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BULLETIN NO. 90–03  LEARNING AND TEACHING

TO:

Educational Service Districts



Chief School District Administrators



Elementary, Middle and High School Principals



District Curriculum/Assessment Directors



Title I Program Directors

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

Reading and Mathematics Goals

This bulletin provides information from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) on reading and mathematics goals and updates OSPI Bulletin No. 56–01 from June 18, 2001.

Prior to the passage of No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), the Legislature required that school district improvement goals be established for reading and mathematics. Initially, a goal was established to reduce the percentage of students not meeting the grade 4 reading standard on the WASL by 25 percent from 1998 to 2001. Schools that made this level of reduction received recognition for attaining this goal. In 2001, new goals were established to make the same level of reduction by 2004 in both reading and mathematics in grades 4, 7, and 10. While this method was sound and has yielded positive results, it did not align with the federal requirements found in the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001.
These goals for 2004 are no longer in effect.
 The language of the adopted rule (WAC 3-20-200) is designed to mirror the federal NCLB requirements. As a result of the NCLB requirement for a single accountability system, the Academic Achievement and Accountability (A+) Commission changed the goals in April 2003 to be the same as the yearly reading and mathematics goals associated with making adequate yearly progress (AYP). These goals were established by identifying a 2002 baseline using WASL and WAAS results for the school at the 20th percentile enrollment level. WAC 3-20-200 requires school district board of directors to adopt these improvement goals by December 15, 2003.
While the rule does not speak to goals for districts and schools above the state uniform bar, we would encourage those of you performing at that level to consider continued growth goals by reducing the number of students not meeting the standard by ten percent annually.

The OSPI website (www.k12.wa.us) contains useful information and data on assessment results, adequate yearly progress (AYP), as well as the online School Improvement Planning tool. Progress toward the goals will be measured each year as a part of the state’s AYP determination. This bulletin does not require additional reporting or documentation to be sent to OSPI.  
If you have any questions or need assistance on this issue, please contact Bob Harmon, Assistant Superintendent for Special Programs at rhharmon@ospi.wednet.edu or (360)725-6170. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING

Mary Alice Heuschel

Deputy Superintendent

for Learning and Teaching

Bob Harmon

Assistant Superintendent 

for Special Programs

TB:MAH:BH:bgm

� See WAC 3-20-100, which was repealed in April 2003, for information on the previous 2004 goals.





