)fundstotaling$4 
milionwerepasedthroughtheWashingtonStateLegislature.Atotalof241publicschooldistrictsincludingTribal 
Compact,CharterSchools,and34SummerFoodServiceProgramsbenefitedfrom thefunds. 

WSDAFarm toSchoolPurchasingGrant 
In2023

TheLegislatureprovided$5milioninthe2021–23statebudgettomake 
Farm toSchoolgrantsavailabletoschoolsandchildcarecentersforthe 86Sites 
purchaseanduseofWashington-grownfoodsinChildNutrition 
programs.OSPIandWashingtonStateDepartmentofAgriculture(WSDA) wereawarded 
partneredtoadministerthesegrants.Duringstatefiscalyear2022,52 
childcarecenters,schools,andschooldistrictswereawarded $3.6M 
approximately$906,000. tosupportpurchasing 

localfoodInasecondroundofgrants,86childcarecenters,schools,andschool 
districtswereawardedapproximately$3.6milionforstatefiscalyear23. 

FEDERALINITIATIVES 
WashingtonstatehasalsobeenawardedseveralUSDAgrantsandreceivedadditionalfederalpandemic-relief 
funding. 

Team Nutrition–RecipeStandardizationGrant 
Infal2020,WashingtonwasawardedaUSDATeam NutritionTrainingGranttodevelopandstandardizeculturaly 
relevantscratchrecipesfeaturingWashingtonagriculturalproductsforuseintheNSLPandSBP.OSPICNSworked 
withfourdistricts,Belingham PublicSchools,HighlinePublicSchools,LaConnerSchoolDistrict,andOrcasIsland 
SchoolDistrict,todevelopandstandardize16uniquerecipes.Alrecipespasedstudentapprovaltestswithatleast 
an85%aceptancerateandarecurentlybeingservedaspartofreimbursablemeals. 

Team Nutrition–SchoolNutritionProfesionalReadines& RetentionGrant 
OSPICNSreceivedasecondUSDATeam NutritionTrainingGrantinMay2022toexpandthesucesfulChild 
NutritionCooperativeschoolnutritionmentorshipprogram startedatNortheastWashingtonESD101(NEWESD 
101).Thisprojectexpandsthementorshipprogram tofouradditionalESDsacrosthestate,includingCapital 
RegionESD113,ESD123,ESD105,andNorthCentralESD171.Thisprojectwilsupport23districtstoreceive 
one-on-onementorshipfrom experiencedfoodservicedirectors,includingasistancewithmenuplanning,meeting 
program requirements,andasistancewithscratchcookingandculinarytraininginSY2022–23.OSPIplansto 
expandthisprojecttoanadditionalsevendistrictsinSY2023–24. 

LocalFoodsforSchoolsFunds 
Washingtonwasawarded$3.64milioninfundingthroughtheLocalFoodinSchoolsCooperativeAgreementwith 
USDA’sAgriculturalMarketingServices.Withthisfunding,OSPICNShopestoreducebarierssurounding 
centralizedpurchasinganddeliveryofWashingtongrownfoodtoschooldistrictsparticipatingintheNSLP.This 
projectwilprioritizesocialydisadvantagedproducersanddistributorswhoidentifyasand/orsourcefrom socialy 
disadvantagedproducers. 

Page 13



SCHOOL MEALS – FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE ELIGIBILITY
October Building Data
Federal regulations require OSPI Child Nutrition Services to gather October Building Data which is enrollment
information as of the last meal service day in October. Enrollment represents the number of children eligible for free,
reduced-price, or paid meals in the Local Education Agency (LEA) with access to meals in the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP). October Building Data is used for determining area eligibility for other Child Nutrition Programs,
the Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program (FFVP) application, and federal or state equipment grants.

The number of students qualifying for free and reduced-priced meals increased significantly between school years
2020–21 and 2022–23. This is due to the economic impact of COVID and how data from schools participating in the
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is reported. All students in CEP schools receive meals free of charge, therefore
school meal applications are not collected. CEP schools report the number of directly certified students which is then
multiplied by the USDA defined multiplier of 1.6 resulting in an estimate of the total number of students qualifying
for free or reduced-price meals.

Direct Certification
Direct Certification is the process LEAs use to certify categorically eligible children for free or reduced-price meals
without further application. LEAs must perform direct certification at least monthly per state law. Students may be
directly certified for free or reduced-price meals based on participation in Basic Food, Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), certain Medicaid Programs, Head
Start/Even Start, Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP), along with children in Foster Care,
experiencing homelessness, and receiving Migrant Education Program Services.

