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Teaching About the Nisqually Tribe
A Timeline of the School Year

Before Settlers 
Essay

Fall

Treaty Time
Essay

Winter

Billy Frank, Jr.
Civics, Math and 

Science

March

The Drum Project
Story, Art, Music, 

Language

April/June



The Nisqually Tribe
Before Settlers: an essay

 Students write a 5 paragraph essay, using 2-3 sources, about how the 
Nisqually Tribe lived before settlers came to our area.



Text Sources

Article “Before the White Man 
Came” by Cecelia Carpenter

Found on the Washington State 
History Museum website

www.washingtonhistory.org

The Washington Adventure-
current district Social Studies 

textbook for fourth grade

The People of Cascadia by 
Heidi Bohan

www.peopleofcascadia.co
m



Additional Sources and Activities

The Nisqually Tribe Website
www.nisqually-nsn.gov

People of Cascadia 
Cedar Plank House Kit

A Nisqually Legend

A Coastal Salish 
Legend

Vi Hilbert 
Lushootseed CD

http://www.nisqually-nsn.gov


Planning and Writing the Essay



Before the Whiteman Came article by Cecelia Carpenter
The Treaty Trail lessons by The Washington State Historical Society

Washington State History Museum

https://www.washingtonhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/NativeLifeBeforeTreatiesLP.pdf

The Nisqually  Tribe
www.nisqually-nsn.gov

The People of Cascadia (book and cedar plank house kit) by Heidi Bohan
www.peopleofcascadia.com

Indian Legends of the Pacific Northwest by Ella E. Clark

Salmon Boy: A Legend of the Sechelt People by Donna Joe

Kwiat Syaya: Vi Hilbert Lushootseed Stories and Songs CD

Resources



Questions?




