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BULLETIN NO. 105-03  LEARNING AND TEACHING



      SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT




      SMALL SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



Selected Chief School District Administrators



Selected Elementary, Middle, and High School Principals



District Curriculum/Assessment Directors



Title I Program Directors

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

School Improvement Plans for Small Schools (N<30)

Introduction

This bulletin is a follow-up to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) Bulletin No. 89-03.  As stated in that bulletin, No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requires that each school make “adequate yearly progress” (AYP) in reading and mathematics.  If AYP is not made in two or more consecutive years in the same subject, specific consequences are mandated.

NCLB included a provision for states to establish a minimum subgroup size of students assessed to ensure that reliable AYP determinations are made.  In Washington, a minimum of 30 students must be in a subgroup.  For the proficiency determinations, students must be continuously enrolled (CE) from October 1 through the assessment period.  In accordance with NCLB, AYP determinations must be made for all schools, even if they have fewer than 30 students in a subgroup.

School Improvement Plan Submission Process

The State Board of Education has required the development of a school improvement plan.  Further, WAC 180-16-220 requires school improvement plans to be approved by each district’s local school board.

The requirement to submit a School Improvement Plan (SIP) to OSPI applies only to schools that have less than 30 continuously enrolled students in the reading and math proficiency categories. 
Providing the school improvement plan for review is a component of our federally-approved state accountability plan.
Due Dates and Plan Submission Information
For each school identified, the school district will coordinate the following:

· Collect school improvement plans from identified schools in the district.


(A list of identified schools is attached, sorted by district.)

· Submit plans electronically to:  N<30 at bmason@ospi.wednet.edu.

If the plan is not available in electronic form, provide a hard copy to:

Bill Mason, OSPI, PO Box 47200, Olympia, WA  98504-7200

· Provide specific feedback to the school/district for future planning purposes to ensure inclusiveness.

The due date for submission of plans is January 31, 2004.

OSPI School Improvement Plan Review Process
OSPI will be responsible for reviewing the plans and will take the following actions:

· Contact districts with a list of the identified schools in their district and request a SIP.
· Review the plans to ensure that all elements of the plan are complete.
· Provide specific feedback to the school/district for future planning purposes to ensure inclusiveness.
The 2003–2004 review process will evolve as a more complete determination of adequate yearly progress is made for these identified schools.
School Improvement Plan Components

For a complete review of school improvement plan components, right click on the URL below to access WAC 180-16-220 which describes the plan.
http://www.leg.wa.gov/wac/index.cfm?fuseaction=Section&Section=180-16-220
Contact Information

Please feel free to contact Gayle Pauley, Director of Title I, LAP & Title V, at gpauley@ospi.wednet.edu or (360)725-6100 for assistance with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the submission of the School Improvement Plan.
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