Effective Date:  July 22, 2007
Chapter 392-501 WAC
WASL/GRADES COMPARISON OPTION

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-501-200  General description.  The WASL/grades comparison option is an objective alternative assessment authorized in RCW 28A.655.065 (3) and (4) that compares the applicant's grades in applicable courses with the grades of students who took the same courses and met or exceeded the standard.  This option may be used for meeting the high school reading, writing, and/or mathematics standard.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-501-201  Eligibility.  A student is eligible for the WASL/grades comparison option if the student meets the following conditions:


(1) The student has taken the applicable component of the Washington assessment of student learning (WASL) at least once and has not met the standard for which the student is applying to use this option.  To meet these criteria, a student must have sat for and generated a valid scale score during the administration of the WASL.


(2) The student has met any applicable attendance and remediation or supplemental instruction requirements contained in the student's student learning plan developed under RCW 28A.655.061.  The principal of the student's school may waive the attendance and/or remediation criteria for special, unavoidable circumstances.


(3) The student is in the twelfth grade.


(4) The student has a cumulative grade point average of 3.2 or higher when the application is filed.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-501-202  Process for determining the comparison cohort and calculating the GPAs.  (1) For the purpose of this section, "applicant" means an eligible student applying for the WASL/grades comparison option.


(2) A school district representative or designee shall determine the comparison cohort and complete the calculation in this subsection for all eligible students who apply to use this option.


(3) To complete the WASL/grades comparison option for eligible students, the school district representative or designee shall complete the following steps:


(a) Identify the group of students in the same school as the applicant who took the same mathematics or English high school courses, whichever is applicable, in the same school year as the applicant.  This group includes all of the students in the school who took courses with the same course title and course number (e.g., Algebra 1, Sophomore English) as the applicant, in the same school year, regardless of the grade level of the student.  When selecting courses to be used, the following guidelines shall be followed:


(i) The credits generated by the courses must equal two annual high school credits and must include the most recent courses taken in which a comparison cohort of six or more students can be identified.


(ii) In order for applicants using the cohort comparison to meet the mathematics standard, the courses must be eligible for a mathematics graduation credit.


(iii) In order for applicants using the cohort comparison to meet the reading or writing standard, the courses must be eligible for an English/Language Arts graduation credit.


(b) From the group of students identified in (a) of this subsection, the school district representative or designee shall identify the "comparison cohort," which includes all students who met or slightly exceeded the state standard on the WASL.  For purposes of determining "who met or slightly exceeded the state standard," scores in Level 3 shall be used:


(i) Mathematics:  400 ‑ 433;


(ii) Reading:  400 ‑ 426; and


(iii) Writing:  17 ‑ 20.


(c) If there are fewer than six students in the comparison cohort, the cohort may be expanded to also include students in Level 4.  If there are still fewer than six students in the comparison cohort, the applicant is not eligible to use the WASL/grades comparison option.


(d) The school district representative or designee shall compute the grade point average for the selected courses for the applicant and for each student in the comparison cohort.  The following grade ‑ number conversions shall be used:

	A
	= 4.0

	A-
	= 3.7

	B+
	= 3.3

	B
	= 3.0

	B-
	= 2.7

	C+
	= 2.3

	C
	= 2.0

	C-
	= 1.7

	D+
	= 1.3

	D
	= 1.0

	E or F
	= 0.0

	Credit/No Credit
	May not be used

	Pass/Fail
	May not be used



(e) The school district representative or designee shall then calculate the mean comparison cohort grade point average of all the students in the comparison cohort.


(f) The school district representative or designee shall then compare the applicant's grade point average in the relevant high school courses to the mean comparison cohort grade point average of the students in the comparison cohort.


(g) If the applicant's grade point average is below the mean comparison cohort grade point average, the student is not eligible to file the application and no further action is required.


(h) If the applicant's grade point average is equal to or higher than the mean comparison cohort grade point average, the principal or a designee shall transmit the application with the results of the calculation to the office of the superintendent of public instruction for approval.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-501-204  Application timeline and approval criteria.  (1) The superintendent of public instruction shall approve the application if:


(a) The student eligibility requirements are met;


(b) The process for identifying the comparison cohort and for calculating the grade point averages and the mean grade point average was followed; and


(c) The applicant's grade point average is equal to or greater than the mean grade point average of the comparison cohort.


(2) If the application is approved, the applicant will be deemed to have met the applicable content standard for purposes of obtaining a certificate of academic achievement or individual achievement.


(3) The superintendent of public instruction must act upon the student's application and notify the applicant's school principal or designee and the school district assessment coordinator whether the application was approved or denied within thirty days of receiving the application.  The school principal or designee shall notify the student.


(4) School staff shall include a copy of the application and approval notification in the student's cumulative folder.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-501-206  Notification requirements.  The school principal or a designee shall notify students and their parents or guardians when students are in the eleventh and twelfth grade years of the availability of the WASL/grades comparison option.

NEW SECTION

WAC 392-501-208  Appeal of the superintendent's decision.  Decisions made by the superintendent of public instruction under WAC 392-501-204 may be appealed as provided for in RCW 34.05.514.


