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BULLETIN NO. 068-07 Curriculum and Instruction
TO: 

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents
Elementary School Principals

Curriculum Directors

Assessment Directors

FROM

Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE: 

Second Grade Reading Assessment
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this bulletin is to remind all Washington State school district personnel of the requirements for assessment defined in the Second Grade Reading Assessment Law (originally authorized in 1998) and to inform all Washington State school district personnel that the Washington State Legislature has provided continued funding to assist districts and schools with implementation of the law. 
BACKGROUND

The Second Grade Reading Assessment Law (RCW.28A.300.320) mandates that every student in the state of Washington be assessed at the beginning of the second grade using a grade-level equivalent oral reading passage.  Students whose performance is found to be “substantially below grade level” must be accorded an intervention plan that involves the student, parents, and school.  Assessing reading comprehension is optional, but strongly recommended.  Scores are not reported to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) but should be used by the teacher, school, and district to provide support for students who need help. 

RCW.28A.300.320 reads in part as follows:

3(b) “The second grade reading assessment selected by the school district must be administered annually in the fall beginning with the 1998–99 school year. Students who score substantially below grade level when assessed in the fall shall be assessed at least one more time in second grade.”

3(d) “Each school must have the assessment results available by the fall     parent-teacher conference.  Schools must notify parents about the second grade reading assessment during the conferences, inform the parents of their students’ performance on the assessment, identify actions the school intends to take to improve the child’s reading skills, and provide parents with strategies to help the parents improve their child’s score.”

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ASSESSMENT

Teachers should administer the chosen assessment using publishers’ directions. The administration process and results will ensure that teachers, parents/guardians, and students will receive highly focused and useful information for increasing student achievement in reading.  
The following assessments are approved by OSPI to meet the Second Grade Reading Assessment requirement:
· Analytical Reading Inventory 
(Allyn & Bacon / Merrill Professional Development at 
http://www.allynbaconmerrill.com)
· Developmental Reading Assessment 
(Pearson Learning Group at http://pearsonlearning.com)
· Dominie Reading And Writing Assessment Portfolio 
(Pearson Learning Group at http://pearsonlearning.com)
· Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy (DIBELS)
(University of Oregon at http://dibels.uoregon.edu/ or

Sopris West Publishing at http://www.sopriswest.com)
· Qualitative Reading Inventory 
(Allyn & Bacon/Longman Publishers at http://www.ablongman.com)
· Sunshine Reading Assessment 

(Wright Group at http://www.wrightgroup.com)
Note:  This list of assessments has not changed from the 2005-2006 school year.  The contact information has been updated. The assessments are listed in alphabetical order. 

Districts should continue to assess students in the first six weeks of the second grade year and determine each child’s level of fluency (rate and accuracy) with respect to beginning of the year second grade expectations.  Those results should be reported to the parents/guardians during the fall conference.  If a student’s performance is found to be substantially below grade level, an intervention plan must be developed and reported to the parents/guardians.

GRANT SUPPORT AVAILABLE
OSPI has received additional funds for the 2007–2008 year to support continued training for teachers in administering the assessment, to purchase new materials for the assessment, and for on-going professional development to support teachers in meeting individual student needs.  Grants will be on the OSPI iGrants web site at https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/iGrants/Default.aspx in August.  Grant applications must be submitted to OSPI by September 15, 2007.  For more information, please contact Barbara Tobias at (360) 725-6058, Barbara.tobias@k12.wa.us or Breanne Conley (360) 725-6080, Breanne.conley@k12.wa.us.
This information is also available at www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/ on the agency Web site.
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