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Note: A common set of conventions anchors were selected from papers written 
for the 1999 and 2000 assessments to ensure consistency. 
  
10CA1  (CONV 0) 
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation.  Commonly 
used words are misspelled:  anebody, vary, papular.  There are comma errors; 
capitalization problems, bill gates; and a sentence fragment:  Because not only is he 
very rich but he is vary smart and papular.  The high density of basic errors in this 
minimal response makes the best-fit Conventions score a 0. 
 
10CA2  (CONV  0) 
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for usage, 
punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing.  Usage errors include the use of 
apostrophes in creating plurals, number’s, book’s, Lab’s, and a lack of subject/verb 
agreement:  The differences is in science.  Lack of control over sentence formation is 
evident:  Let's  take Math, you work with number's, and Science you also work with 
number's.   No paragraphs are indicated.  Capitals are sometimes used inappropriately, 
but no words are misspelled.  A density of errors in this short piece of writing makes the 
best-fit Conventions score a 0. 
 
10CA3  (CONV 0) 
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for usage, 
spelling of commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation.  
This letter exhibits a high density of spelling errors:  reson, beause, inosent, bomeing.  
Plurals also are formed incorrectly:  familys.  Errors in capitalization, america, and 
usage, am convince, two thing, there (for their), are evident as well.  There is little 
control over punctuation; there are errors in the use of apostrophes, house’s, were, 
cant, comma errors, and omitted question marks.  Sentence formation errors appear 
throughout the piece. Paragraphs are indicated.  The best-fit Conventions score is a 0. 
 
10CA4  (CONV 0) 
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for spelling of 
commonly used words, usage, and punctuation.  A high density of spelling errors is 
evident:  violice, statement, intrestes, chock hold, encored….  Usage errors include 
there for there, herd for heard, and a for an.  The first sentence lacks end punctuation, 
and there are some comma errors.  Most sentences are formed correctly.  One 
fragment occurs:  In best intrestes of you the pareant in our fight agenst violice and 
profanity portraed through television.  The writing shows control over capitalization and 
paragraphing, but the density of errors in this relatively short piece of writing makes the 
best-fit Conventions score a 0. 
 