Eligibility Type 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23
Direct Certification 364,981 355,000 323,408 370,405

Free 404,604 411,371 423,355 521,806
Reduced 77,339 67,617 67,414 32,822
Paid 631,982 566,562 558,051 513,108

Total Enrollment 1,113,925 1,045,550 1,048,820 1,067,736
Free or Reduced % 43% 46% 47% 52%

Total Free or Reduced 481,943 478,988 490,769 554,628

Students Who Qualify for Free or Reduced-Price Meals
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PANDEMICEBT 
ThePandemic–EBT(P-EBT)program helpedprovidefoodbenefitstoWashington’schildrenwhohadlimitedaces 
toonsitemealsattheirschoolordaycareduetotheCOVID–19pandemic.P-EBTwasdistributedbytheDepartment 
ofSocialandHealthServicesincolaborationwithOSPIChildNutritionServices. 

FederaladministrationoftheP-EBTchangedeachyearandWashingtonstatereceivedapprovaltoprovideP-EBT 
benefitsduringSY2019–20through2020–21aswelasinsummer2021and2022. 

ForSY2021–22,WashingtonreceivedapprovaltooferchildcareandSummerP-EBTbenefits.Eachprogram 
provideddiferentbenefitsasfolows: 

ForchildcareP-EBT,aneligiblechildundertheageofsixreceived 
$43foreachmonththeywereactiveonSNAPfrom September 
2021throughJune2022. P-EBThasprovidedover 
ForSummerP-EBT,eligiblechildrenundertheageofsixandschool 650Kstudents 
agechildrenreceivedastandard$391benefitcoveringa 

withdesignatedperiodinsummerbetweenJulyandAugust2022. 

$910M 
Duetothisadditionalsupport,famlieswerenotacesingChild infoodbenefits 
NutritionProgram mealsasfrequently,leadingtoareducednumber 
ofmealsservedduringthesummermonthsthaninpreviousyears. 

SPECIALMILKPROGRAM 
TheSpecialMilkProgram (SMP)wasestablishedtooferfluidmilkinsetingswherestudentsdonothaveacestoother 
ChildNutritionPrograms.TheSMPprovidesreimbursementformilkservedtochildreninschools,childcareinstitutions, 
andsummercamps.ParticipationinSMPwasgreatlyimpactedbytheCOVID-19pandemicwhenmanyprivateschoolsand 
campspausedtheprogram.Itisanticipatedthatthenumberofparticipatingsponsorsandnumberofpintsservedwil 
continuetoincreaseinSY2022–23. 

SpecialMilkProgram -MilkHalfPintsServed 

201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 
941.10K 944.98K 418.03K 233.13K 393.06K 

FRESHFRUITANDVEGETABLEPROGRAM 
TheFreshFruitandVegetableProgram (FVP)wasestablishedtoincreaseacestofreshproduceforstudentsatlower 
incomeelementaryschools.Enroledstudentsinqualifyingschoolsareoferedfreefruitsandvegetablesduringtheschool 
dayoutsideofnormalmealtimesatleasttwiceperweek.Studentscantastenewitemsalongsidepeersinalow-risk 
environment,developtheirpalate,andincreasetheiroveralproduceconsumption.Participatingschoolsmustofermeanin. 

AFTERSCHOOLSNACK 
TheNSLPAfterschoolSnackProgram (ASP)providesanafternoonsnacktochildrenthatatendasupervised,educationalor 
enrichmentactivitysponsoredbyaparticipatingLocalEducationAgency(LEA)afterschoolhours.Withstudentsprimarily 
returningtolearningintheirclasroomsinSY2021–22,ASPparticipationwasalsoimpactedbytheCOVID-19pandemic. 

AfterSchoolSnackProgram -SnacksServed 

201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 
1.69M 1.49M 0.88M 0.13M 0.78M 
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CHILDANDADULTCAREFOODPROGRAM –TRENDSIN 
MEALSSERVED 

TheChildandAdultCareFoodProgram (CACFP)isafederalyfundedprogram thatprovidesmealreimbursement 
fundsforeligibleparticipantsinfamilydaycarehomes,childcarecenters,afterschoolcarefaclities,emergency 
shelters,andnon-residentialadultcarecenters.ThegoaloftheCACFPistoimproveandmaintainthehealthand 
nutritionstatusofparticipantsincare,whilepromotingthedevelopmentofgoodeatinghabits. 

