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A Brief History of
Essential Academic Learning Requirements and the
Washington Assessment of Student Learning

In 1993, Washington State embarked on the development of a comprehensive school
change effort that has as its primary goal the improvement of teaching and learning. Created by
the state legislature in 1993, the Commission on Student Learning was charged with three
important tasks in support of this school change effort:

. to establish Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs) that describe what
all students should know and be able to do in eight content areas--reading, writing,
communication, mathematics, science, health and fitness, social studies and the arts;

. to develop an assessment system to measure student progress at three grade levels
towards achieving the EALRs; and

. to recommend an accountability system that recognizes and rewards successful
schools and provides support and assistance to less successful schools.

ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION ON STUDENT LEARNING

The Commission achieved its first major task. The EALRs in Reading, Writing,
Communications and Mathematics were first adopted in 1995 and revised in 1997 (See
http://www.k12.wa.us/curriculuminstruct/EALRs.asp for the EALRS in all subject areas).
Performance “benchmarks” were also established at three grade levels — elementary (Grade 4),
middle (Grade 7), and high school (Grade 10). The EALRSs for Science, Social Studies, Health
and Fitness and the Arts were initially adopted in 1996 and also revised in 1997. Performance
benchmarks for these subject areas were also established at three levels — elementary, middle
and high school.

The Commission's second major task was to develop an assessment system to
determine the extent to which students are achieving the knowledge and skills defined by the
EALRs. The assessments for Reading, Writing and Mathematics for Grade 4 were operational
beginning in the spring of 1997. Grade 7 assessments were operational beginning in the spring of
1998. Grade 10 assessments were operational beginning in the spring of 1999. Participation in
the Grade 4 assessment was mandatory for all public schools beginning spring, 1998.

The Commission completed its work in 1999 and was dissolved. All subsequent testing
and test development has been conducted by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
(OSPI). Under the auspices of OSPI, assessments in Science were developed and became
operational for Grades 8 and 10 beginning in the spring of 2003 and for Grade 5 beginning in the
spring of 2004.

THE WASHINGTON ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

The Washington Assessment System has four major components: state-level
assessments, classroom-based assessments, professional development and school and system
context indicators. These components are described briefly below. Two additional features, the
Certificate of Academic Achievement and the Accountability System, are also briefly described.
State-Level Assessments in Reading, Writing, Mathematics and Science

The state-level assessments require students to both select and create answers to

demonstrate their knowledge, skills, and understanding in each of the EALRs. Student, school,
and district scores are reported for the operational assessments. The state-level operational test
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forms are standardized and "on demand," meaning that all students respond to the same items,
under the same conditions, and at the same time during the school year.

All of the state-level assessments are untimed; that is, students may have as much time
as they reasonably need to complete their work. Guidelines for providing accommaodations to
students with special needs have been developed to encourage the inclusion of as many
students as possible. Special need students include those in special education programs, those
with Section 504 plans, English language learners (ESL/bilingual), migrant students and highly
capable students. A broad range of accommodations allows nearly all students access to some or
all parts of the assessment (see Guidelines for Inclusion and Accommodations for Special
Populations on State-Level Assessments).

From the outset, classroom teachers and curriculum specialists from across Washington
were selected to assist with the development of the items for the state-level assessments.
Content committees were created at each grade level. Working with representatives from the
testing contractor and with content and assessment specialists from OSPI, these committees
have defined and refined the test and item specifications consistent with the Washington State
EALRs, reviewed all items prior to pilot testing, and provided final review and approval of all items
after pilot testing. A separate "bias and sensitivity" committee, composed of individuals reflective
of Washington's diversity, also reviewed all items for words or content that might be offensive to
students or parents, or might disadvantage some students for reasons unrelated to the skill or
concept being assessed.

Hundreds of items have been continuously developed in each subject area and pilot-
tested to create a "pool" of items. Since 2001, all items have been written by Washington
teachers during item writing workshops. This ongoing item development allows for the creation of
new forms of the assessment each year by sampling from the pool. Statistical "equating"
procedures are used to maintain the same performance standard from year to year, and to
provide longitudinal comparisons across years even though different items are used. The state-
level assessments in Reading, Science, and Mathematics include a mix of multiple-choice, short-
answer, and extended-response items. At the state level, the Writing assessment includes two
writing prompts.

Following the first operational assessment at each grade level, a standard- setting
committee determined the level of performance (number and content of items students should
perform correctly) on the assessments associated with having mastered the Essential Academic
Learning Requirements. In addition, "proficiency categories" (Below Basic, Basic, Proficient,
Advanced) were established to show growth over time as well as to give students and parents an
indication of the student's performance in relation to the standard. School and district
performance on the assessments is reported in terms of the percentage of students meeting the
standard and in each of the proficiency categories.

