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Is there a link between Family-
School Partnerships and Student
Achievement?




A New Wave Of Evidence:

e The Impact of School, Family

and Community
Connections on Student

Achievement

A New Wave of Evidence

The Impact of School, Family, and Community
Connections on Student Achievement
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Overall Finding:

e Home-School Partnerships:

There is a positive and convincing
relationship between tamily
Involvement and benefits for
students, including improved
academic achievement. This
relationship holds across families of
all economic, racial/ethnic, and
educational backgrounds and for
sfudents at all ages.




-t .
PO
''''

Fee \Vhen parents and school staff work
g together to support learning, students:

e Earn higher grades and test scores

e Enroll in higher level programs

e Are promoted more and earn more
credits

e Adapt better to school and attend
more regularly

e Have better social skills and behavior

B . Graduate and go on to higher
' education



§¢ The Family Involvement
g= Network of Educators (FINE)

o www.gse.harvard.edu/hfrp/projects/
fine.html



What I1s a Family-School
Partnership Supposed to Look
Like?
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Family/School Partnerships
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Fortress School (Below Basic)

‘Parents don’t “Parents don
about their c hlocapfergnges, o

education, and they matter what =

are the main reason * Principal picks a

the kid's are f”@'ilqu]pnoé” |

cooperative

to help out
e “We’ ' re teach
socli al wor ke
e “Curricul um

standards are too
advanced for these
parent s’




Come-if-we-call School

(Basic)

e Parents are told  Workshops are
what students will planned by staff
be learning at the « Families can visit
fall open house school on report

card pickup day
 Parents call the

office to get

teacher-recorded

messages about
homework




Open-Door School (Proficient)

Parent-teacher
conferences are held
twice a year

There 1 s an *
Team” for f an
engagement
School holds

curriculum night
three or four times a
year

Parents raise issues
at PTA meetings or
see the principal

Multicultural nights
are held once a year



Partnership School (Advanced)

Home visits are
made to every new
family

o All family activities

connect to what
students are learning

There is a clear,
open process for
resolving problems

Parents and teachers
research issues
together

Families are actively
Involved in decision-
making



What Core Beliefs are Essential
to Build Partnerships between
Families and Schools?




Core Belief One

V All parents have dreams for their children and want the
best for them

oél Dbeli eve that all parent s
role that schools will play in the life chances of their
children. They all harbor a large wish list of dreams and
aspirations for their youngsters. All families care deeply

about their childrendos eduoc
progeny will be happier, more productive, and more
successf ul than they have [

(Lightfoot, 2003)



Core Belief Two

V All parents have the capacity to support
their children's learning.




HooverDempsey and Sandler: Three Constructs
t hat I nfluence PBarent so

V How parents develop their job description as
a parent (their or ol

V How confident parents feel about their ability
to help their chil dr

V Whether parents feel inviteeboth by their
chil dren and school
Il nvitationo) .



Core Belief Three

V Parents and school staff should be equal
partners.




Core Belief Four

V The responsibility for building
partnerships between school and home
rests primarily with school staff, especially
school leaders.




What Do We Know about How to
Cultivate and Sustain
Partnerships?




The Joining Process*

e Welcoming

 Honoring

e Connecting

* Mapp, K.L. 2003. Having their say: Parents descri
learning. School Community Journal, Volume



Welcoming

e Families are made 1o feel
at home, comfortable,
and a part of the schc
community.



Honoring

e Family memlbers are
respected, validated and
affirmed for any type of
Involvement or contrib
they make.
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Connecting

e School staff and families put
children at the center and
connect on education issues of
common interest designed tc
Improve educational
opportunities for the chi