CACFPMeals& SnacksServed 
Supper LunchDaterangefrom September-August 
Snack BreakfastProgramsincludeChildCare,FamilyDayCareHomes,AdultCare 
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CACFPMeals& SnacksServed 
Daterangefrom September-August 
ProgramsincludeChildCare,FamilyDayCareHomes,AdultCare 

MealType 201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 
Supper 1.90M 1.88M 1.37M 0.56M 1.16M 
Snack 12.52M 13.09M 9.81M 8.41M 8.86M 
Lunch 9.69M 10.18M 7.64M 7.26M 6.83M 
Breakfast 7.78M 8.15M 6.01M 5.41M 5.57M 
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CHILDCARE–TRENDSINMEALSSERVED 
TheAt-RiskAfterschoolmealscomponentoftheCACFPofersmealreimbursementtoschoolsand 
community-basedorganizationsthatserveamealand/orsnacktochildrenandyouthinareaeligiblelocations.To 
beareaeligible,thesitemustbelocatedintheatendanceareaofaschoolwhereatleast50%oftheenroled 
childrenareeligibleforfreeorreduced-pricemeals.At-Riskprogramsmustofereducationaland/orenrichment 
activities. 

Withschoolsreturningtoin-personlearning,schooldistrictsandcommunity-basedorganizationswhooperatethe 
At-RiskcomponentofCACFPsawthenumbersofparticipantsandmealsservedbegintoreturntopre-pandemic 
levels. 

At-RiskChildCareMeals&SnacksServed 
RegularMealDaterangefrom September-August 

ProgramsincludeChildCare 
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ChildCareMeals&SnacksServed 
Daterangefrom September-August 
ProgramsincludeChildCare 

Claim Component 201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 
At-Risk 2.25M 2.47M 1.80M 0.62M 1.53M 
RegularMeal 22.77M 24.12M 17.56M 15.60M 16.03M 
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CHILDANDADULTCAREFOODPROGRAM –TRENDSIN 
SITESANDSPONSORS 

Program operatorshavefacedlargeamountsofturnoverinchildandadultcarestafingastheyresumedtraditional 
services.Childcaresponsorshaveneededtocloseclasroomsduetostafingshortagesresultinginlower 
enrolmentorsiteclosures.CACFPsponsorsofunafliatedprogramshaveindicatedthatprovidersareclosingin 
homechildcareprogramsaswel,resultinginlowernumbersofsponsorsandsites. 

UnrenewedCACFPagreementshavebeencounteredbyaninfluxofnewsponsorsjoiningtheprogram,while 
curentsponsorshavebeenlookingatnewwaystoexpandtheirCACFPoperations.Withthisconsidered,the 
numberofsponsorsandsitesparticipatinginCACFPcontinuetobesignificantlylowerthanpre-pandemiclevels. 

TotalSponsorsOperatingaCACFPProgram 
IncludesSponsorsoperatingChildCare,FamilyDayCareHomes,AdultCare 

2018-19 

2019-20 

2020-21 

2021-22 

620 

612 

508 

513 

TotalSitesOperatingaCACFPProgram 
IncludesSitesoperatingChildCare,FamilyDayCareHomes,AdultCare 

2018-19 

2,401 

3,111 

2019-20 3,027 

2020-21 

2021-22 2,618 

TotalSitesOperatingaCACFPProgram 
IncludesChildCare,FamilyDayCareHomes,AdultCare 

Type 201819 201920 202021 202122 
Sites 3,111 3,027 2,401 2,618 
Sponsor 620 612 508 513 
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CHILDANDADULTCAREFOODPROGRAM –TRENDSIN 
REIMBURSEMENT 

AsaresultoftheCOVID-19pandemicCACFPoperatorshavefacedlargeamountsofturnoverinchildandadultcare 
stafing.ThishasresultedinanumberofCACFPoperatorschoosingtotemporarilyorpermanentlypausetheir 
CACFPmealserviceduetotheinablitytomeetoperationalrequirements. 

ThechartbelowrepresentsthereimbursementforCACFPoperators.Therehasbeenaslightincreasein 
reimbursementasprogramsreturntomoretraditionaloperations. 