Figure A-1 on the next page shows the entire development process for the WASL.



Figure A-1: WASL Development Process
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For more information about the EALRS, the WASL, research on the WASL, and materials
to help teachers create their own assessments, visit OSPI's website: www.k12.wa.us.

For information on the EALRS, access materials via the Curriculum and Instruction
homepage: www.k12.wa.us/Curriculuminstruct/default.aspx.

For information about WASL, go to the WASL homepage:
www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/overview.aspx.

For technical reports reporting the validity and reliability data for WASL, go to
www.k12.wa.us/assessment/TestAdministration.aspx#techrpt.

Finally, for materials that teachers can use in the classroom to develop their own
assessments of the EALRS, the next pages shows how to access these materials from the WASL
homepage.
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To access materials for teachers, go first to the WASL homepage. Then open the WASL
menu.

=18 x|
| B fde [vew Fgomes ook e ¥
Qx4+ 12} 13} S v otaae @) (i B <) B
e it kL2 seoessraent WA, vervien. asps EE Lk ™
Y!' R |5 - | vl - @y vohoo! 5P Poronaks - Shuse < o - _Er-\ &
Coge]| < o - @ | Butwans 1o

| P owiom 2

{11 s
Cartfi Programs | Student Suppeort) Operations i Sxheo! Businesy, Grents | Buvsarch/ Baports

o Assessment

Overview of the Washington State Assessment of Student Learning

The state-level WasL assessments reguire students to both select and create answers o
dernanstrate thelr knowledge, skills, and understanding In each of the Essentisl Acsdemic
Leaming Requirements (EALRS)--from multiple-choice and short-answer questions to mors
extended responses, essays, and problem solving kasks,

Sscobd Grade Feading Student, school, snd district scores are reported f or the operstional asse=sn1ents The stake-

level operational test forms are standardized and "on demand' meaning all students respond
WG] ta the sarme questions, under the same conditions, and at the same tims durlng the sdhoal
year.

cCC

Al of the state-level assessments are untimed; that is, students may have as much time as
they reasonably need Lo complete their work. Guidelines for providing accommadations ta
students with special needs have been developed to encaurage the incusion of a5 many
students a5 possible. Special need students Include those In special education programs, those
with Section 504 plans, English language leamers (ESL/Dilingual), migrant students, and highly
capable students. A broad rangs of accommodations allows nearly all studenrs access to some
ar all parte of the assessment (sea Guidelines for Inclusion and Accommodations for Special
Populations on State-Level Assessiments).

C assroom teachers and curriculum specialists from across Washington were selected to assist
ith thun Alanislamenant af oo slissbisse Pae b sbabs laosl sessacresante T sastast ﬂ

a O5FT Ass essment - Microsoft Intermet Explorer
| o |Bew Pogodes Lok ben ¥

QM- S :ﬂ EW el SIS R

j@ Links ™
'j&-_|l_lru @ty vohoo! 5 Pecsonste - Shrusc - o Fnance - | Sonin |-
Gor '@‘? | :Jm“"l“’” | Boovkons oo (Fdowow #
& 0 £
L1} el 3 m
Cartfation Atudeni Support)/ Opra tions ! Scheol Businues, Granks | Bursarch/Raporis
LILEN a
Duprvigw
Baliakdityand Validike Overview of the Washington State Assessment of Student Learning
Etatamest
<%D The state-lovel WASL assesoments require students to both select and create answers to
Tash & Jbar CrmeHicaHans dermnonstrate thelr knowledge, skills, and understanding In each of the Essentlal Acsdemlic

Leaming Requirements (EALRs)--from multiple-cdhoice and short-answer guestions to more
extended responses, essays, and problem solving tasks,

mplemartation Timaling
&12:&0312-.#%
Wgrkenga 2003

Student, schaol, and district scores are reported for the operstional assessments, The state-
|=vel opsrational test forms are standardized and “on demand meaning all students respond
ta the sarme questions, under the same conditions, and at the same time during the sdwal
year.

All of the state-level asssssments are untimed; that is, students may have as much time as
they reasonably need to completa their work. Guidelines for providing acccermmodations to
students with special needs have been developed to encourage the inclusion of 8z many
students as possible. Speclal need students Include those In speclal education programs, those
with Section 504 plans, English fanguage leamers (ESLbilingual), migrant students, and highly
capable students. A broad range of accommodations allows nearly all students access to some
ar all parts of the assessment (sea Guidelines for Inclusion and Accommodations for Special
Populations on State-Level Assessments),

Classroom teachers and curriculum specialists from aaoss Washington were selectad to assist =

with Fhoa desslamemnee b o F Heo ainckiaes Fae bl ckabo ool cemacmmnaete Toie oo baet

[&le0e [T S et




