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Introduction 
The following guide is designed to use with staff, to introduce the use of the Grade 7 Anchor 
Set A nnotations, S pring 200 9 WASL in Writing doc ument.  T he doc ument h as two 
applications: 
♦ Teachers i n g rades 5-7 will be abl e to use the document as a tool f or i dentifying quality 

student writing, improving writing instruction, and improving student achievement in writing.   
♦ The materials in the document may also be used to teach students to assess and improve 

the quality of their own writing and to set goals. 
 
Purpose  
The purpose of this publication is to encourage a st aff presentation introducing the Grade 7 
Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2009 Writing WASL document. 
 
A staff presentation will lay the foundation for grade-level teams, cross-grade level teams, or 
individual t eachers to del ve f urther i nto t he Annotations document for t he p urpose o f 
enhancing writing instruction.   
 
 
Presentation Overview 
Arrange participants in groups of 3–5 people per group.  The presentation should take 
approximately one hour. 
  
1) General Information for Staff      ( 2 minutes) 

 
2) Scoring Activity      (15 minutes) 
 
3) Instructional Implications Discussion   (15 minutes)    
 
4) Debriefing the Activity: Group Discussion  (14 minutes) 
 
5) Next Steps/Conclusion     (14 minutes) 
 
 
 Note:  A detailed outline of the “Instructional Guide” and the materials needed for the 

presentation are attached.  The student responses and scoring guide in this packet will 
need to be copied for participants.

 
Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2009 WASL in Writing  

 
Instructional Guide - Writing to Persuade 
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Materials/Arrangements Needed for Presentation: 
One copy for each participant  

 Student Responses:  A Sample Selection  
 Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide 
 Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2009 WASL in Writing  

 
Presentation Steps:  
1) General Information for Staff 

This document contains student responses from the High School Anchor Set Annotations, 
Spring 2009 WASL in Writing document.  The purpose of the document is to give examples 
of student writing at the levels described in the scoring guide.  The materials should be 
useful for all teachers in grades 8–10. 
  
(Hold up a copy of the Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2009 WASL in Writing, but 
do not pass it around at this time.) 
 
Remember, on the Grade 7 WASL in Writing, students respond to two prompts, one 
expository prompt and one persuasive prompt.  We will work in groups today on an 
activity using the persuasive prompt and the Content, Organization, and Style Scoring 
Guide. 
 

2) Scoring Activity 
(Distribute Student Responses: A Sample Selection.  Do not distribute the Content, 
Organization, and Style Scoring Guide at this time.) 

 
♦ In this packet are six student responses written to the following persuasive prompt:  

Some schools are considering putting video cameras in classrooms to ensure student 
safety. Do you agree or disagree with this idea?  Write a multiple-paragraph letter to 
your principal persuading 

 
him or her to support your position.   

♦ Read the six student responses.  Put them in three piles—high, middle, low. 
 

♦ Discuss rankings in your group and come to a consensus as a group. 
 

♦ Discuss the rankings in the whole/large group. 
  

♦ Distribute the Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide. 
 

♦ Using the scoring guide, assign scores for each paper first in the small group, then the 
large group.  Use the scoring guide to defend the scores. 

 
♦ Discuss if/why the scores were different from the original rank order. 

 
3) Discuss the instructional implications for students to improve the quality of responses in 

content and/or organization and/or style.  Discuss as a group how you would teach to that 
instructional priority. 
♦ (Ask groups to share the instructional priorities they identified and explain how they 

would teach to those priorities.) 
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4) Debriefing the Activity: Group Discussion 

♦ What new insights did you gain about the WASL and how it is scored? 
 

♦ How could students use these same sample papers? 
 Individually draft a response to the prompt. 
 Work in groups to sort the six sample responses into two categories:  strong and 

weak. 
 Generate two lists of descriptions:  one for the weak papers and one for the strong 

papers. 
 Use the scoring guide to evaluate two or three of the six sample responses. 
 Evaluate the same response individually, then discuss as a small group, and finally 

debrief group ideas with the whole class. 
 Practice revising to improve content, organization, and style as a whole class, using 

a copy of one of the sample responses on an overhead transparency along with the 
scoring guide.  

 Revise individual draft response to the prompt, using the scoring guide to improve 
the draft for content, organization, and style.  

 Repeat the process above to edit for conventions, using the Conventions Scoring 
Guide with the sample responses and then individual drafts. 

 
5) Next Steps/Conclusion 

♦ This is an introduction to the materials contained in Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, 
Spring 2009 WASL in Writing document. 

 
♦ There are many more student samples for both the persuasive prompt and the 

expository prompt contained in the Annotations document, complete with scores and 
annotations for content, organization, and style, as well as for conventions.  

 
♦ What are some of the ways we might delve further into the Annotations document?  For 

example, we could learn more about how conventions are scored; staff and students 
could work together to develop a “student friendly” version of the scoring guides, or we 
could decide to meet in grade-level or cross-grade level groups, including special 
education and Title I specialists, to further study the Annotations document. 

 
 

 
Suggestions for Additional Writing Resources for Staff 

 Grade Level Expectations (GLE) for Writing  
 OSPI Middle School Instructional Support Modules for Writing
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Grade 7 
Content, Organization, & Style Scoring Guide 

 

 
 

 
 

Points Description 
4 • Maintains consistent focus on topic and has selected relevant details 

• Has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and 
completeness 

• Provides transitions which clearly serve to connect ideas 
• Uses language effectively by exhibiting word choices that are engaging and 

appropriate for intended audience and purpose 
• Includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, of varied length and structure 
• Allows the reader to sense the person behind the words 

3 • Maintains adequate focus on the topic and has adequate supporting details 
• Has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and 

completeness, although some lapses occur 
• Provides adequate transitions in an attempt to connect ideas 
• Uses adequate language and appropriate word choices for intended audience 

and purpose 
• Includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, that are somewhat varied  

in length and structure 
• Provides the reader with some sense of the person behind the words 

2 • Demonstrates an inconsistent focus and includes some supporting details, 
but may include extraneous or loosely related material 

• Shows an attempt at an organizational pattern, but exhibits little sense of 
wholeness and completeness 

• Provides transitions which are weak or inconsistent 
• Has a limited and predictable vocabulary which may not be appropriate for the 

intended audience and purpose 
• Shows limited variety in sentence length and structure 
• Attempts somewhat to give the reader a sense of the person behind the words 

1 • Demonstrates little or no focus and few supporting details which may be 
inconsistent or interfere with the meaning of the text 

• Has little evidence of an organizational pattern or any sense of wholeness  
and completeness 

• Provides transitions which are poorly utilized, or fails to provide transitions 
• Has a limited or inappropriate vocabulary for the intended audience and purpose 
• Has little or no variety in sentence length and structure 
• Provides the reader with little sense of the person behind the words 
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2009 Grade 7 Instructional Guide 
 Sample Papers - Persuasive 

Answer Key 
 

 
Paper # COS 

Score 
Notes 

 Persuasive Sample 1 2  
Persuasive Sample 2 1  
Persuasive Sample 3 3  
Persuasive Sample 4 3  
Persuasive Sample 5 4  
Persuasive Sample 6 2  
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