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2011 Grade 4 Anchor Set Annotations – Writing to Tell a Story                                                     Score of 4 

  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4NA1a: 4 = Grade, N = Narrative, A = Anchor, 1a = Paper Number 

 

doctor.”  Can you fix our limbs?”....; He called the police witch was so uncalled for). The writer uses 

more humor through word choice as the story continues ( John got all freaked out because we were 

going to the big house).  The next portion of the paper is told as they escape using the spray (We 

sprayed ourselves both invisible.  We escaped from jail right when the invisible spray wore off).  The 

writer skillfully uses dialogue, including a series of periods, to show emotion and progression of the 

plotline (We got home and my mom asked us “how come you two are on the news?”  “Well.......you 

see.......um......aw hech just punish us.” John said. “Dude!  I said).  The reader is then given selected 

details about their punishment (We had to mow the lawn, do the dishes, the soap kept getting in my 

mouth,...; clean the house and wash all three trucks).  The student concludes his response with humor 

(The lesson I learned was that if you find a can of something on the ground, leave it on the ground).  

This student shows a superior ability to formulate a response using word choice, sentence variety, 

humor, dialogue, and selected relevant details.  The best-fit COS score for this story is a 4. 

 
4NA16 (COS4) 
This response demonstrates a strong ability to compose a narrative. The author opens the response 

with a hook that engages the reader ( Tweet, tweet” I heard as the birds sang outside my window).  The 

writer skillfully uses dialogue to introduce the main character (“Maria the bus’s hear” said Mom).  There 

is a small lapse as the writer tries to incorporate school into the response, since the prompt says, One 

day at school you find a can.  The student was still able to handle this well as they find the can coming 

home from school (On my way back from school I stubed my toe on a hard meddle can. I Looked down, 

the lable on the can said.  Invisible spray!).  The next portion of the paper has detail in it, but is mostly 

told (When I got home my mom asked me the same old question, “how was school?” I went up into my 

room and tried the invisible spray,) There is some foreshadowing with “gift” ( I got rid of some old stuff 

“wow, this was a gift). At this point in the response the student reiterates a phrase from the start of the 

story to show passage of time. ( When I woke up it was the next day and off went “tweet tweet” again).  

The remainder of the response is artfully shown using conflict/resolution, word choice and humor ( I got 

out of bed and triped over something I couldn’t see, it was my backpack.  I opened my backpack and 

the invisible spray was leaking,...; I quickly taped the hole shut but it leaked through the tape).  The 

sense of urgency continues as the mother enters the story again (I heard my mom coming up the 

stares I put it in my dresser.  Soon my dresser was gone).  The writer incorporates humor (My mom 

came in, she said “did you moove your dresser?” “yes” I said.  My mom left).  The student finally finds 

resolution by ordering something to turn everything back to normal and ends the response with a 

question that was foreshadowed earlier ( Was it realy a gift or a curse....).   This student’s  use of 

humor, word choice and sentence variety, along with an ability to help the reader fully visualize the 

scenes in the story, show an advanced ability to compose a narrative.  The best-fit COS score for this 

story is a 4.   

 

 
 

42
























	Writing to Tell a Story COS 1
	Writing to Tell a Story COS 2
	Writing to Tell a Story COS 3
	Writing to Tell a Story COS 4