CACFPMealReimbursements 
Daterangefrom September-August 
IncludesAlReimbursementFunds(FederalandState) 

201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 
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$46.18M $48.26M $37.14M $32.12M $35.96M 
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SUMMERMEALS–TRENDSINMEALSSERVED 

TheSummerFoodServiceProgram (SFSP)providesmealstochildrenduringsummerwhenschoolisnotinsesion, 
typicalyattheendofMaythroughAugust.Programsoperateinareaswhere50%ormoreofthechildrenarein 
householdsatorbelow185%ofthefederalpovertylevelandfeedchildrenaged18andyounger.Sponsorsmay 
serveamaximum oftwomealtypesperday,exceptforcampsandmigrantsites,whichcanserveuptothreemeal 
typesperday. 

Summer2022wasthefirstyearsincethepandemicthatSFSPoperatorsservedmealswithintraditionalProgram 
requirements.WhileUSDAoperationalwaiverswereavailable,theywereonlytobeusedfortheextentandduration 
necesaryandwereputinplacetosupportareturntonormaloperation.TheshiftbacktonormalSFSPoperational 
requirements,combinedwithcontinuedstafingshortages,foodstorageavailablityandsupplyshortagesresulted 
inareducednumberofmealsservedcomparedtotheprevioustwosummers. 

JulySummerMeals& SnacksServed Supper Lunch 
Programsinclude SOandSFSP Snack Breakfast 

4.11M 
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4M 

3M 2.79M 

2M 

1.12M 1.11M 

1M 0.85M 

0M 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

JulySummerMeals& SnacksServed 
Programsinclude SOandSFSP 

MealType 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
Supper 0.01M 0.01M 0.00M 0.00M 0.01M 
Snack 0.11M 0.12M 0.05M 0.06M 0.07M 
Lunch 0.71M 0.72M 2.08M 1.45M 0.57M 
Breakfast 0.29M 0.26M 1.97M 1.28M 0.22M 
GrandTotal 1.12M 1.11M 4.11M 2.79M 0.85M 
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SUMMERMEALS–TRENDSINSITESANDSPONSORS 
DuetothetimingoftheUSDAWaiversextension,SFSPsponsorsplannedtheirsitesacordingtoareaeligiblity 
requirements,whichresultedinfewerSFSPsitesoperatingtheprogram thantheprevioustwosummers.Although 
theUSDAAreaEligiblityWaiverwasultimatelyextendedinJuly2022,manysponsorshadalreadytrainedstafand 
beganoperating.Formany,addingsiteswouldhavebeenasignificantchalenge. 

TotalSponsorsOperatingaSummerProgram 
IncludesSponsorsoperatingtheSFSPor SOinJuly. 
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2018-1

2019-2

2020-2

2021-2

176 

182 

222 

177 

TotalSitesOperatingtheSFSPorSSO 
IncludesSitesOperatingtheSFSPor SOinJuly 

2018-19 915 

2019-20 8 

2020-21 

86 

1,046 

2021-22 805 

TotalSitesOperatingtheSFSPorSSO 
IncludesSitesOperatingtheSFSPor SOinJuly 

Type 2019 2020 2021 2022 
Sites 915 868 1,046 805 
Sponsor 176 182 222 177 

SUMMERMEALS–TRENDSINREIMBURSEMENT 
WithareturntotraditionalSFSPrequirements,fewersitesoperatedSFSPandlesmealswereservedoveral.This 
resultedinaloweroveralreimbursementforSFSPmealsservedinsummer2022. 

SummerMealReimbursements-July 
Includes SOandSFSPMeals&Snacks 

$15M 

$10M 

$5M 

$0M 

$13.19M 

$9.44M 

$3.63M $3.60M $3.24M 

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

SummerMealReimbursements-July 
Includes SOandSFSPMeals&Snacks 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
$3.63M $3.60M $13.19M $9.44M $3.24M 
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FOODDISTRIBUTIONPROGRAM 
Schooldistricts,privateschools,andresidentialchildcareinstitutionsthatparticipateintheNationalSchoolLunch 
Program (NSLP)areeligibletoreceivefoodpurchasedbyUSDA.TheOSPIChildNutritionServicesFoodDistribution 
Program coordinatesthedelivery,storage,andcontractingofUSDAFoods. 

