ldentification of Children and
Youths Experiencing
Homelessness

Recognizing Common Signs of Homelessness
McKinney-Vento Education of Homeless Children and Youth
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Who Is Homeless?

Section 725 of the federal McKinney-

Vento Act—

The term “homeless children and

youth”—

(A) Means individuals who lack a
fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence...; and

Washington Office of Superintendent of

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION



Who is Homeless?
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Who is Homeless?
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Who is Homeless?

(iv) Migratory children who qualify
as homeless for the purposes of this
subtitle because the children are
living in circumstances described in
clauses (i) through (iii).
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The McKinney-Vento Act
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The McKinney-Vento Act
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The McKinney-Vento Act
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.142

Strategies for Identification
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Strategies for ldentification

Post the educational rights of
homeless children and youth in
all schools and throughout the
community.

Update school websites to
include forms and information
for families experiencing
homelessness.

Provide easy-to-access
information for children, youth
and families in all school
buildings regarding the rights
of students who are
experiencing homelessness.
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Strategies for ldentification Continued

Active identification of children and
youth experiencing homelessness,
including the identification of
unaccompanied youth, preschool
students and other early learners, is
critical for school success.
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Districts cannot rely on self-
disclosure when identifying children
and youth experiencing
homelessness




Common Signs of Homelessness

Adapted from the lllinois and Pennsylvania Departments of Education and the National
Center for Homeless Education
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Common Signs of Homelessness

Every student, housed or homeless, is a
unique individual; each with their own
story.

Individual students may differ significantly
from the following genral characteristics.

Mam"students show no outward signs of
their housing situation, which makes active
identification by district so important.
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Lack of Continuity in Education

Attendance at many = -
g different schools E Lack of records [e:] [nability to pay fees

Poor organizational

rom Gaps in skill Qj Mistaken diagnosis
of abilities mmm  kills

development
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Poor Health and Nutrition
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Attendance Problems
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Poor Hygiene
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Lack of Personal Space After School

Consistent lack of

A .
%y  Ppreparation for
school

/’ Lack of basic school
supplies
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L i

Incomplete/missing ‘ﬁ
homework

Loss of books and m
other supplies

Unable to complete
special projects

Concern for safety of
belongings



Social and Behavioral Concerns
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Reaction of Parent, Guardian or Child

4 N\
Anger or Mention staying
embarrassment with friends, Statements, such
when asked about relatives, motel, as:
address etc.
J (G J (G | J
I I
4 N\ 4 N\
{4 V4 0
. 7 : We’ve just
We’ve been We’re going J ,
. moved, | can’t
moving around a through a rough
P ., remember my new
lot. time. )
address.
g 4 g 4
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“We’re staying
with relatives until
we get settled.”




Awareness
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If You See Signs...
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http://www.k12.wa.us/HomelessEd/ContactList.aspx

Quick Answers!
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http://www.k12.wa.us/HomelessEd/pubdocs/School-Staff-Resource.pdf
https://naehcy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-10-16_NAEHCY-FAQs.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/liaisons.pdf

Resources
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http://www.serve.org/nche
http://www.k12.wa.us/homelessed/default.aspx
http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/
http://www.naehcy.org/

Resources
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mailto:melinda.dyer@k12.wa.us
mailto:HomelessEd@k12.wa.us

Washington Office of Superintendent of
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Connect with us!



https://linkedin.com/company/waospi
https://medium.com/waospi
https://twitter.com/waospi
https://youtube.com/waospi
https://facebook.com/waospi
https://k12.wa.us
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