EntitlementAlocation 
TheUSDAFoodsProgram providesfoodssuchasfruitsandvegetables,poultry,eggs,othermeatitems,nuts,grains, 
oils,andcheese.NSLPsponsorsreceiveanentitlementof$0.37perTotalLunchesServedduringthepreviousschool 
year. 

TypesofFood 
USDADirectFoods-ProductspurchasedbyUSDAfordeliverytoschools.Thisincludesunprocesedandminimaly 
procesedproducts,aswelas“value-added”items. 

WashingtonStateUSDAFoodsProcesing–OSPICNSmaydivertbulkUSDAFoodstocommercialfood 
procesorswhowilconverttheUSDAFoodsintocost-efectiveready-to-use/finishedendproducts. 

USDAFoodsProcesing-SponsorsmaydivertbulkUSDAFoodstocommercialfoodprocesorswhowil 
converttheUSDAFoodsintoready-to-use/finishedendproducts. 

DoDFreshFruitandVegetableProgram -AlowssponsorstouseUSDAFoodsentitlementdolarstobuyfresh, 
U.S.grownproduce.Theprogram isoperatedbytheDefenseLogisticsAgency(DLA)attheDepartmentof 
Defense. 

ValueofUSDAFoodsDistributedinWashington 

201718 201819 201920 202021 202122 202223 
$30.40M $29.02M $30.85M $32.21M $36.98M $43.79M 
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USDANONDISCRIMINATIONSTATEMENT 
InacordancewithfederalcivilrightslawandU.S.DepartmentofAgriculture(USDA)civilrightsregulationsand 
policies,thisinstitutionisprohibitedfrom discriminatingonthebasisofrace,color,nationalorigin,sex(including 
genderidentityandsexualorientation),disablity,age,orreprisalorretaliationforpriorcivilrightsactivity. 
Program informationmaybemadeavailableinlanguagesotherthanEnglish.Personswithdisablitieswhorequire 
alternativemeansofcommunicationtoobtainprogram information(e.g.,Braile,largeprint,audiotape,American 
SignLanguage),shouldcontacttheresponsiblestateorlocalagencythatadministerstheprogram orUSDA’s 
TARGETCenterat(202)720-2600(voiceandTTY)orcontactUSDAthroughtheFederalRelayServiceat(800) 
877-8339. 

Tofileaprogram discriminationcomplaint,aComplainantshouldcompleteaForm AD-3027,USDAProgram 
DiscriminationComplaintForm whichcanbeobtainedonlineat: 
www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, 
from anyUSDAofice,bycaling(866)632-9992,orbywritingaleteraddresedtoUSDA.Theletermustcontain 
thecomplainant’sname,addres,telephonenumber,andawritendescriptionofthealegeddiscriminatoryaction 
insuficientdetailtoinform theAsistantSecretaryforCivilRights(ASCR)aboutthenatureanddateofanaleged 
civilrightsviolation.ThecompletedAD-3027form orletermustbesubmitedtoUSDAby: 

mail: 
U.S.DepartmentofAgriculture 
OficeoftheAsistantSecretaryforCivilRights 
1400IndependenceAvenue,SW 
Washington,D.C.20250-9410;or 

fax: 
(833)256-1665or(202)690-7442;or 

email: 
Program.Intake@usda.gov 

Thisinstitutionisanequalopportunityprovider. 
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LEGAL NOTICE 

Alternate material licenses with different levels of user permission are clearly indicated next to the specific 
content in the materials.  

This resource may contain links to websites operated by third parties. These links are provided for your 
convenience only and do not constitute or imply any endorsement or monitoring by OSPI.  

If this work is adapted, note the substantive changes and re-title, removing any Washington Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction logos. Provide the following attribution:  

This resource was adapted from original materials provided by the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. Original materials may be accessed at https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/child-nutrition. 

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, 
religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of 
a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 
Olympia, WA 98504-7200. 

Download this material in PDF at https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/child-nutrition 
(http://www.k12.wa.us/). This material is available in alternative format upon request. Contact the Resource 
Center at 888-595-3276, TTY 360-664-3631. Please refer to this document number for quicker service: 23-0023 

Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Washington Office of Superintendent 
of Public Instruction is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License. All 
logos and trademarks are property of their respective owners. Sections used under 
fair use doctrine (17 U.S.C. § 107) are marked. 
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Chris Reykdal | State Superintendent 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Old Capitol Building | P.O. Box 47200 
Olympia, WA 98504-7200 

All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, 
careers, and civic engagement. 
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